
Task Force Red Currahee, Friends and Family, 

 As we begin the holiday season while deployed to Afghanistan, I offer thanks for 

all the support provided to TF Red Currahee and our Families.  We continue to make a dif-

ference in Afghanistan and remain committed to providing the people of Afghanistan the 

same opportunity all American's enjoy this Thanksgiving Holiday. 

 This has been a tough month for Task Force Red Currahee.  As the result of com-

bat operations during the month of October, we honor three fallen Heroes: PFC Jordan 

Byrd, SSG Kenneth McAninch, and SGT Diego Solorzano. Their sacrifice on behalf of 

their fellow Red Currahees will never be forgotten.  We conducted Memorial Services in 

Afghanistan and I know the Red Currahee Family joins the battalion as we continue to sup-

port the Families of our fallen. 

 During times of adversity, we learn a lot about each other.  TF Red Currahee re-

sponded by continuing to press our fight against the enemies of Afghanistan while we rely 

on support and teamwork across our formation.  Our Soldier's fighting spirit reflects the 

character of our leaders and camaraderie across the formation.  The entire Division has 

rallied around TF Red Currahee during our loss.  Our Soldier's sacrifice is not in vain and 

the importance of our Mission is the reason our enemy cannot prevail.  We know that our 

continued service honors our fallen Hero's sacrifice. 

 As we remember our fallen, I offer Shakespeare's immortal words: ñFrom this day 

to the ending of the world, we in it shall be remembered; we few, we happy few, we band 

of brothers; for he today that sheds his blood with me shall be my brotherò. 

Currahee and Stands Alone! 

~LTC David Womack & CSM Charles Judd 

From the Battalion Command Teamé... 
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 While the hearts of our Red Currahee Family have been heavy with loss throughout October, we should be en-
couraged by the opportunity we had to know and serve alongside PFC Byrd, SSG McAninch, and SGT Solorzano Val-
dovinos. We can not only be encouraged by their lives, but truly thankful to God as He continues to work among us, and 
within us, to transform us into the men and women he desires us to be. The Apostle Paul models this attitude of thankful-
ness as he praises God for the comfort he received in the midst of a life-threatening trial he experienced while taking a 
stand for truth. The scripture reads:  

ñAll praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful Father and the source of all com-
fort.

 
He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give 

them the same comfort God has given usé.We are confident that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in 
the comfort God gives us. 

We think you ought to know, dear brothers and sisters, about the trouble we went through in the province of 
Asia. We were crushed and overwhelmed beyond our ability to endure, and we thought we would never live through it. In 
fact, we expected to die. But as a result, we stopped relying on ourselves and learned to rely only on God, who raises 
the dead. And he did rescue us from mortal danger, and he will rescue us again. We have placed our confidence in him, 
and he will continue to rescue us. And you are helping us by praying for us. Then many people will give thanks because 
God has graciously answered so many prayers for our safety.ò        (2 Corinthians 1:3 -11, NLT) 

 As Paul faced opposition that attempted to undermine his leadership, his teaching, and take his very life through 
beatings, stoning, and imprisonment, He was physically and emotionally wounded to the point that he despaired of life 
itself. Yet as we see within his letter, it was only then that he found divinely imparted power and comfort to carry on 
through his faith in God. He was thankful because he knew he was being prepared for something greater. He looked 
beyond his present circumstances to see that his trials were training him to lead and comfort others as they experienced 
various troubles in the future.  

 

 If we are to truly honor our fallen Soldiers this is a principle that we must embrace. For this is at the heart of be-
ing human and experiencing life as we have been designed to live it; to be thankful as we recognize our utter depend-
ency upon God and upon one another. As such, it is a principle that underlies this great Regiment to which we belong. 
CURRAHEE! STANDS ALONE!! Yet we do not stand-alone as individuals or in isolation. We stand alone togetheré
upon the shoulders of those who have gone before us, and alongside those with whom we currently serve. In order to 
persevere and prevail, we must maintain an attitude of thanksgiving that is anchored to our trust in God, while continuing 
to comfort one another in the midst of our loss. 

 

 

 ~CH (CPT) Michael Johnson 

Red Currahee Chaplainôs Corneréé. 

Page 2 Volume 3 Issue 11  

Need someone to talk to? You have options! 

Military One Source 1-800-342-9647 or 

www.militaryonesource.com  A 24/7 line that can answer ques-

tions or provide assistance in every aspect of life. 

