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RED CURRAHEE 6
LTC RON CLARK, COMMANDER 1-506TH INFANTRY REGIMENT

Welcome to our second issue of the RED CURRAHEE COURIER, a newsletter dedicated to the Soldiers and Families of 1-506%
Infantry! We have received excellent feedback on the first issue of the RED CURRAHEE COURIER and will make every effort to
continue to provide our readers with timely and accurate information in future issues. My intentis to publish new editions of the
RCC on the 1-506 IN website on the 15% of every month.

January was a great month for TF Red Currahee as we continue to provide security
through counterinsurgency operations for the citizens of East Ramadi. | am ex-
tremely proud to pass on the congratulations and accolades our Soldiers, Matines
| and Airmen have received from the Commanding General of Mutli-National Division-

West, MG Huck; Commanding General, MND-Baghdad, MG Thurman; and our Divi-

" || sion Commander, MG Turner, Commanding General, MND-North. As these senior
leaders can attest, TF Red Currahee has met every challengecompleted every mis-

5|  Starting this month, and continuing every month hereafter, we will feature a

“A “Unit of the Month” in the Red Currahee 6 section of the RED CURRAHEE COURIER.
| Each unit of the month will be a platoon-sized element who is recognized for their

outstanding achievement and service to TF Red Currahee, our Army and our Nation.

Echo Company, 801st BSB. The “Distro Platoon” - better known as “Express” is
literally our lifeline for logistics and sustainment. In other words, in the tradition of
the “Red Ball Express” who provided outstanding support to General George S. Patton’s 3 Army in World War |1, the RED CUR-
RAHEE EXPRESS is responsible for bringing all of our equipment, supplies, fuel, food, water, and the all important mail (see page
5), from the logistical base at Tagqgadum to us in Ramadi; always at night under the constant threat of enemy contact. Led by
Platoon Leader, 1LT Jeff Eden and Platoon Sergeant, SFC John Clipp, the courageous men and women of the Distribution Platoon
have accumulated over 2000 accident free miles under very challenging conditions. Congratulations to the RED CURRAHEE EX-
PRESS for a job well done!

We Stand Alone...Together! -RC6
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COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR’S CORNER:
CSM MIKE CATTERTON, CSM 1-506TH INFANTRY REGIMENT

FROM THE COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR; Dear Family Members, and Friends,

Another month has passed and to some it must feel like a year has gone by! The good news
is we have started our leave program with few slots in February that will increase to 100 slots in
March. Each month after March we should continue to receive 100 slots per month until everyone has
had a chance to get home. Your loved one will keep you informed on when their date is, and because
of the environment we are in I’'m sure we can expect some minor changes.

We are continuing to make head way on the quality of life issues here at Corregidor and
should see some results by the end of this month. There are a few companies who do not have same
day access to the internet or a phone, and that is one of many things that requests have been put in
for. Like Christmas, this Valentines Day may not be the best one on record, but the Love that is shared
by all of us for you is at an all time high! Happy Valentine’'s Day and God bless you for your support.

Stands Alone!
Michael P. Catterton

CSM, USA
S$SG CHARLES COOPER SPC JAMES MORAN
NCO OF THE MONTH SOLDIER OF THE MONTH

2

NCO OF THE MONTH: SSG Charles Cooper of the Outlaws; SOLDIER OF THE MONTH: SPC James Moran of the Hellcats;
During the change out on OP3 SSG Cooper and his men The supply Specialist of HHC has been improving the quality
were attacked with rocket propelled grenades. They held of life for all soldiers on the Combat Outpost since we ar-
there position and during the attack SSG Cooper sustained rived. From making shelves to installing plumbing so Sol-
multiple shrapnel wounds to his legs and thigh. He is back diers could take showers, no job is too difficult! After taking
at Fort Campbell now and we wish him a speedy recovery. a piece of shrapnel in his arm from an incoming mortar
Your men and Leaders miss you! round, he was back to work the next day to finish his already

started mission!
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UNDERSTANDING IRAQI CULTURE — ASHURA

