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Government, in accordance with DoD 4528.80fficial Mail Management Manual.

From the Battalion Command Te:

Task Force Red Currahee Family and Friends,

By now you have all heard the news regarding the death of Osama Bin Laden. For Task
Force Red Currahee, we welcome the news as we press on with relentless pressure again
the enemies of Afghanistan and the US.

W'e mourn the loss of our fallen Hero SGT John P. Castro killed 22 April 2011. | know the
entire Currahee Family will continue to keep SGT Castro's wife Delia and their children
Natalia and Kamren in our thoughts and prayers. SGT Castro was a founding member of
Dealer Company,-506 IN after it was reconstituted at Fort Campbell in 2004.

SGT Castro was born in Andrews, Texas. SGT Castro passed up a professional basebal
offer to enlist out of higkschool and his friends and neighbors honored him when he was
transported 47 miles from the Midland/Odessa Airport, thousands of people lined the road.
The roads in the small town of Andrews, TX were down to only one lane due to the number
of people that came out to welcome him home. The local convention center received 1000
people for SGT Castro's Memorial. Over 200 patriot guard riders and the entire town of
Andrews came out and again lined the street leading to the convention center. Also in
attendance was Richard Brinkley, a PFC who jumped into Normandy and Holland with
HHC, 1-506th IN. SGT Castro represents TF Red Currahee and we will honor his legacy
with our service and never forget his sacrifice.

While returning from RR Leave, | had to honor to meet with our wounded warriors at Wal-
ter Reed and left inspired. | am pleased to report that our wounded Soldiers are receiving
world class care. The sacrifices of our Soldiers is tremendous. Our Mission continues with
significant challenges, but | continue to believe in our cause. Our Soldiers impress me
daily with their resolve, commitment, compassion and selfless service. We continue to take
the fight to the enemy.

Currahee and Stands Alone!
~LTC David Womack & CSM Charles Judd

Military working dog exploiting an objective




{ Volume 4 Issue 4 Page 2

nds Corner éé

PROPER PERSPECTIVE

Awhy Me?0 AWhy now?0 How many times in |life have
stances and difficult situations? No doubt the believers in Ephesus had similar questions as they faced various &iatsl
of Paul és imprisonment for preaching the gospel. Yea
tion of the Holy Spirit, penned the | etter to the o
behind the suffering they were experiencing at that time.

Li kewi se, a proper perspective on suffering todayhers
Paul reveals within the third chapter of Ephesiansat
the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known t

What was that?!? This reason seems strange and irry
pl acesdo are the same demonic external e3r) e n@d oedsd sP aduel mo
grace and wisdom to those demonic forces that are in rebellion to Him is one of the manifold purposes of the churc
this so? Because God is showing His wisdom in doing
than when that which is greater is in rebellion and disobedience against Him.

Psalm 8 affirms that mankind was created | ater thant
into this fact as Lucifer was created as a powerful guardian angel whose pride led him to reject submission to God

signed role. As a result he was judged, removed from his role and banished to earth (Ezek 28.17). So when you op
bles to Genesis, Lucifer a.k.a. Satan is already in rebellion, judged, and on the scene waiting to mislead the mamasual
So the entire outworking of history from that ©point

through calling mankind which is fAlessodo to trust, ok
rebellion to God and facing ultimate judgment. That is the testimony throughout the Old Testament. It is the testimo
the New Testament. And yes, that is Paulds original

When you encounter various trials and suffering count it a privilege and blessing. These circumstances are allowed
strengthen your faith and to teach rebellious demons the wonderful joy, freedom and power experienced through tru
ment , and obedience! So often | get the question, i
answer i s, ANO! 0 While there are al ways personal

Hi mself at the cross. What is left to pay for ? Sanightg
ous, that He might bring us to God.o (1lPet 3.18)

ffoutcomedo is based upon your personal faith in th2d).0p
you believe this? Do you believe that God is mad abis
not the end of the story. Ask the right quest inmethrough
this circumstancetogrowment o t he person you desire and have threugh
me in this circumstance to mold othersnt o t he people you desire and have

Remember, it is not about you. Paul knew this even as he was imprisoned and writing to his congregations. How bles
to have this |l etter preserved throughout history asor
by bad theology. Know that God the Father has called you into relationship with Himself, the Lord Jesus Christ is ¢
and the Holy Spirit enables you to live with a proper perspective and navigate through suffering. Do not lose heart!