 

4th Brigade Military Family Life Consultant  270-881-6376 

 

Chaplain 24/7 Line:  270-798-CARE (2273) 



Family Readiness Office 
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1-506th Family       

Readiness Support     

Assistant (FRSA): 

Tammy Phillips 

270-956-0926  Office           

931-472-5640  Cell 

Tammy.L.Phillips@us.army.mil 

Want to make a difference? 

Want to help out?  Contact 

your FRG Leader about  

Volunteer opportunities! 

Aspiring Writer? 

Just have some-

thing to share? We 

would love to have 

stories, articles, po-

ems, etc. written by 

our Families! Sub-

mit to Tammy via 

email and you 

might just get pub-

lished in one of our 

upcoming issues! 

                                             

Born a child so sweet and small  

Through the grace of our nurturing and of Gods love, they grow ,  

they grow steadily and they become, well; them .  

Huge in spirit , gaining knowledge and forever seeking to do what they have too ,  

to become strong, capable and worthwhile in a comfort that suits their existence in life .  

We watched them grow, we smiled and we prayed and then we let them go.  

We now look at them so proud .  

Proud Soldiers that stand so true   

True to what we've taught them,  

true to what they have learned  

and true to what we had dreamed they would become .  

Looking at all of this from a loving parents eye,  

we now know there is no need to cry.     

 

Proud parent of PVT Samuel Simondet 101st Airborne  Georgia Hazel                                                                                                                      

Moving or Going Out of Town?? 

Please be sure to let us know if you are moving, 

changing phone numbers, or emails so we will 

have your current contact information.  

If you are traveling out of town, please send 

Tammy your travel dates and the address where 

you will be located, just in case of emergency. 

 

It's easy to make a buck.  It's 
a lot tougher to make a     
difference.      

   ~Tom Brokaw 

 

The Families, Soldiers, and Command Teams of 1-506 Red Currahees send 
out a huge THANK YOU to all of our Volunteers for what you do! No matter 
how little or how much, we could not do what we do without you!  

Congratulations to Annette Tompkins of HHC for receiving the      

Division Rear Detachment Deployment Coin! 
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ñPFC Jordan Byrd or ñDOCò as he was known by his brothers was 

a warrior--He emerged as a leader from day one.  Jordan immedi-

ately deployed to JRTC and set off to make a difference with the 

Jolly Roger Platoon- attached to Able Company in preparation for 

our deployment to Afghanistan.  Whether carrying the rock for PT 

or ensuring his fellow Red Currahees had enough water, all Red 

Currahees knew PRC Byrdôs heart and determination were much 

larger than the medical bag he carried with great pride and he be-

came an outstanding Combat Medic.  Soldiers on the battlefield 

understand when a Soldier cries out ñMEDICò everything else be-

comes secondary.  PFC Jordan Byrd answered 

the call for a Combat Medic while under fire in 

Yaya Khel.  Jordan exposed himself to enemy 

fire protecting a fallen comrade in the process.  

He did so instinctively, reacting with out con-

cern for his own safety to answer the call.  We 

remember PFC Jordan Byrd as a brother, hus-

band, and father. One day I will tell his son 

Ayden that his father fought with his brothers.  

Our mission is important, but Jordan was there 

first for his brothers answering the call.ò 

 ~LTC David Womack, Battalion 

Commander 

 

In Memory of  PFC Jordan M. Byrd  

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers; For  he to-day that sheds his blood with me, Shall be my brother."    

~ Shakespeare, Henry V  

ñJordan Byrd was the Combat Medic for 4th Platoon and I can 

attest that he was in great demand, not only for his skills as a 

medic but for his leadership as a Soldier.   

What struck me about PFC Byrd was his attitude.  Jordan was 

always smiling and had that eternally optimistic attitude; he 

was also mentally and physically tough. Jordan joined us late 

due to the birth of his son Ayden, but never missed a beat. Dur-

ing our mission into Kalatar, 4th Platoon came under intense 

SAF/RPG fire. As our fellow Soldier, SPC Sus-

taita, was wounded, despite accurate enemy fire, 

PFC Byrd showed no hesitation as he responded 

to care for SPC Sustaita. He died while caring 

for a fellow Soldier, which is a true act of hero-

ism that will always be an inspiration to us all 

and will never be forgotten    

PFC Byrd stood tall amongst his peers and was 

respected by all who knew him.  He was a lov-

ing husband and father in his relationship with 

his wife Savanna and son Ayden, and he serves 

as an inspiration to us all. 