SHI'I ASHURA

For Shi'i Muslims the Ashura is celebrated as the most important
day of the longer Muharram festival. Their Ashura festival com-
memorates the death of Husayn in 680 in his fight to get control
of the Caliph position against Caliph Yazid. For Shi'is, the Ashura
is a day of great mourning, and strong emotions are expressed
in the many rituals and activities connected to this day.
The most visual of these celebrations is the flagellation by male
Shi'is. Whips, often with sharp ends, or even small knives
are used to make their backs bleed. The reason for this ritual is
that only physical pain can truly reflect the pain of the Muslim
world when Husayn died, and Ali's family's fight to lead the Mus-
lim world came to an end. This flagellation ritual is, however,
just a part of a complex ritual in which the Shi'is commemorate
every stage of the preparation for the battle, and the battle it-
self.

SUNNI ASHURA

Ashura is not limited to Shi'is alone, however. It is also cele-
brated among Sunni Muslims, although for very different rea-
sons. The intensity cannot be compared to the Shi'i rituals, and
it is not a central ritual in Sunni Islam.
It is commendable, but not compulsory, for all Sunnis to fast on
Ashura, and all the devout will do so. The day is considered
to be the celebration of different historical incidents, like the day
that Noah left the Ark. In Mecca, the Ka'ba is opened for visitors |
on this day.
There are two variant explanations for Ashura's historical back-
ground. The one of Western scientists traces it back to Mu-
hammad's arrival in Yathrib (later Madina) and the influence
from the Jews in this town. On the day of Atonement 'ashor, the |
Jews fasted from sunset to sunset (24 hours), which was differ-
ent from other fast days that took place only during daytime.
The Jews celebrated Ashor on the 10th Tishri (today Yom Kip-
pur). Muhammad adopted this practice, as well as many other
Jewish rituals.
Butin 624 (2 AH) Muhammad's relations with the Jews soured,
and the Muslims stopped acknowledging Ashor, and moved
the fast to the month of Ramadan (sawm). The Ashor fast was
no longer a religious duty.
According to the Muslim traditions on the other hand, Ashura
can be traced back to ancient Arab times and Ibrahim. Mu- i -

hammad brought the tradition back to its pristine purity and SHITS FLAGELLATE THEMSELVES IN
correct practice. COMMEMORATION OF HUSAYN'S DEATH
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CAMP LIFE FOR 1-506TH INFANTRY...

Camp Corregidor, IRAQ — MAIL CALL! Below are images of our all important
mail delivery...thank you for all the care packages you send to your Currahee.
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ANIMAL COMPANY, 3RD/103RD

For the second time during its deployment to Iraq, Animal Company has been attached to an Active Component
unit with which the 28th Division has significant historical associations. During WWI, the 28th fought side by side with
the 3rd Division during the Second Battle of the Marne. It was during the intense fighting of June 1918 that both divi-
sions earned their respective nicknames: “Rock of the Marne” and the “Iron Division.”

Now we continue a prestigious and historical association with our Regular Army comrades with the arrival of the
1st Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division. It was the 28th Division that courageously fought and
delayed elements of two Panzer and one Volksgrenadier Division for two crucial days so that the 101st could close on the
town of Bastogne and stage their own epic defense of the vital road center. Today, the fate of these two fine Divisions is
once again intertwined in the defense of the Republic.

The success we have achieved during the past seven months with 2-69 AR will continue with our new friends in
the 506th, Soldiers, both Active and Reserve Component alike, share a unique relationship unknown outside the profes-
sion of arms. This relationship develops from the unselfish and virtuous resolve of the Soldier to fight those who wish to
destroy our way of life. When Soldiers share in the hardships, danger, and privations that characterize active service in
the field, a bond develops that can never be severed. And so, in the spirit of this camaraderie we finish, appropriately
enough, with that immortal line from Shakespeare’s “Henry V”, which served as Stephen Ambrose’s title for his book
about the men of Easy Company, 2rd Battalion, 506tk Infantry during the Second World War:

“We few, we happy few, we band of brothers.”
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