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Welcome to the May edition of the Red Currahee Courier. The bat-
talion continues to conduct successful full spectrum combat opera-
tions to defeat insurgents in East Ramadi while facilitating the integra-
tion of Iraqi Security Forces in our area of operations.

One recent and welcomed change for 1-506t" IN is the increased

“~ | media attention the battalion has gained in the past few weeks. The
‘ bottom line: The word is finally getting out about the discipline, skill,
| will and teamwork of Task Force Red Currahee! Journalists have

found their way to East Ramadi recently due to the success of our
. counter-insurgency operations here. Our Soldiers have been featured
, i on CBS.com, Fox News.com, MSNBC, and Associated Press articles
carried by newspapers across the country in the past few weeks. TF
Red Currahee was also recently featured on the front page of the Star

& Stripes here in Iraq (see bottom right). We are extremely pleased

with the new found exposure for the Soldiers of this great battalion,

because we take great pride in the daily accomplishments of our Sol-
diers, and the amazing accounts of the courage and sacrifice of your Red Currahees deserve to be told.
Check out the Red Currahee webpage for news updates.

Our unit of the month is the Sapper Platoon, 2nd
Platoon, C Company, 876t Engineers of the Penn-
sylvania National Guard. These Soldiers are a
phenomenal combat multiplier for TF Red Curra-
hee by providing expertise in cache clearance,
breaches, reconnaissance, barrier emplacement,
evidence collection, and use of explosives to
name a few of their skill sets. Led by 1LT Christo-
pher Wike and SSG Shawn Johnson, the Sappers
have been essential to the success of TF Red Cur-
rahee in Ramadi.

The insurgent activity in Ramadi is unlike any-
where else in Iraq, but your Red Currahee Soldier
is up to the challenge and exceeds the expecta-
tions of their leaders and their fellow Soldiers
every day. We are inspired by the courage and
commitment of our wounded comrades who con-
tinue to recuperate stateside, and though they
cannot be physically with us, they continue to
serve with us in our minds and in our hearts.
Brothers, you are missed every day and not forgot-
ten. The continued support of the 506t Regimen-
tal Association; Family Readiness Group and Rear
Detachment has been a huge boost to the motiva-
tion and morale of your Red Currahees as...

We Stand Alone...Together! - RC6
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The Sapper Platoon attached to Red Currahee is actually 2** Platoon Charlie Company of the 876"
Engineer Battalion, 28" Infantry Division from the Pennsylvania National Guard. The mechanized combat
engineer platoon known as the Sapper Platoon has had a very successful tour here at Combat Outpost since
their arrival last July. They have located, seized and destroyed 132 enemy weapons and ordinance caches in

-y the Red Currahee area of
operations. Using mine
detectors, sledgehammers,
and explosives, the Sapper
Platoon’s main mission is
to breach obstacles and
clear zones for enemy
explosive stockpiles. The
versaltility of the Sappers is
proven by the wide vanety
of missions they have
conducted here in theater.
Some of these tasks include
constructing fighting
positions, cratening roads,
imploding buildings with
demolishens, walk and talk
patrols, securnty escorts,
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raids, cordon and searches, recons, cache sweeps, and obstacle
construction/breaching.

Some of the high profile cache seizures were found in the Industrial
Area of the Red Currahee AO as depicted below during Operation
Grease Monkey on July 21¥ 2005, and in the Stadium and schools in
the Mulaab late last year. Since the amval of the 1-506", most of the
cache seizures have been along the Euphrates River.

The Sapper Platoon’s success here in Ramadi can be directly
attributed to their resilient work ethic and strong NCO core. When
searching for caches, they leave no area unsearched, no matter how
difficult the terrain. Many of the caches they have uncovered have
been in place for years, and units ahead of us have searched through
these areas without finding them. The attention to detail and thorough
searches completed by this platoon have paid off in saving the lives of
countless Soldiers by seizing over 80,000 1bs of enemy explosives
used for IEDs out of east Ramadi.
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G i COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR’'S CORNER

SOLDIER OF THE MONTH; PFC Flynt, Jeremy of Outlaw Company for courage
under fire during a complex attack on OP 3. His tactical awareness, employ-
ment of available weapon systems and accuracy of fires had a direct impact
on the Ops successful defense of the enemies attack.