The success of a unit is predicated on the selfless 

service of soldiers like PFC Byrd.  We remem-

ber PFC Byrd as a brother, fellow Soldier, and 

loving husband and father, he is a true American 

hero.  We will honor his legacy by ensuring our 

actions represent what he stood for.ò 

~CPT Al LeMaire, Able Company Commander 

ñThough he wasnôt with us long he made a memorable and last-

ing impression. He was always upbeat and positive, quick with a 

smile, or at least a smirk. Though he wasnôt with us long he made 

a memorable and lasting impression. He was always upbeat and 

positive, quick with a smile, or at least a smirk. Byrd will be 

dearly missed by his Family, friends and fellow Soldiers, not just 

because he was a Soldier, but because of the man he was and 

what he brought every day. I am thankful to have known Byrd, 

even for the short time that I was able to work with him and wish 

it could have been much longer.ò 

~ SFC Matthew Beattie, Medical Platoon 

ñBravery, courage, strength, and selflessness. 

These words describe Jordan best. No matter 

what problem you were having, he was always there with a big 

smile on his face; willing to do anything he could to help you. And 

no matter what mood you were in his positive attitude and upbeat 

demeanor always made it better. He saved our brother that day, and 

in doing so he sacrificed his life, so that another could live. 

In simple words Byrd flew against another horizon above all our 

understanding or grasp. Yet he stood amongst us without a care in 

the world, and he wouldnôt have it any other way. Always with his 

goofy grin, he had a way about him that could shine right through 

you. He was a bright beacon in a dark passage way in a black time 

where little to nothing came through. His voice echoed against what 

we were and what we shall forever be. Life may now hold heavier 

without him here. 
But just know this, his bright light still held its shine in such a dull, 

dark place. Even though we knew he was meant for greater things. 

He will always be remembered and always be in our prayers.ò 

~SPC David Gudmunson  
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ñSSG Mack embodied the word life.  He lived every day and was 

passionate about living.  He died so that we could live.  I believe 

that SSG Mack is here right now looking over us with a big goofy 

grin on his face.  If we could ask him what he thought about all of 

this heôd probably joke about the whole thing and make light of it.  

Thatôs how he dealt with adversity.  He did it with a smile on his 

face. 

We will never fully understand the sacrifice that he made.  He gave 

up his wife and kids for us.  He died so that our Families could live 

in a place where our children can go to whatever school that we 

choose.  We can worship any God that we wish.  Where Sunday 

smells like barbeque and apple pie.  Where our 

children can play at the playground and we donôt 

worry about them being shot or the victim of a 

poorly implemented explosive device, or the casu-

alty of a stray mortar round.  He died for old glory 

in all her glory.ò                                                  

   ~SFC Provence 

 

In Memory of  SSG Kenneth K. McAninch  

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers; For  he to-day that sheds his blood with me, Shall be my brother."    

~ Shakespeare, Henry V  

ñThere is no greater love than for a man to lay down his life for 

a friend.   

I can truly say that SSG Mac was a real American Hero, of 

course everyone back home always praises us for the work we 

do here but how many of you can honestly say that you saved 

lives? That you went above and beyond the call of duty to do 

more than your job? SSG Mac saved four menôs lives that day 

before he gave up his own. 

SSG Mac cared about us so much that he 

would always stop by our towers and talk to 

us about any problems we were having at 

home or just about life in general.  SSG Mac 

was a real jokester he always was walking 

around our room with a goofy smile on his 

face trying to make us smile no matter what 

the situation. I will always remember him 

waking us up at 0630 for police call and all of 

our other chores with a full mug of coffee and 

a giant smile on his face. SSG Mac would 

watch movies with us and sometimes even 

fall asleep doing so. He loved playing hearts 

or whatever card game was on the board for 

the night and he was pretty good at it. SSG 

Mac also liked to commandeer Sgt Stanleyôs 

computer to play plats vs. zombies for multi-

ple hours in a row. 

What makes a man great? When a man passes 

on to the next life everyone will say ñOh he 

was a great man.ò But we must ask ourselves what made SSG 

Mac a great man? And everyone who knew him can attest to 

his fortitude among his men. His overwhelming generosity to 

come speak to you when you were down or just to talk because 

he was bored. 

