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RED CURRAHEE 6
LTC RON CLARK, COMMANDER 1-506TH INFANTRY REGIMENT

Dear Family and Friends,

Welcome to our 6th edition of the Red Currahee Courier. 1st
Battalion, 506th Infantry has surpassed the six month point of our
current “rendezvous with destiny” and continues to conduct suc-
cessful full spectrum combat operations in support of Iragi Secu-
rity Forces in Ramadi.

The month of June brings temperatures well over 100 degrees
in Ramadi. and it aiso brings change to Task Force Red Currahee.
This month we welcome Charlie Company, 2-37 Armor, from Fried-
burg, Germany and the Sappers of 2nd Platoon, A Company, 40th
Engineers, from Baumholder, Germany. Both units hail from the
1st Armored Division, and are welcomed additions to our Task
Force, bringing a wealth of knowledge and experience to this chal-
lenging counter-insurgency fight.

In June we will also bid farewell to The “Iron Soldiers” of the
2nd Brigade, 28th Infantry Division (Pennsylvania Army National
Guard) who have been our brothers in arms for nearly six months
and have been our source of continuity since we arrived in

5 Ramadi, in December. COL(P) John Gronski, Brigade Commander
and CSM Horace Pysher, Brlgado COmmand Sergeant Major have led the way in Ramadi, by setting and enforcing
high standards and sharing the daily hardships with their fellow Iron Soldiers in Ramadi. Their contributions to a
safer and more secure Iraq will endure for years to come.

We also bid farewell to A/3-103rd Armor “Animal Company” (our unit of the month for June) and 2nd Platoon,
C/876th Engineers “Sappers” as they have successfully completed their 12 month tours in Irag and will soon re-
turn home to Pennsylvania. These men have fought courageously, shoulder to shoulder with 1-506th Infantry and
helped form an integral part of our Band of Brothers in Ramadi.

The Bible states, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends” (John
15:13). These faithful warriors from Animal and Sappers have braved hostile fire time and again, often at the risk
of laying down their own lives, to answer the call to arms in Task Force Red Currahee. On behalf of the Soldiers,
Sailors. Airmen and Marines of Task Force Red Currahee, | would like to thank these “Citizen Soldiers” for their
selfless service to TF Red Currahee, our Army, our Nation and each other in support of the Global War on Terror.
We will never forget them. their commitment to excellence. nor their sacrifice on behalf of our Band of Brothers.
We wish them good luck and Godspeed on their journey home to their families after a job well done.

We Stand Alone...Together! RC6

COL(P) John Gronski presents TF Red Currahee with a plaque made of iron on behalf of our service with
2nd Brigade, 28th Infantry Division, “Iron Soldiers”
“As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another” (Proverbs 27:17)
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Red Currahee 69
CSM MICHAEL CATTERTON, COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR 1-506TH INFANTRY REGIMENT

SOLDIER OF THE MONTH; PFC Lawson, Jay of
Dealer Company for his tactical awareness, w <
employment of available weapon systems and
accuracy of fires from support by fire position
1. His gun crew had a direct impact on the
Battalions ability to mass fires on a known
enemy cache which greatly reduced the
amount of IEDs and enemy personnel that
would have been used against friendly forces
in our area of operation.

NCO OF THE MONTH: SFC Clipp, John of Echo
Company for his unwavering support of the
Battalion this month. His team moved over
200 barriers this month in locations that are
critical to the protection of his fellow soldiers.
He also developed a bulldozer by modifying a fork lift (now known as the Clip dozer) to repair a wall
that was destroyed by a VBIED in our sector. His can do attitude and pride in mission accomplishment
make him a role model for the Soldiers in the Battalion!

FROM THE COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR;
Dear Family Members, and Friends,

We have reached the dog days of summer and the heat is starting kick in (120 degrees is the
hottest day so far). Our Soldiers have not let it slow them down and continue to lead the way for our
Division in the most difficult area in Iraq. We have come to except the fact that we are here for the
long haul and try to improve our living conditions daily. By now we have had over 2/3 of our Soldiers
home on leave and by the end of August every one that wanted leave should have taken it, minus the
late deplorers.

The summer can bring unexpected problems for families of our deployed Soldiers as well.
Grass needs cutting, lawn mowers won't start, kids are out of school and no baby sitters, a/c is broke
and they won't come fix it-————on and on. If you have a problem and need help please let someone
know about it. We have a rear<etachment of our own Soldiers dedicated to assist our deployed Sol-
diers and their Family's when they need it. We are extremely proud of our family's back home for your
commitment, sacrifices, and support of the Soldiers of this great Battalion.