For His Glory,
~CH (CPT) Michael Johnso
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In Memory of SGT John Paul Castro

we happy f ew,_hewedabtransdedsohis bldod vath rhee Shall be nky drother." ~Shakespeare Henry V

From the establishment of armed forces through our current day in Q
time men and women of great stature have passed through our ranks. Soldiers
who have volunteered to sacrifice the conveniences of our traditional society for Sgt Castro had served his entire Army career with Red Currahee

the hopes of being part of something larger than themselves. | will argue thatiiing fromthe ranks of private to sergeant, while holding positions from
you were to ask anyone who has ever met SGT John Paul Castro they would tgfleman to squad leader, and in the process touched Soldiers throughout
you that he was man of unparalleled distinction. the brigade and Families throughout the community

SGT Castro was the true embodiment of what it meant to be a Sol- Sgt Castro arrived in July 200&hd was assigned @& PLT
dier. He was an experienced combat veteran serving his third tour of duty withealer Co and deployed with them in 2006 to Ramadi, Iraq. In June 2008,
the same Company for which he entered into the service almost 7 years ago. f€was assigned td%®LT Dealer Co and deployed once again with the
was dedicated, both mentally and physically resilient. As a Platoon Leader, lfged Currahees, this time to Wardak and Khost, Afghanistan. Sgt Castro
is the caliber of NCO you pray to serve amongst, to learn from, and to have @sntinued to excel as an NCO and attained the position of squad leader for
one of the leaders within your unit. To the men'6P3atoon, he was our rock, 3 Dealer deploying with us again this past Augublis commitment to
the man who feared nothing and the one who would be the first to be there fe(ty ran deep as illustrated by the fact that SGT Castro had jestiseed
anyone no questions asked. in Decembeto continue serving this Army and this nation.

We will never fully understand the sacrifice that SGT John Castrosgt Castro's performance during this operation defines brotherpeod:;
made for his men and for his country. He was a husband to his wife Delia, afgrmance that occurred under fire where the max effective range for every
a father to his children Kamren and Natalia. He unselfishly gave his life for alveapon system was 50 m or less; in a fight that occurred at distances
of us so that we all may live on in peace. He Wa e measured in hand grenade range; and within a complex
loving father, who spoke personally to me on frequg environment of walled mazes and galat structures dur-
occasion about the times he enjoyed so greatly spd ing the hours of darkness. It was within this context,
ing with his Family. He would talk about back ya I closing with and destroying a determined enemy force
barbeques and make c¢ommj tHa®SGT Cdstrofatie his life while serving with Red

youbve eaten steak? t Burrdh8sSodieyd. i |
youbve tasted what | . 0 Then he

would walk off and chuckle, probably on his way

the gym since he unrelentlessly seeked self impro
ment.

Sgt John Castro was a great friend, a great father, and a

great man. Whether you needed help moving from one
house to another, or fixing something he was always more
than happy to help out. His passion for sports was unend-
ing. From his 90 mile per hour fast ball, to his deep bombs
during a football game, he had a fierce personality to be
the best he could bAs a friend John could always make
you laugh with a couple of words or even a sentence. He
could make you forget about the sadness or worry you had
about any given situation. Being a father in this
world there was no equal. His love for his children went
above and beyond and was the strongest of any man who
has ever been graced to walk the earth. As a man he in-
asspcmed many of those around him to accomplish more, and to find the better
in themselves. Sgt Castro left his mark as being the soft spoken, but thought-

No words | can say will ever be enough to pay my respects to SGW person who has touched all of us in more ways than one. Sgt Castro you

Castro and the actions that he has taken for all of us. He lives on amongst tiebe in our hearts, thoughts and prayers forever. May the rest of your in-
of us who survive him, within us, amongst us, and above us. SGT John Peigidible journey be peaceful and blessed. We bid you farewell and a heart-
Castro is and always will be a true American hero. warming thank you.