One of my brothers in this platoon told me that one of the rea-

sons why SSG Mac reenlisted was because of his Soldiers. He 

loved interacting with team leaders all the way down to the 

lowest private. Although SSG Mac did not have his own squad 

I am sure that everyone can agree with me that every squad was 

SSG Macôs squad because of the fact that he loved his men ò 

 

~PV2 Colombini 

ñSSG McAninch was a dedicated father of five and 

very proud of it. He was a squad leader to many but 

to most of us he was SGT Mack and truly a wonder-

ful person, always had a smile on his face, he did all 

he could to make everyone else around him smile 

and happy. I remember one time I had just gotten off 

tower guard he was just getting on SOG, I stayed up 

most of the night talking to him he told me the rea-

son he joined the Army was because his dad who 

was a 1SG said he couldnôt handle it so SGT Mack 

being the person he was said itôs on, with a smile on 

his face he told me how heôs done more in his mili-

tary career than his father! Then he told me the reason for staying in 

the Army was for us. I asked how so he then replied ósee on my first 

deployment I lost my best friend he was only 19 and hadnôt started 

his life yet he was father and mother to his little sister and the loss of 

him weighed heavy on me so I told myself for as long as I can Iôm 

going to stay in and make sure that I can do all I can do so that, that 

never happens and so that all of you here are happy and safeô. For 

those of us who knew him knew that he was true to his word and 

lived everyday by it, making those around him lives more enjoyable 

and filled with laughter.  He was always making jokes but never at 

anyone's expense, always looked for ways to improve the lives of 

those around him and show them he cared, he was a very giving 

man. SGT Mack was dedicated  to his job regardless if at times it 

upset him yea of course he complained in a jokingly manner but 

never did you see him down always with a smile. They say a picture 

is worth one thousand words well I say picture SGT Mackôs smile 

and it filled thousands of hearts that his life touched. SGT Mack to 

me was more than just a squad leader he was some one who I trusted 

and loved, I looked up to him like a little brother looks up to his 

older siblings I feel very fortunate to have been a part of his life and 

learned his teachings he will forever be loved and missed.ò 

      ~PFC Flores  
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ñWhen Solo first came to my squad in September of last year, the 

thing that struck me the most about him was how disciplined he was 

and how professional he was. He was always squared away, always 

looked like a Soldier, and could always be depended on to do the 

right thing.  Solo made my job as a squad leader easy, I always 

knew I could count on him to do anything that needed to be done 

and not have to worry about checking up on him. 

As I got to know him better, I learned about his sense of humor, his 

love for life, and his decency.  No matter what the situation, Solo 

was always able to bring a smile to my face, whether it was his con-

stant tinkering with his gear so he wouldnôt have to wear his assault 

pack, his off color jokes about anyone and every-

one, his goofy grin, or his medium shirts that only 

he could pull off, anytime I was down I could look 

across the room, see Solo and he would bring me 

back up. 

Even though in the Infantry we always try to look 

forward and to focus on what is ahead of us and 

not what is behind us, someone will take up your 

position and Soldier on in your place, but they 

will only be able to succeed you, no one will ever 

be able to replace you.ò 

   ~SSG Anderson 

 

In Memory of  SGT Diego A. Solorzano  

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers; For  he to-day that sheds his blood with me, Shall be my brother."    

~ Shakespeare, Henry V  

ñThe first time I met Diego Sol·rzano he cited the page and the 

paragraph in the Blue Book that stated that you could not put 

your hands in your pockets and something along the lines of 

when did I get issued Air Force gloves. What I learned from 

Solo that he held every Solider to the standard put forth. In 

May of  2010 I was put in second squad as alpha team leader 

and Solo was my bravo team leader from day one we butted 

heads I just knew the deployment was going to be hard .  

I remember when he came to dinner for my 25th birthday 

dressed in all black and also in black sun-

glasses, I asked if clothes in the Matrix were 

expensive and he said without missing a 

beat that they really wasnôt just hard to find 

your size with all the 0 and 1. This deploy-

ment we became close like brothers or if 

you have seen some of the pictures floating 

around maybe a little more.  

I remember one time when we were in the 

MWR I was on Skype with my three year 

old.  I told him that I worked with Diego, 

well my son thought I meant Diego the ex-

plorer one of his favorite cartoon characters 

and when I pulled Solo over my son said 

NO and walked away from the computer 

and Solo said great now I have to go to his 

birthday party. If I was down he made me 

smile.  