NCO OF THE MONTH: SFC Baker, Bubba of 2/28 FSB will be leaving us this
month and his contributions to our Battalion although behind the scene,
have been nothing short of spectacular!! His work has not only improved this
Battalions command and control capabilities, but it also has helped the qual-
ity of life for every Soldier in the Red Currahee's Battalion! We will miss you
Bubba, especially when the lights go out!!!

FROM THE COMMAND SERGEANT MAIOR,;
Dear Family Members, and Friends,

The Soldiers of the Battalion continue to perform superbly, and as in
most long rotations we are starting to get a little bit of “cabin fever”. You know the deal, you see the
same people 24 hours a day 7 days a week and some times you just need a break! Rest assured we will
over come this as we get closer to redeployment. This month we had the Grand opening of the R/C
PXtra, which is really just some AAFES stuff we bring on the log packs from the bigger Bases and sell
on our FOB. We don't have a lot of things to sell, but a lot of hard work from Cpt. Liles the S-4 and our
distro platoon from Echo Company went in to make it happen. Outlaw Company finished up by providing
help to run it. it's the little things like this every month that get us to the next month.

Can you believe we are at the half way point? | know to some it must feel like a year has passed,
or at least it seems that way to me, but half way done sounds better then a third! Summer break starts
this month for most of our children so to them and my own | say, congratulations on your passing to the
next grade and | hope you enjoy the summer break as much as possible. Most of our married Soldiers
should be home for at least a little time with the kids while they are out of school.

I will close in saying this last month we lost 3 of the finest NCOs in the Army, bar none. Their
leadership, professionalism, and courage under fire in the face of the enemy tell us exactly what kind
of men they really were; True American Heroes. We are extremely privileged to have served with them
and we will be honored to serve their families for as long as we live. Thank you all for your support, and
God bless you and the United States of America.

STANDS ALONE!
Michael P Catterton

CSM, USA
Battalion Command Sergeant Major
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s UNDERSTANDING IRAQI CULTURE-BIRTH OF THE 11TH IMAM Q

Birth & Childhood

When he was horn his father said that it was an order from the prophet s.a.w. that he should be named
Hasan. it was so well known that the last Imams father would be called Hasan that people had previously
looked for the 12th Imam amongst the sons of Imam Hasan Al-Mujtaba (a.s.)

His mother was Sulail (or Hudaitha) who was a slave of the 10th Imam whom he had freed and subse-
quently married. The 10th Imam said of her that she was one who was free from all vice and pollution and
that she was one of the righteous ones. After the 11th Imam's martyrdom he left all the "orders" of Imamate
with her (his mother).

Once when Imam Hasan Al-Askery (A.S.) was a young child he fell into a well near their house. His father
Imam Ali An-Nagi (A.S.) was praying and didn't even notice the commotion around him of the ladies crying.
When he finished praying and asked what had happened, he was told. He went towards the well. The water
rose and all saw the 11th Imam sitting peacefully on the water and playing.

Bahlool once saw the young Imam crying in the street where all the other children were busy playing with
their toys. He asked whether Imam was crying because he had no toys to play with. Imam replied: "We have
not heen created to play!"

Bahlool asked where he had learnt his from and the Imam said :

"Have you not read the Qur'an where it says - "Do you think we have created you in vain and that you will
not be returned to us".

When Bahlool heard this he asked Imam for some advice. Imam talked about death, barzakh and giyama
and cried so much, he fainted. When he came to, Bahlool asked him why he was so fearful as he was not even
baligh yet. Imam said:

"I have watched my mother light a fire; she uses the little twigs to get the hig pieces of wood to bumn; |
fear that on giyama Allah too will use little ones to light the hig ones.

Life & Works Ahmed Bin Ishaq relates that when he heard of the death of the 10th Imam he went to
Samarra and asked for the whereabhouts of the 11th Imam. He was told that Imam had heen imprisoned by
Mo'taz Billah. After bribing the guards he was able to visit Imam one night. He described the prison as a tun-
nel under the Khalifa's home where there was no space to stretch ones legs nor room to be able to stand. Ah-
med says he cried when he saw Imams condition. Food was only one glass of water and a piece of dry bread a
day.

He was imprisoned because all the rulers knew of the justice that was promised to come with the coming
of the 12th Imam and they wished to prevent anyone heing born of the 11th Imam.