~MAJ Justin Reese

John was an avid sportsman, who enjoy#
the competition of local softball leagues, gained saifh
faction by working on his car, and partook in spdff
shooting with members of the platoon. SGT Cas
sacrificed all of this, and laid down his life for us, h
brothers in arms. Because, that is what we are, §
Brothers is what we always will be. Then men Bf !
Platoon will never forget the impact that John has
on our lives. | will tell my children about the greg
stature of a man he was, and how part of him lives
forever within those of us who knew him. He gave
everything so that we who live on will not have to gi
up anything. He is the reason we are able to do
we do, the reason why we are able to go home to our Families, and the re
we are able to enjoy the privileges that he fought so valiantly for.

~1LT Greg Shoemaker ~ SPC Joseph Rhodes

A A

SGT John Paul Castro. Family man. Husband. Soldier. Friend and mentor. These are the things that made him the man Liretchthevasnor and the priv-
eledge of being his friend and fellow Soldier. He was right by my side the entire time we were trainfhiglaimén for this upcoming deployment. He loved
teaching almost as much as he loved music. The mefi paBon were always his number one priority. John was that guy that everyone wanted right beside th
when the bullets started flying. Before this deployment, our platoon was at the many ranges that were conducted anuedcomgue@nt training, John was
teaching our platoon a class on the RG32 MRAP. We all know what ranges are like at Ft. Campbell during the summer. Hbtiskeladg. We all got the great
idea to jump into the MRAP and turn the AC on. So o0 paseou asleép.MeanwhleaSET.r o
Castro is pushing buttons and BAM!!! The HALON system goes off and files the cabin with white powder. Everyone is cdvérescares the living crap out of
SGT. Ochoa and everyone else bails out coughing and IbadughHerhge.. MaT.n eGas
kyou for being in our lives for the short eventful period you were. Our platoon will always carry with us the great tithesbaddones we had with you for the
rest of our lives. Heres to you John. The last original Death Dealer. May you rest in peace.

~SPC Bo Rice
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1-506th Family.
Readiness Support
Assistant (FRSA):

Tammy Phillips

270-956-0926 Office
931-472-5640 Cell

| TammyPhillips@us.army.mil
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Congratulations to
Vanessa Nohelty,
Charlie Co FRG
CoLeader for-being

- 'nominated for
Ft Campbell Division

Volunteer of the Year!

PreparingforRec nj mwkcl r ( Hmkcamkgl e

IRIS: Immediate Response Information System

Tfgg gq rfc _srmk_rcb a_j|j msr qwgr
flights. We will notify those who the Soldier selects to be notified on his/her rett

flight notification form.

Call will go outAdays prior to the Soldier being scheduled to fly out and then tf

official call is 324 hours before the flight is scheduled to land at Ft Campbg
the official call comes it means he/she is actually on the plane.

Il. Wi

Please be patient during this process. There are lots of Soldiers flying and Soldit

bumped off flights and flights get rescheduled for many reasons. Patiencée
bility are essential!

Once you have your flight ceremony number, you can track changes
uuu.a_kn cjj._pkw. kagj Gm rm rfc

of the page. More details can also be found on our vVFRG websitg.

g ]
1-800-342-9647

Families and Soldiers follow these steps to register:

- VFRG Website -

1. Go to www.armyfrg.org

2. 0On the Iéft, click on "Find An FRG"

3. Choose the state of KY, Choose Fort Campbell

ABN DIV".

5. You wi |l be prompted to enter yoeu and yo
of the SSN. If you are accepted, you are done. If you happen to get something that pops up tha
"Soldier not found"‘please email our FRSA (Tammy.L.Phillips@us.army.mil) so that it can get it f
for you. ’ : ’

=4 Find us on
Facebook
Send an email and we will invite you. |Thi

cure and you have to be approved to join. Check the group site often for information!

We have found that sometimes requests to join and messagées do not always come through
on Facebook. If you send a'message or a request to join and do not get a response, please

send an email and we will invite you.