His offbeat humor, his goofy smile. I will 

miss the days of me and him dancing to lady 

Gaga or how he got me hooked on Mexican candy. Like chili 

powder watermelon suckers or just tamarind candy. I recall one 

night Solo caught me stealing some before I went to guard he 

said bad little pig in this creepy voice and I bout peed myself 

but still got the candy.   

He was a great guy and even better Solider. He was by far the 

best Soldier I have ever seen on the MK-19, he lead by exam-

ple and expected nothing but the best from not only his Sol-

diers but all in the platoon. I will always miss him, he was the 

brother I never had. He taught me to be a better team leader and 

person.  

He talked of his mother and his brothers Jesus and Omar. He 

loved his family deeply and by Family I mean not only his 

mother and brothers and so forth but his men in his team and 

platoon. 3rd platoon has lost a great leader but just as he would 

want us to, we must move on and take the fight to the enemy. I 

will always love you Diego Solorzano-Valdovinos and will 

always miss you brother.ò 

~SGT Cook 

ñSGT Solorzano, or SGT Solorzanovaldovinos, as he 

would say when he was trying to be Italian.  SGT 

Solo was without peer, by saying that I mean that he 

was a standout in my mind and one that will never be 

forgotten.  He was one of the best Soldiers, or NCOs 

that I have ever had the pleasure to work with.  He 

was always wire tight no matter the conditions good or bad.  One of 

the last memories that I have of him and will always have of him is 

while we were going to do our recon, we were passing by a qualat 

and I called him on the radio and told him that he needed to head to 

about his 3 o'clock, and when he received the transmission he did 

this Nazi marching movement and did a right face and kept marching 

and didn't skip a beat.  I know everyone behind him that saw it had 

to laugh.  That was just one good thing about him, no matter the 

situation he could always bring a smile to your face, even if you 

were feeling sad or depressed his character would bring a smile to 

your face from ear to ear.  I know that he was looked up to by every 

peer, and subordinate in this Platoon and that all of his seniors loved 

him.  Whether it was him checking himself out in his crazy mirror he 

drew on, or by him walking around in his pants hiked up way past 

his belly button, there was nothing normal or regular about him, he 

was to me a great friend, a great leader to his Soldiers, and definitely 

someone that you would want to have in your Platoon.  If there were 

more Soldiers with his drive and dedication, he might still be here 

with us today, but I know that he will never be forgotten.ò 

       

     ~PFC Flores  



Hello to all Hellraiser Families and Friends, 

 
Greetings to all of the Families and friends of Hellraiser Company.  First, I would like to take a moment an honor our fallen com-

rade, PFC Jordan Byrd.  Please keep his Family in your thoughts and prayers.  The men of HHC will never forget his sacrifice and 

will continue to honor him daily through our actions.  He gave his life trying to provide care to another Soldier.  PFC Jordan Byrd is 

a true hero and his memory will always remain in our hearts. 

Throughout the month of October, HHC continued to execute numerous combat operations and support the Battalion.  I honestly 

could not be more proud and impressed with everything that the Company is accomplishing.  Your men are truly making a difference 

within the Battalion, with the people of Afghanistan, and the enemy. 

The Mortar, Scout, 3/D, and PSD Platoons continue to aggressively execute missions every day.  We have conducted numerous 

Company missions in varying terrain by ground and air assault.  The Battalion Staff, anchored by SGM Corrigan, continues to set the 

standard and assists all companies in command and control.  Each section has attached a short narrative to provide more insight on 

Platoon internal operations. 

I just wanted to thank everyone in the Hellraiser Family, and the FRG for all of their support.  Our hearts go out to PFC Jordan Byrd 

and his family.  The men of Able Company and all Families are also in our hearts and we send our deepest sympathies for recent 

losses.  The mark of a good organization is how people truly react to hardship and bond together in adverse times.  I could not be 

more thankful for our Families and friends.  The Battalion and Company FRGs are amazing and we truly appreciate all you do and 

your sacrifices.  Hope everyone has a good Thanksgiving. 