Whilst in prison he told his companions to accumulate all the masails of Figh and he completed the ma-
sails on the chapters that were found missing. He introduced the institution of "Tagleed" advising people to
follow those who were learned, "Muttaqi', and just, as he was in prison and it was extremely difficult for peo-
ple to meet him. Khums was collected through his representative and masails too asked to him, Abu-Ja'fer
Uthman bin Saeed, who was later to hecome the representative of the 12th Imam.

There was once a severe drought in Samarra and a Christian priest came who whenever he raised his
hands caused rain to fall from the heavens. The Muslims faith started wavering and the Khalifa Mo'taz Billah
got worried for if they left Islam he would have none to rule over.

He went to the 11th Imam saying that Imam's grandfathers religion was in trouble. Imam asked him to
call all the people outside Samarra with the Christian priest. He asked the Christian priest to pray for rain.
When he raised his hands to pray it started to rain. Imam asked for whatever was in this hands to be taken
away and then asked him to pray for rain again. There was no rain this time. Imam showed that what the
priest had in this hand was the hone of a Prophet which whenever placed under the open sky caused it to
rain.

Imam then prayed for rain and it rained. Mo'taz could not re imprison Imam for some time for when the
people saw the miracle they all wanted to visit Imam and asked where they might find him. Imam pointed to
the Khalifa and asked them to ask him. Mo'taz told them that Imam was staying at the house where the 10th
Imam used to reside.

Bibi Nargis was there and it was in that year that the 12th Imam was born. Imam was allowed out of
prison for 13 months after which he was rearrested.

Burial The funeral prayers were led by the 12th Imam and it was then that a lot of Shia's saw him for the
first time. A large number of people attended the funeral and he is buried in Samarra.
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CAMP LIFE FOR 1-506TH INFANTRY...
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HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

BATTALION S-1

The Battalion S-1 has the constant mission of providing administrative and financial support to
the Soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 506t Infantry, a job that we take very seriously. We know that the
Soldiers within our Battalion are constantly engaged in battle to take down the enemy, but we en-
sure that each Soldier does not have to worry about if he is getting paid, or is his/her SGLI updated,
“have my entitlements kicked in?", or “where are our my promotion orders?”.

As the S-1 our job is to minimize those concerns for Soldiers so that they can be focused on
the battle at hand. Our office consist of the Battalion Adjutant, 1LT Adler, who is just coming on
board from serving as the Executive Officer for Charlie Company, SFC Uyen and SFC Barber, Shift
NCOIC's, CPL Crouthamel, BN PSNCO, SPC Streets, Finance Clerk, PFC Jones, Awards and Promo-
tions, PFC Parilla-Leaves and SGT Cantey-Legal.

The Officers, NCO's and Soldiers of this Battalion should be provided with all answers in re-
gards to their personnel and financial issues, and we make a total commitment to ensure when
they leave our office they can be satisfied with the services that we have provided to them.

We are also responsible in providing up to date information to the Battalion Commander and
Battalion Command Sergeant Major on any issue that they may have concerns about regarding the
Soldiers and the manning of their Battalion, and | feel we are accomplishing that mission, because,
I have been here for two years and nobody has gotten fired yet.

| know we are not patrolling certain districts nor are we engaging the enemy, but we are pro-
viding a true commitment to the welfare of our Soldiers and their families and we want to ensure
that our Soldiers can come in at anytime to address any issue any time of the day, we are always
accessible to them 24 hours a day.
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ANIMAL COMPANY A/3-103RD AR

The month of May has arrived and Animal Company begins its 10t month assigned to Camp Corregidor/
Combat Outpost. By the time we begin the redeployment process for return to CONUS (Continental United
States) we, along with the rest of the 2~ BCT, will have spent more time in-Theater than most, if not all,
Reserve Component units preceding them. This distinction is not lost on the Soldiers of Animal. For al-
most a year now, they have lived, fought, and triumphed in what is undoubtedly the “hottest spot in Iraq”
and subsequently the focal point of the entire War on Terror. Recently, several Soldiers from the company
were given valor awards for conduct above and beyond the call of duty.

SPC Kristopher Trayer was awarded a Bronze Star Medal with 'V’ for his actions during the 15 Sep-
tember 2005 attack on ECP 5. SPC Trayer was manning an isolated tower when he and SSG Robert
McDonald (who will also receive the award), came under intense small arms and RPG fire. Without hesi-
tation, SPC Trayer and SSG McDonald returned a heavy and concentrated counter-fire, thus allowing their
platoon to maneuver and defeat the enemy attack.