Moving or Going Out of Town??
Please be sure to let us know if you are moving, changing phone numbe %\3& )
emails so we will have your current contact information. %/

If you are traveling out of town, please send Tammy your travel dates and the
address where you will be located, just in case of emergency.

and

4. FRGs are listed in numerical order, scroll down to the 4's. Click on "4th Brigade Combat Team, 101

ur
says
ixed

s i

email Tammy. Search groupsfo510 6t h | nf antry Regi ment 4BCT
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Hello to all Hellraiser Families and Friends,

Page 5

Another month has passed, bringing us all closer to a much anticipated reunion. Over the last month, TM Hellraiserusscoet
the standard for the Brigade in all aspects. Our Battalion Staff continues to work tirelessly planning future operatippsing) com-
panies with current needs. The BN TOC anchored by SGM Corrigan, continues to lead the way in all aspects. Also ahafvaur m

a

pl atoonbés are persistently executing various mi s s ilamntnus t® bes
honored to serve amongst these fine Soldiers and be the Commander of this great Company. Thank you to all Familigsfandlfrien
your support and sacrifices. Hang in there as we are officially on the home stretch and cannot wait till our reunion
God Bless,
~CPT Todd Tompkins, Commander
S1 Shop
To the Family and Friends of306" S1 Shop,
We hope that everyone is enjoying better weather as we head closer to
the spring season. Your Soldiers have been enjoying a mix of medium
to pleasant weather conditions varying between moderate to jwarm S2 Shop
breezy days. Despite the changes in weather, the Soldiers havi been )
doing great work here in Afghanistan. To the Family and Friends of306" S2,
Our primary focus outside of our standard mission set has been W¥B-hope that everyone is keeping their spirits high. WitH the
ing with the S3 Shop to coordinate PZ (pickup zone) helicopter|&ring in full effect here and back home, we know that the de-
erations for our Currahee brothers to take them safely out to tHePtfment is headed for the home stretch. All the Soldiers,
ferent battlefields to perform their missions. The Soldiers have [d4fe©0 s, Of ficers and Civiliadans
a tremendous job stride and are happy to support our Battalion. |With our mission to provide the best analysis on the enemy we
) can provide. )

Il 6d |li ke to congratulate the |friends and Family of SGT [Cal

decided to reenlist during the month of March. Although we arn
proud that an excellent Soldier such a SGT Calcano has elec

LQuer the past month CPT Dawson and | have been conddcting
tdatigfield circulation to the outer JCOPS. We have been work-

continue serving in this great Army, we are also saddened th

reenlistment means that he and his Family will be moving to Sch¢fisi$ and start preparing good products for the next unit.

Barracks, Hawaii. SGT Calcano and his Family will be sorely mi
and we thank them for their service to the unit.

Thank you for all your continued support and care packages. W

eagerly waiting the day when we can see your smiling faces agaifiattending the career course at Ft Huachuca and SGT Hoo

SFC Craig E. Ingram, S1 NCO q_|

qugig\/ith the Company Intelligence Teams by fine tuning p

od-

g&din every deployment we all anticipate who is coming orn
ders and how the section is going to reshape after this de
angan t . So far 16d I|ike to c

or-
ploy-
ong
who
received natification that he will be taking his analytical skill§ to
awaii. With more changes coming we are starting to mentor
the junior officers and Soldiers even more to ensure they are
fully prepared for anything. Thank you for all your continded
support!

HHC Rear Detachment:
SSG Brent Saylor
270-412-4902

brent.saylor@us.army.mil

Your HHC FRG Leadership Team:

Annette Tompkins 44Q21-7949
Sheryll Shorter 70842-7082

FRG Email Address: hhc1506@gmail.cam
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View from Yousef Khel
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S4 Shop
To the Family and Friends of306" S4,

There have been big changes in thé $hop in the last month. SQ
Gray moved up to Bagram Air Force Base to ensure supplids are
pushed down to FOB Sharana. SSG Drayton has moved from Ba
gram Air Force Base to FOB Sharana to make sure supplies ggt dis
tributed to the Companies. During this month, SGT Gray weit on

T

S3 Shop
To the Family and Friends of306" S3,

The last month has been an exciting one! We can all be prg

PFC Matthew Evans, who was the Featured Soldier of the M

PFC Evans was chosen as the Soldier of the Month for his

standing performance and dedication as the BN Daytime RTO
Evans has shown proficiency in his abilities to effectively b
track, conduct drill and ceremony, as well as many other task

leave and SPC Avitia went up to BAF to work with PVT Brockway.
Both of them have been doing a great job. SSG Drayton hag alsc
taken on the duties as Able Company Supply Sergeant and agsiste
L\iths the Change of Command process. Thé Shop has alsb
bRipked up SPC Rutherford from HHC Supply. SPC Rutherfordjwill
bgthelping out tremendously at FOB Sharana. We miss all of you
pad-keep counting down the days till our much anticipated reunjon.