. Thank you all for your support and God bless you and the United States of America.
STANDS ALONE!
Michael P Catterton

CSM, USA
Battalion Command Sergeant Major
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UNDERSTANDING THE IRAQI CULTURE-FLOW CHART OF THE IRAQI LEADERSHIP

IRAQI GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS

JALAL TALIBANI (KURD)
PRESIDENT OF IRAQ
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TARIQ AL-HASHIMI (SUNNI)
VICE PRESIDENT OF IRAG ADIL ABDUL MAKD! (SHIA)

NOURI MALIKI (SHIA)
PRIME MINISTER

ACTING INTElRIOR MINISTER

BARHAM SALIH (KURD) SALAM ZAUBAI (SUNNI)  HUSSAIN AL-SHAHRISTANI (SHIA) HOSHIYAR ZEBARI (KURD)
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER OIL MINISTER FOREIGN MINISTER
ACTING NATIONAL ACTING DEFENSE MINISTER
SECURITY MINISTER

MAHOON SAMI RASHEED LATIF (SUNNI)
GOVERNOR OF AL ANBAR
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CAMP LIFE FOR 1-506TH INFANTRY...
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HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

Personal Security Detail (PSD)

Over this deployment our missions have varied greatly, covering everything from being
a line squad on missions to convoy escorts. Our soldiers have maintained discipline in
combat through ambushes, IEDS, and small arms fire. We are a small but yet effective
unit picked from the Battalion given the privilege of being the Battalion Commanders
own, “BODY GUARDS". The soldiers have taken this very seriously and | am proud to
have worked with these men. Sometimes | find it amazing how soldiers from all differ-
ent companies have worked together to ensure that PSD is a successful unit. it truly
shows how well our Battalion can “BAND"” together to accomplish our missions. Our
thanks goes out to all the companies that have supported our soldiers while serving
in PSD ensuring that we have the equipment we need and assisting us in every way
they can. As we continue this deployment and send more soldiers on MID-TOUR leave
our mindset will remain the same, “ANY MISSION, ANY TIME".

3 “‘“
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ANIMAL COMPANY A/3-103RD AR
A FAREWELL TO OUR BROTHERS-IN-ARMS

The time has come for A Company to stack arms and return to our homes, our fami-
lies, and our lives as citizen soldiers. In the course of the past year, the men of “Animal”
have endured, fought, and triumphed, adding another glorious chapter to the history of
the Pennsylvania Army National Guard and the Nation. As in previous struggles, from the
War of 1812 until the present day, the citizen soldier has fought beside his Active Duty
counterpart (once known as a “Regular”) to defend the Republic.

For the past six months we have shared the rigors of active service with the Soldiers
of the 1st Battalion, 506t Infantry Regiment. This is not the first time our units have
shared the hardship of the battlefield. In December of 1944, men wearing the patches of
the “Bloody Bucket” and “Screaming Eagle” fought, bled, and died in the fields, forests,
and villages of the Ardennes Forest in order to defend an obscure Belgian town named
Bastogne from Hitler's last offensive.

So as we pass from the Iraq Theater of Operations to begin demobilization, we wish
to express our highest regards to our comrades of “Red Currahee” and wish them contin-
ued success in exterminating the insurgent menace from another “obscure” foreign town
called Ramadi. We are proud to have served with you and the bonds we have forged will
never be forgotten by the soldiers of Animal. In years to come as the story of Ramadi is
written your ferocity in battle, your dedication to duty, and your Soldierly virtues will, quite
simply ..., Stand Alone!
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ALPHA COMPANY “ABLE”

One more month is behind us and we are patiently waiting until the day we are reunited with our
families and loved ones. However, there is much work to be done between that day and today. The
soldiers of Alpha Company are working tirelessly toward further disrupting the insurgent's activities,
often in temperatures above 125 degrees. The progress we have made is noticeable to all soldiers,
including our superior officers. We continue to work with the Iraqi Army and are developing bonds of
professionalism and trust. Each day we move closer to eventually leaving the fate of Ramadi in their
hands.

The soldiers of Alpha Company are making great strides in what is known to be the worst place
in Iraq. The constant hard work and steadfast dedication to duty has kept everyone safe while repel-
ling the insurgent's repeated attempts to disrupt our operations. These soldiers can hold their heads
up high and know they did what their country asked of them in conditions that are less than comfort-
able.