SGT Douglas Mignot received an ARCOM with 'V’ for his courage and dedication to duty last fall
when the M1114 he was driving was struck by an IED. The event occurred during an exfiltration from Mi-
laab. SGT Mignot was wounded by fragments from the IED, but continued to operate his vehicle, bringing
it and the crew safely back to the FOB.

Several Soldiers were awarded an ARCOM with 'V’ for actions in the 3 October assault on ECP-5/
BP-4. These Soldiers displayed exceptional dedication to duty during this attack. These Soldiers include
SSG Frank Jost, SGT Lee Hardin SGT David Klinger, SPC Joseph Golombowski, SPC Kenneth Mench, and
SPC Shane Mulcahy. In addition, SPC Mulcahy was awarded a second ARCOM with 'V’ for his actionson a
20 January complex attack on Position 2 on ASR Michigan.

S$SG Jerome Johnson was awarded an ARCOM with ‘V’ for his actions at ECP-7 West. SSG Johnson
risked his life in order to pull wounded Iraqi Army personnel to safety after they were struck by small arms
fire. Such selfless conduct exemplifies the cooperation that exists between U.S. and Iraqi forces.

We applaud the courage and dedication of these Soldiers.
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ALPHA COMPANY “ABLE”

This month Able Company continued full spectrum operations in Eastern Ramadi. We were joined by
the 1st and 2~ Battalions of the 1+ Iragi Army Brigade. The “IIF" as we call them have three years of fight-
ing experience across Iraq, and have already served honorably in Baghdad, Fallujah, Al Hut and various
other places. They bring a wealth of cultural expertise to the fighting force as well as combat experienced
veterans. It has been a pleasure working with the IIF, thus far and we look forward to giving them the lead
in future operations here in Ramadi.

As most of you are aware, our 2n¢ Platoon “Maniacs” received some national news coverage during
a mission recently. While clearing a residential area and distributing the 10 campaign north of the Saddam
Mosque, the Maniacs along with the 2~ Company IIF, where engaged by insurgent forces. During the hour
long firefight that ensued, our boys along with their Iraqi counterparts, fought bravely, killing four insur-
gents.

Also new this month was the establishment of TCP (traffic control point) 8 and the rebuilding of the
IP (Iraqi Police) station. The purpose of TCP 8 is to deny the insurgency freedom of maneuver along Route
Apple and Suphia Road. The IP station will provide the IIF a fixed site in sector, and its establishment de-
nies the insurgency freedom of movement in the Industrial Area, Route Michigan, Canal and Suphia roads.
Able Company and the 2 and 4t» Companies IIF, along with enablers from Easy Company, Sappers, HHC
Scouts and Navy Special Warfare snipers conducted this mission. Over a five day period, our men and
women, along with Iraqi forces worked continuously to establish this new fixed site. | am amazed at our
soldiers resolve in accomplishing this mission. It took 100% effort from all involved across a wide range of
operational and logistical support. The insurgency tried daily to deter our efforts, with no effects. Since the
establishment of ECP 8 we have received several tips from the local populace in reference to insurgent ac-
tivity. As a result, our forces have had greater success in killing or capturing insurgents and locating IEDs.

As always, the men of Able Company appreciate all of your support. The packages, letters, emails
and phone calls keep us driving on over here and we look forward to seeing you all again, when our mis-
sion is complete. Until then take care, Godspeed and love.

Currahee!
2LT Josiah B. Blalock
Maniac PL "AKA”
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BRAVO COMPANY “OUTLAWS”

Another month has passed and the Soldiers of B Company continue to refine their war fighting skills. The
combined effort of the company has neutralized the insurgents’ ability to emplace IEDs along the stretch of
road we have been tasked to secure. The enemy will continue to adjust their tactics, and so will we. As the
Outlaws continue to execute our assigned mission, the company has also fielded and trained on several new
pieces of equipment focused making us a more lethal organization while providing our Soldiers with in-
creased protection. The warm desert weather is now creeping up on us. Lately the average temperature is
in the mid-nineties. Soon we will see the temperature top out around 120 degrees. In preparation for the
heat, we just finished installing air conditioners in the Soldiers’ rooms. Leave has been flowing smoothly. It
is a welcomed break for the long days the company has been putting in since we arrived in Iraq. Approxi-
mately a third of the Soldiers have been on, or are currently on leave. The Soldiers are also extremely grate-
ful for the numerous care packages sent to us from families, friends, or just supportive Americans. Thanks
again for your unwavering and unconditional love and support up to this point. It does not go unnoticed.