attle
5 that

~
-

1LT Dan Lessard, S4 Ol

are required of him. Congratulations again to PFC Evans fi
stellar performance! We can also give congratulations to

Robert Corrigan and SPC Robert Meredith who are both expe

new borns this month!

The BN TOC/S3 has had some new additions this month tha
worth mentioning. Webve curr
Scout Platoon. SPC Porter will be a great addition to tBetéam

providing hard work and focus to the fight! With the promotior

MAJ Reese as our BN Executive officer, we can also welcom

new BN S3, MAJ Weber, as well as the new BN AssistarsS
CPT Reed and CPT Scott. We welcome all of our new brothg

the fight and
be home before you know it!

thank everyone

Thanks for all of your support and sacrifices

SFC Jason Bielski, S3 NCO

s
5GI
ctir

Ippo

C

HHC RESUPPLY

HHC on Air Assualt

S6 Shop
To the Family and Friends of306" S6,

Over the last month the-306 Infantry Battalion Communications
shop has been working toward improving communication assets
within the Battalion. We have been coordinating and condugting
classes while supporting our elements throughout the area of @pere
tions. The platoon continues to work hard, push toward contifjuous
improvements amongst the shop, and doing their part to improye the
overall combat effectiveness of thé' 506" Infantry Battalion
CURRAHEE! We miss everyone and thank you for all you do!i!

SFC Charles Koerner, S6 NCOIC
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Mortars PSD

| hope these WOI’dS.fInd you in good hea.lth.and Splrlt. Your. Reapleif_r)s,[he Family and Friends of306" PSD Platoon,
continue to aggressively patrol Sharan District, Paktika Province, Af-

ghanistan to both decrease the Insurgent influence in the area as Wellgagy ¢ | | be happy t o hear t hat e

build local government services and infrastructure for what we hope Wghlthy. March has been a busy month for the Battalion. PSD has|circu
contribute to an enduring peace and prosperity for these people we Vé’l%kd around the AO in support of the units at the smaller FOB$ and
with on a daily basis. .

_ _ COPs. A major focus for the company has been to support our Afghan
During the month of March, the Reapers had the opportunity to se¢ Hgits iy the Afghan National Army and the Afghan police forces.[The

diligent efforts promoting education in the district gaff, as local con: . . i
g P 9 S . . ANSF have showed us time and again that they are ready and willing to
tractors completed a project which significantly improved the quality of

life for over 1,200 students at a local high school. The constructiorPef S Ume responsi bility for the] se
fort, facilitated by the Reapers, concluded with the installation of dodf@tivates us to help them.

wi ndows and gravel in the school 6s courtyard._PJior .to the prod'*ct
school had nearly two feet of standing water in the courtyard, preventing The platoon”has received a massive amount of supportfrom
the students from utilizing their classrooms. Projects like this continuEt®# Mi 'y ~and fri ends back home, | ar
provide motivation and direction for the men, who have seen their @tly busy with a variety of missions and tasks and it has helped tp pas:
work directly result in the prosperity of the local people. the time immensely. The weather here has been getting stgadily

l16d like to use this medium t oWarmek grdsthe platogn hag een pastaking inmoke andymaje oitdeo
for Private Alan McAllister, who suffered a devastating injury to rctivities. AlImost everyone has gone on #todr leave now and the
knee during a FOB Basketball Tournament. PVT McAllister is currengilatoon is ready to knock out the next couple of months.
on his way to Germany to undergo knee surgery. Following the opera-

tion, he will be headed home to his wife and children at Fort Campbell. The Soldiers appreciate every care package, so them coming
His positive attitude, diligent work ethic, and physical strength set @#ed of course stay in contact with our loved ones here. Your support
example for the men of the platoon day in and day out. He willbeé gila k e s a wor |l d of di fference ahtbd
cerely missed, and wono6t | eave our thoughts and prayers as we wi§gh
and his Family a fast and healthy recovery. | know he will be setting the SGT Carter, PSD Platoon Sergeant
standard again in no time.