Alpha Company is responsible for erecting an Entry Control Point (ECP) which has had devastat-
ing effects for the insurgents. it hasn’t come easy mind you. The soldiers of Alpha Company have
worked nonstop for weeks to ensure every protective measure has been taken and every man is as
safe as possible while on duty. Every day we man that ECP we continue to halt the insurgent’s pro-
gress and will hopefully bring an end to the war in Ramadi.

Your love and support is appreciated and needed now more than ever. While there are many
different opinions concerning this war you have supported us more than | could have ever expected.
The mail and packages received thus far have been instrumental in keeping the morale of the com-
pany at the highest level possible. Also, your prayers for us here are evident as | have witnessed event
after event where it seems that God alone has stepped in and kept us safe. Please continue to pray
for us as we are in a daily fight with men sought on defeating us. Until we meet again, know that you
are constantly in our thoughts and prayers as we know your job back home is not an easy one. Alpha
Company has performed exceptionally so far and shows no signs of slowing. Thank you again for eve-
rything you've done for us. Currahee and God bless you all.

ALT Everett, William S.
1t PIt. Platoon Leader
29 May 06
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BRAVO COMPANY “OUTILAWS”

This past month has proven how vigilant our Soldiers are. Our vigilance has forced the
enemy to continuously change their tactics. Thanks to the Outlaws, there has not been
an IED detonated on our stretch of road in over two months now. The enemy continues
to try to emplace them, but our Soldiers have ensured they are not successful in their
attempts. The highlight of this month came when we finally destroyed an enemy posi-
tion which we have been attacked from on numerous occasions. We are a long way
from securing Eastern Ramadi, but the Soldiers are doing their part and moving us
closer one step at a time. The temperatures have risen into the 100s, many people are
gone on leave, and our Soldiers have stepped up into new leadership roles to maintain
their excellence in accomplishing their mission in protecting our main supply route. it
has not been an easy job for the Soldiers of Bravo Company who have been working all
day and night everyday in order to achieve this. Things such as the heat and lack of
sleep take their toll on everyone, but these men are extremely tough and dedicated to
protecting their fellow Soldiers. Bravo Company has received two new Soldiers this
past month. SPC Kyle Cunningham has joined us from the Battalion Aid Station and
now serves as 3'Y Platoon’s medic. The former medic of 3¢ Platoon, Doc Steven Melton
has rejoined the Battalion Aid Station. His services to Bravo Company will never be for-
gotten. PFC Victor Erdahl has joined 2 Platoon as a forward observer and the newest
member of the fire support team. He just transferred to us from Alpha Company and
should serve as a great addition to the team. Thank you for your continuing support for
the Outlaws. Currahee!
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CHARLIF COMPANY “GLINFIGHTERS”

There is not much of an everyday routine, while serving in Charlie Company on Camp Corregidor
as a Gunfighter. Each day differs from the last, and time passes fast due to our rotation at OP Hotel,
FOB security, and mission platoon. FOB security consists of one four hour shift, followed by eight hours
off. During those eight hours we like to pass time by watching movies, playing cards, or going to the
gym.

Mission platoon consist of conducting missions within a district called the Malaab in eastern
Ramadi. These missions can range from thirty minutes to two hours long. Most missions we work be-
side the new well trained Iraqi Army. OP Hotel is a position located along MSR Michigan, the battalion’s
main resupply route. This route is extremely important due to the fact that this is how we receive our
mail, food and ammunition. We use the hotel to over watch MSR Michigan to make sure that insurgents
don’t emplace IED’s. Lately, the route has become much safer and the IED threat has dropped drasti-
cally. This rotation keeps us busy and makes the time go by fast. In our down time we also use the inter-
net at the MWR building that is located on Camp Corregidor. The lines are usually long, however, being
able to talk to loved ones is worth the wait.

Here on Camp Corregidor | finally learned the definition of “hot!" The sun seems to beat down on
you from sunrise to sunset. Even if you manage to avoid the sun, the heat still takes a toll on you. it
doesn’t matter if you're returning from a mission, or just getting off of tower guard, you are usually
soaked from head to toe. What helps us get through the day is not just the cold water and the air condi-
tioner, but also the good spirit of the Gunfighters around you. These same guys to your right and left
make that much of a difference in having a pleasant experience during the full year in lraq and dealing
with the void of not being with our families. Were half way through this deployment and half way from
coming home. GUNFIGHTER CURRAHEE!!