AIR ASSAULT!
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CHARLIE COMPANY “GLINFIGHTERS”
The life of a Charlie Company FISTER is one filled with

danger, excitement, camaraderie, and fun. We cannot say
too much about what we do outside the wire, but we get the
job done every time we go out. Once aspect of being a fire
supporter is calling for fire, but our environment and our
proximity to the city means that we cannot execute that
function too often. FIST Soldiers are augmented to the riflie
platoons and assist in the intelligence operations of the
company. Now that we are attached to the rifle platoons, it
_ offers us a chance o establish a closer relationship with our
: ,.‘\'\1} closest brothers-in-arms, the Infantry. Being with the Infan-
N> try is an experience like no other because they are a spirited
COMBAT OUTPOST ARRANADL group of individuals who's motivation and faith in their lead-
- | ership is unshakeable, even against the unseen dangers of
} Ramadi. The leaders of the FIST section are also a highly
motivated and charismatic bunch.

Many exciting things have happened since our FIST arrived here in Ramadi. We were
able to get our new luxurious port-ojohns, which are pumped daily. Also, we recently re-
ceived our very own shower trailer, which should have received it's own Purple Heart from
the last owner, because it has been hit by a 60mm mortar round. One might say that it
adds character, but these things are routine for the Charlie Company FIST element.

Recreation has been hard to come by here in the FOB, but when we have free time,
we pass it by relaxing most of the time. There are a few forms of recreation provided at
our local MWR center, which contains a wide selection of reading material and movies
playing all the time on the television. Every once in a while we get outside and toss a foot-
ball around, but generally our fun is regulated by our mission schedule. All in all being
here with the “Gunfighters” is an enriching experience. Through the toil and hardship to
the good times, we of the Charlie Company FIST are glad to do our part.
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DELTA COMPANY “DEALER”

IN MEMORY OF SERGEANT FIRST CLASS GREGORY, ROGERS S, Delta Company, 1-506t Infantry Regi-
ment, 101t AIRBORNE (AASLT), United States Army.

| had the honor of serving with Sergeant Rogers for the past two years from being a First Sergeant In Brave
Company to a Platoon Sergeant in Delta Company he will be remembered for his common sense, specifically his
“Keep it simple stupid” mantra which | had come to love.

SFC Rogers was truly a soldier in every sense of the word. He had been there and done that throughout the world
in too many duty stations to mention. He had served with just about everyone in this room from private to COL.

He was a great leader- always put his platoon first including the night he died. His vehicle was struck by an IED while
performing a route clearance with his platoon on the night of 8 April 2006. SFC Rogers bravely performed his job fully
knowing the hazards of his profession. Without the determination and selfless service of SFC Rogers there is no
doubt that the platoon he so loved and cared for would have suffered more casualties.

We always remember the |ast words we say to someone whom we lose. | spoke with him about a minute before
he got in his vehicle to begin the route clearance mission and | always joked with him about listening to the radio....|
said “keep your ear on the DeathDealer frequency because your platoon leader will be on the mission freq”. He
laughed and said “don’t worry if anything happens | will be calling you on every radio we own". | knew something hap-
pened to him when there was no contact with the ever present radio traffic of D47.

He was always the voice of 4th platoon | could count on during any mission. | will miss the leadership, attention to
detail, and candid way he put things. We will all miss his chuckle about the absurdity we often deal with and the talks
about how things ought to be.

Like anyone he had dreams. He recently lost his wife and his plans were to build his dream house in Tennessee
near Clarksville so he could always be near soldiers. Although he never got to build that house | am sure he and his
wife are together at this moment. To try and capture his life in words Is very difficult. He was a dedicated soldier, car-
ing father and loving husband. What more could we want to accomplish? This is hard on every soldier in the com-
pany. We recently had a rare opportunity to watch video as this incident happened and during the aftermath of the
attack. We can take comfort knowing that....every soldier and leader was focused on doing exactly what leaders like
SFC Roger's trained them to do. Be ready for the unknown. | am proud to have known SFC Roger’s. He died a warrior
and would want all he served with to continue the fight with the same commitment he had. It was an honor and a
privilege to serve with him.

Ranger’s lead the way!