On behalf of the Reaper Platoagn Leadership Team, 16d |Iike to congra
late the Family and friends of Specialist Benjamin Tizcareno, who re-

enlisted this month, and will continue to be a valued member of the

Army team at Fort Lewis, Washiington. ATi zo has shown admirabl e men-
tal toughness during this deployment, losing over twenty pounds and

continues to take on added responsibility and leadership through his

mentorship of the new men in the platoon. .
Fires

The month of March has brought changes to the platoon leadership as

we bid farewell to Sergeant FiGreetingChamidysanderiently, A Mort aro Shorter. | SF
Shorterds unparalleled skills fas a mortar man and | eader have shape
pl atoon for going on four yea rVge WOHIQ gke Fpttackﬁ H“ﬁ‘ t'meotg %y fareg\’%”dt%"?l f?W prOU.fsSP'S '?rE
endeared all who have worked awhowave regdeplayed bagk taytbe sfates kg and enerphase i thejr live
like to thank his wife Sheryll and their two beautiful daughters, fortrem d begi n a new one. SGTO6s Blr o

undying support to Randy and IaRiSST Pédrdahde® And SPE Powell are pfeparifgCtd Febleplby tb st

away, as he transitions to his new position in the Battalion Tactical 9,% transition from Soldier to Civilian life. We wish them the best of
erations Center, where | know he will continue to bring his professio al—k in their fut d W Id. like t ize 1LT A
ism and commitment to excellence to work every day. uckin their future endeavors. € would like to recognize ron

Palmer who is currently making significant advances in his recovery at

As we say goody to SFC Shorter, the p.Iatoc.)n welcomes Staff Sgrge\?\?élter Reed Army Medical Center from wounds sustained during gom-
Bo Lathrop from Moore, Oklahoma, his wife, Andrea, and their nﬁo

children: Bryce (5) and Kailey (4) to the Reaper Family. Please exte @goperatlons last fall. We all wish him continued progress on Hys re-

warm welcome to the Lathropds | Co¥ehye Anddasilyewe wopld like 4o, walcome-the,newy Balialignofdre
phere is and always will be its strength at home and in combat. Support Officer, CPT Nick Browning to the Red Currahee Fanily.

I
Thank you all for your continued love and support. Thanks for all you do!!

1LT George H. Kane Il Platoon Leader SSG Matthew Hembree, FIST NCIO
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HQO s
During the month of March HQ PLT has been very busy. We are
updating all shortage annexes as well as assisting the maneuver PLT
in preparing all property for redeployment. This month SSG Com-
stock and SPC Rutherford went on an Air Assault mission. While
conducting resupply for the mission SSG Comstock and SPC Ruth-
erford remained on the ground to assist with logistical needs.| The

Local meal made for our visit

good news is HQs main focus right now is getting ready fer re

Scouts deployment. We look forward to our reunion with everyone and are
To the Family and Friends of306" Scout Platoon, counting down the days.
Another month has flown by, and it seems like winter might be SSG Adam Comstock, HQs Platoon Sergeant

hind us. Blizzards and freezing temperatures are slowly tran
ing to mostly clear with partly cloudy skies and occasional gui
wind. The mountains around FOB Sharana are starting to e

from under the snow and streams are filling up with water.

The change of weather has also brought a faster pace of daily|
ity. The Platoon is staying
at lightning speed. Your Scouts are doing tremendous W
throughout the province, and helping out fellow Currahees inf
process.

While SFC Scott was enjoying waleserved R&R leave, SSGE
Wood took a break from his duties as Sniper Section Leader t@ 7 £
up as Platoon Sergeant, and |[d/f & o & pi =8 al s
congratulate SSG Garcia and his Family on his selection for prof % A e — |

tion to E7. This platoon is full of outstanding Soldiers and N(
and it is a privilege to work with every one of them.

PFC Kesler & SPC Dyches (medics) speak through an interpreter to
provide medical assistance to a local boy.