SPC Sommer and Cruz
3+ Platoon
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DFEILTA COMPANY “DFAL FR”
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Death Dealer Family and Friends,

I would like to thank you all for the sup-
port you have given the Soldiers of Delta Com-
pany. |truly believe they are the best and they
prove it everyday. The good news is we have
crossed the 6 month mark. Yes we are over the
hump and closer to home. We have been busy
and that is probably an understatement. How-
ever these are some highlights of what your Sol- &
diers have done during the past 6 months: 246 |
convoy escorts, 146 raids into every area in
Ramadi (clearing some 400+ houses), 46 com-
pany missions, 9 battalion missions and numer-
ous hours of guard duty (to numerous to men-
tion)......oh yea and we are not done yet! They
have worked with every group you can think of
from Military Working Dogs (they all love the ' - : .
dogs), Special Operations (who knows who), Naval Special Warfare (we have good stories about them).
Civil Affairs, Marine Anglico (for Aircraft), Air Force JTAC, Tactical Questioning Teams, Signal Intelligence
teams, Psychological Operations, and of course each other. They have done this in some of the roughest
neighborhoods in Iraq. If it is happening here your Soldiers have been a part of it. It would be a travesty if
| did not mention that they are the backbone of this battalion....and they know it. All of this has come with
a price. The death of SGT Dan and SFC Rogers is forever etched in our hearts and our thoughts and
prayers go out to all whom are recovering from wounds here on our journey at Camp Corregidor, Ramadi.
All are working hard and will get back into the fight and we eagerly await the day when they return back
to our ranks.

This newsletter is my last due to change of command on June 25 at the end of this month with CPT Tapp.
He and his wife are good fit for Team Delta and will carry the torch with some of the best Soldiers this
world has to offer. | want to personally thank all the families for the support you have given me and my
family and 1 am sure it will continue for Tapp family as TM Delta turns another page in history. | will al-
ways remember the men from Delta. They have truly been an inspiration for all to emulate. | would not
want to go to war with any other by my side. Thanks for all you have sacrificed from anniversaries to birth-
days it is hard and | consider that above and beyond the call of duty of most families. | must thank all the
members of the Family Readiness Group | appreciate your patience with Army red tape and the way things
happen....sometimes without common sense attached. You have all really been there for the company
and we appreciate it. To all the leaders of the Family Readinesss group... | thank you for all the hours on
the phones and the help you have given the company and all the information and support you give one an-
other. | hope you have a good summer and | will see you all when | come home on leave. | have to thank
you all personally. Rest assured, we are going to continue to put the spurs into whatever stands in our
way. | believe we are making a difference here in the Al Anbar Province of Ramadi, lraq. The local Iraqi
population suffers daily by the hands of our enemy from abuses of property, threats to children and adult
population alike, endangering children by using them as human shields despite all of this when they do
fight they lose badly. Their days are numbered and they know it. The people here want change and are
starting to help the Iraqi Army and us. This will ultimately lead to Iraqi's helping themselves. Although |
would not plan a vacation to the Ramadi area just yet...l think things are moving in the right direction.
These people are realizing that freedom is not free; it comes with a price and they must seize their future.
| cherish every day | have remaining with the company and every mission we go on. | will miss the men
from Delta and | thank you and them for all you do. They are the reasons why. Dealer 6
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FCHO COMPANY

The Distribution Platoon has been kept busy for the past month. While assisting the 1-506t" Infantry
Battalion with all logistical support, the Distribution Platoon moved over 1,000 barriers that weigh
10,000 pounds each, during the month of May. SGT Long has been running the forklift almost non-stop
for the past month, loading and unloading all sorts of supplies for the Battalion, and has done amazing
things with the forklift.

SSG Hayes and SSG Barton have been running the various convoys and Combat Logistic Patrols, and the
platoon has been coming together very well as a cohesive team.

SSG Barton stood in as the convoy commander for the month of May, since the Platoon Leader LT Eden
was out of the fight for 2 weeks battling kidney stones. SSG Barton did a fantastic job, and when asked,
said, “| enjoy leading Soldiers, this is too easy!"