Thereds plenty of speculatioln about redepl oyment, but onot

we are still here and accepting care packages! Thank you for all Medics

your support and for keeping your Scout in your thoughts|and -

prayers. Voodoo Medics across the Red Currahee Area of Operations have

stayed busy with the many missions we help to support. We are also

1LT Carlos M. del Pozo, Platoon Leacder . . .
preparing for many more to come in the next month or so. This past

month HHC has conducted two Combined Medial Action Team
Engagements throughout our AO, with local providers to treat the
local population. Our medics throughout the AO stay prepared and
ready for any mission they may encounter. We have had a few of
our Medics return from leave and welcome them back to the fight.
This past month we have had some promotions throughout the imedi-
cal platoon! SGT Jerman (Kushamond BAS) was promoted to SSG,
CPL Pardun (Scout PLT Medic) was promoted to SGT, PVT Kesler
(E Co Medic) was promoted to PFC, and 1LT Stump(MEDO) was
promoted to CPT, so congratulations to everyone they are well de-
served!

CPL Paxton with a local child he treated and

an Afghan Soldier at a CMAT SFC Matthew Beattie, MEDIC PSG
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Abl e Company ndnThe

Family and Friends of Able,

As you may have heard, Able Company conducted a change of command on"AatriCOP Yahya Khel. CPT LeMaire and | con-
ducted a very thorough and smooth transition; | thank him for sharing his knowledge and experience, and | am excitddb{sbehpa
an outstanding team.

Eight months down and four to go! The weather continues to improve and green things are sprouting everywhere. Wiitlerthe we
weather, patrols are becoming easier and our interaction with the locals is increasing. We recently completed refurbisithnéms
Yahya Khel School and Medical Clinic, fixing windows, replacing gates and repairing roofs. The repairs are already galying bi
dends as we see large numbers of kids going to school every day. We have several more projects in the works for baidl afathya K
Yousef Khel.

Partnership with our Afghan allies has improved with new Army and police commanders at both our locations. These ettiitg are g
out on their own and helping the people by handing out radios, school supplies and other comfort items.

As a newcomer, | am extremely impressed by what the men of Able Company have accomplished the past several monthssshere s
is a reflection upon all of you and our Companyds proordram- her
ily and friends back home. We are blessed to have such a strong group of Family members and Vietnam Veterans in &aucorner.
packages, letters, and prayers are a constant reminder of what we are doirdgfesrding freedom. Thank you!

Currahee!

~CPT Jared Wagner, Commander
~1SG Jeremy Wilcox, Company 1SG

Able Soldiers and 1SG Wilcox during the Change of Command

Passing the Company Guidon at COP Yahya K
T ;

Your Able Company CdRG Leaders:

v
SSG Gregory Roberts ) Amy Adams 416812-8962
2709561649 ) \ Mary Beth Provence 252584219
keebler.roberts@us.army.mil ' FRG Email Address: ablefrg@gmail.com

Able Co Rear Detachment: :
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1° Platoon- Punishers
To the Family and Friends of Able CompariyPlatoon,

warm up, and the snow melted away. The Punishers set the bas

PFC Knepper brushed up on their skills. Also, our vehicles got stu
the mud less frequently, and we were able to move out to more vi
we had not visited during the colder months. The people in thes
lages were happy to see us again, and we continued our populat
gagements and our distribution of humanitarian aid with them.
Allen also joined us in country, and his presence has been well re
by the platoon. In addition, we received a new platoon of Afghar

ing our partnership. Last but not least, our Company Commander
Lemaire, and our Battalion Commander, LTC Womack, awarded
Estrada and PFC Hunter with their Combat Infantryman Badge
SPC Boltz with his Combat Medic Badge for their actions during
deployment. We continue to enjoy and be thankful for all the su
our friends and Families have shown us.

March was a good month for the Punishers. The weather starfi

hoop up again, and SFC Jenkins, SGT Greenlee, SPC Barringtopjs -\

tional Army Soldiers, and we look forward to training them and bui

I Oath of Enlist-

GEN Townsend
presents the ARCOM
to CPL Barbour and
SPC McGraw

SSG

ceived "
bid; - pss ICKING RBLE GUTS. 6oy
1LT Kilcoyne E
reads the

ment to SGT
Erk, while SSG

Curtis & SGT
Green hold
the flag

oY

DI

1LT Tyler Hitter/SFC Jamal Jenkirrs

SSG Spradlin pays
local contractors for
completing a project
in our district.

Demonstrating the relationship we have with the people in our villages; &
local national helps dig out one of our stuck vehicles with his tractor.

SPC Barrington on patrol.

2" Platoon- Maniacs

April is finally here, which means no more snow and only four
more months to redeployment. The Soldiers and leaders af 2n
Platoon were sad to see CPT LeMaire leave this month, but loo
forward to working with CPT Wagner. The platoon has heen
busy now with the coming of spring. Warmer, fairer weather
has allowed for more patrolling and a return to a dismountec
focus that the Maniacs have excelled at. Additionally, with only
a few more Soldiers left to take leave, we are finally approaching
full strength and shorter guard shifts.

This month, # Platoon was proud to award CPL Barbour and
SPC McGraw the Army Accommod
vice for Valor in combat. The awards were presented by Deput
Commanding General of Combined Joint Task Fofd¥ and

the DCG of 101 Airborne Division, Brigadier General Town-
send. CPL Barbourds award |we
an ambush near the village of Adam Kodali on 23 October 2010
SPC McGrawds award was prese
tions during a CASEVAC mission on 08 NOV 2010. Both
Barbour and McGraw are outstanding Soldiers and these awarc
are a testament to their contributions to Able Company during
this deployment.

With Easter around the corner, the Maniacs have appreciated tt
noticeable increase in mail from home. We have said this|eac
month, but the letters and packages from home make a differ
ence. So, from all of*2 Platoon, thank you for the support.

1LT Jack Kilcoyne/SSG Walter Camphouse
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3" Platoon- Devils

Yahya Khel has been bl essed
Unfortunately the only tans we have are on our hands and face. irie
weather has allowed us to patrol and conduct training much |more
often, which has kept™3Platoon busy and constantly improving.
This month we also said farewell to Commander CPT Lemaire, and

wel comed Able Companyés new |[Commander

It was time for CPT Lemaire to move on in his Army Career.|His ‘
time as Able Company Commander came to an end, "AdaBoon
wishes him the best of luck, and knows he will be successful|with
whatever task the Army throws at him next. All the Soldiers'Sf 3
Platoon will miss CPT Lemaire and his solid leadership, espe
SSG Weiland who no longer has anyone to argue sports with.

While the spring months continue to heat up, we anxiously awgi
have our entire Platoondés b
Provence, SGT Stanley, SPC Burpee, and PFC Appleby, wh
currently on leave.

We greatly appreciate all o 1
weather allows for more frequent mail deliveries, so please conti

to send packages to your loved ones. PFC Hurd, SPC Gudmunson, SPC Phravixay & PFC Andrade collect pict

personal information from locals to help build a census of the villages.

Ures ar

1LT Andrew McElravy

th
A Co Commader CPT LeMajre 4 Platoon' ‘]O”V RoqerS
and his two YYK PLT Leaders . )
share one last cigar together. The weather has finally cleared and we are able to get out and in-

crease our presence in the area. The warm weather is a nice
change from the long winter we had. Our patrols have continued
to focus on getting to know the locals, cataloguing the shops in the
bazaar, and bringing development projects to the area. We are also
continuing to develop the COP and now have three new buildings
that will increase our living area, and let us spread out.

The platoon also stayed busy with the Change of Command|cere-
mony. There were long days going through property and getting
ready for CPT LeMaireds depart
PIE W>d[+ "W puvZ u "~ W& }ouu Jv] Ju% & ]v g@nmaoy}(}‘,gmm%dgige}@q we are looking forward finishing the
deployment under his command. The platoon also said goodbye to
SGT Hernandez who had been with the platoon for over two years
as the Forward Observer. His replacement is SPC Mathew Brandt,
and it looks like he will continue the good work the SGT Hernan-
dez did for us.

The support from Family and friends has continued to impress us
all and keep us going through the winter.  Although we may be

busier as the weather gets nicer, we still look forward to a package
or email from home. Thanks again!

1LT Mike Mahowald/SFC David Anderson

-

3rd PLT snap a quick picture on our picnic table prio
conducting a patrol.

(0]