Everyone Iin the platoon is working so well as a team, that the platoon is constantly tasked by the
Battalion to accomplish various missions. The platoon has loaded, transported, secured, and
downloaded a variety of supplies to several positions in the surrounding area, building many different
fighting positions for the Iraqgi Army, from scratch. The days are becoming increasingly hot, as it is just
the beginning of June, and temperatures are already in the upper 120’s. The spirits of the Soldiers con-
tinues to soar, as we are all excited to come back home and spend time in the safety of our homes.
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER:
CPT PAUL ANTHONY HALLADAY

A Father’s Gift

s As the Chaplain for our unit every soldier comes to me to receive a *“Leave Brief”
_ | before he or she goes on R&R. We cover many topics in that brief, from how to
behave when you are at home to what to expect when you find yourself dealing
with difficult issues brought on by our military duty. [ end each brief with this
injunction: Let your families see you pray. I tell the soldiers that your families
look to you for protection, if they see you looking to someone greater than your-
self for your protection you will have done nothing greater to instill knowledge of God in their minds and hearts than to let them see

you pray.

My conviction on this point came as the result of a conversation | once had with a husband and father in one of my civilian parishes.
He was and 1s a very devout man with a genuine, fatherly concemn for his children. He attended daily 0610 Mass usually bringing
one of his children with him, Father and child listened to the Gospel, to the sermon that followed (which was never very long) and
dutifully participated in the rest of Mass. In our conversation that day, however, he expressed his concern for his children and their
well being. His oldest son was just coming into his teen-age vears with two daughters not far behind. He was concerned for their
moral and spiritual well being given so much in the world to pull them away from what he was so admirably trying to instill in them.

I convinced him that the lesson he was imparting to them was an invaluable one; not only the lesson of personal sacrifice for a higher
cause, but the lesson of personal conviction, Their presence at his side while he prayed cemented that lesson in their minds. The
cldest son is probably graduating from high school now and 1 don’t know for sure if he still attends Mass in the momings or not; |
would hope so, but what is of greatest importance is the example that has been set for him in the witness of his father.

Such a gift pays dividends of the highest order and while it 1s customary to give fathers a gift on Fathers Day, perhaps fathers may
think of the gift of faith in God that they can give to their children. Tt will certainly be a gift that is returned to you a thousand times
over.

and our way of life. This issue is also dedicated to the families and loved ones of those
same service members who worry and wait in constant hope for their safe return home.
We Stand Alone... Together! = 2

DEDICATION: P
Every issue of the RED CURRAHEE COURIER is dedicated to the brave men and women ﬂ
of the United States Armed Forces who are deployed in harms way to protect our country . ‘A
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In honor of our Air Force brothers, and the difficulty that our Soldiers and Marine brothers have had in
communicating with them, we have developed an Air Force Translation Chart. Hopefully this helps to
bridge the communication gap between us and our Air Force brothers.

NAVY/USMC AIR FORCE
Head Latrine Powder Room
Rack Bunk Single with ruffie and duvet
Mess Deck / Chow Hall Mess Hall / Mess Tent Dining Facility or the Cafe
"Cookie" / Stew Burner Mess Cook Contract Chef
Coffee / Mud Cup of Joe Vanilla Skim Latte
bug Juice Kool-Aid Shirley Temple
Utilities / Digitals BDUs / ACUs Casual Wear
Seaman / Private Private Bobby / Jimmy
Chief / Gunny Sergeant Bob / Jim
Captain / Skipper Colonel Robert / James
Captain's Mast Article 15 Time Out
Berthing / Barracks Barracks Apartment
Skivies / U-Trau Underwear Undies
Thrown in the Brig Put in Confinement Grounded

Zoom Bag Flight Suit Businiess Casual
Cover / Head Gear Beret Optional
Ship's Store / BX PX (PX Trailer) AAFES Shopping Mall
TAD TDY PCS with family
Cruise / Afloat Deploy Huh?
Ground Grabbers Athletic Shoes Flip-flops
Die for your Country Die for your Battie Buddy Die for Air Conditioning
Terminate / Kill Take out Back on Base for Happy Hour
Boon Dockers Jump Boots Birkenstocks
Low Quareters Low Quarters Patent Leather Pumps
SEAL Special Forces / Rangers Librarian
Shore Patrol / MPs MPs SF
Oouh-Rah! Hoo-ah! Hip-Hip Hurray
MRE MRE Happy Meal to GO
Salute Salute Wave
Obstacle Course Confidence Course Class VI Parking Lot
Grinder / Drill Field Parade Field What?
Ge-Dunk Snack Bar Chuck E. Cheese
PT Test APFT "No conversion available"
Dept. of the Navy DoD DoD Lite
Midshipman Cadet Debutant
Hard-Core Strak "Way too Serious"