God Bless!   ~CPT Todd Tompkins, Commander 

Headquarters and Headquarters Co Company  
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Your HHC FRG Leadership Team:    

Annette Tompkins  440-221-7949                                                                                              

Sheryll Shorter  706-442-7082                                                         

FRG Email Address: hhc1506@gmail.com 

 HHC Rear Detachment:    

SSG Richard McMahon 

270-412-4902 

richard.a.mcmahon@us.army.mil 

S6ðPFC Colvin troubleshooting COMMO 

S1ðSFC Ingram and SGT Calacano getting 

mail ready for delivery 



S1 Shop 

The S1 shop has been working tirelessly to push out mail to not 

only the Soldiers in HHC, but all the Soldiers across the Battal-

ion who are located in our outlining COPs. Although, sorting and 

receiving a average of over a 1000 pounds of mail a day is a 

tough job, Our S1 Soldiers know that getting your packages to 

the Soldiers provides not only a huge boost of morale....but also 

a little bit of home to keep us going through the tough times.  We 

are also working very hard on administrative issues to ensure 

that you and your Soldiers are taken care of.  We miss all of you 

very much and thanks for all you do. 

SFC Ingram, Craig E., TF RED CURRAHEE S-1 PSG 

Headquarters and Headquarters Co Company   
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S4 Shop 

Greetings to all friends and Family of the S4 shop.  Our shop has 

been relentlessly working to get the men ñstuffò, and by ñstuffò I 

mean everything from food and bullets to TVs and septic tanks. 

In fact I have spent this past week getting a septic tank to one of 

the outlying COPs. Not exactly the most glamorous of projects. 

But like most work done by S4, it is often about the essential 

stuff that you might not necessarily think about. 

Our shop consists of SGT Gary Gray, 1LT Adam Tebbs and 

CPT Zach Morris. They are great Soldiers who work hard every 

day to keep our troops cared for materially. In the short time I 

have been here they have taught me an immense amount about 

supply, not to mention the Army in general. SGT Gray and I are 

the new guys. SGT Gray is a happily married Floridian who is 

the father of five children. 

Other members of the staff are SSG Thamaian Drayton and PFC 

Steven Brockway who are up at BAF working hard to push sup-

plies to Sharana. Meanwhile PFC Andres Avita is still away on 

R&R, but we look forward to his return. 

2LT Melton BN AS4 

S6 Shop 

Hello to Communication PLT Families.  Our PLT has been very 

the last month continuing to help improve our communication 

ability across the battlefield.  We have developed a team that 

travels to each of the Battalions COPôs and helps to improve all 

communication.  We have named this the Tiger Team.  We also 

have Soldiers attached to each Company and Platoon as RTOôs.  

Everyone is doing a great job and I could not be more proud.  

We all look forward to our reunion. 

SFC Koerner 

Fires 

We arrived in Afghanistan in August and have been living on 

FOB Sharana for about three months now. We work in the TOC 

and in the Plans office to provide support to our outlying COPS 

and FOBS. We help the troops on the ground with all their Indi-

rect Fire needs.  Our Platoon also has FOs attached to every Pla-

toon and Company.  They are all doing a superb job.  As Fires 

personnel we work very closely with our USAF JTACS to keep 

close air support and helicopters over our guysô heads when they 

need them. Some of us are still adjusting to life here on the FOB 

and now that it is starting to get cold out we are preparing for the 

oncoming winter. We all miss our Families and friends back 

home, and wish all of you a happy upcoming holiday season. 

SSG Hembree 

Medics 

Your HHC medical platoon is spread over nine locations provid-

ing care for over 1000 Soldiers and countless other local nation-

als.  We have conducted dozens of medevac missions, treated 

many injured fellow Soldiers and even helped deliver several 

babies. All of this goodwill and care was tested earlier this 

month with the loss of one of our own, PFC Jordan Byrd. 

Throughout the past weeks the platoon has rallied together and 

put out even more effort in caring for our fellow Soldiers. We 

strive to live up to the ideals and level of care and compassion 

that PFC Byrd epitomized. Always ready, always there. Voodoo 

Medics. 

HQôs 

During the past month HQ platoon has done over 200 supply 

transactions, received and issued over 100,000 rounds of ammu-

nition, gone on several missions as the Commanderôs gunner, 

and started an aggressive physical fitness program.  We have 

also processed over 200 ADO orders to replace soldiers worn out 

uniforms.  The training room is processing as little as fifteen 

boxes of mail a day, and as much as fifty boxes a day.  This 

means your care packages are making it here.  Keep up the sup-

port, it is much appreciated.  We are also leaving our mark on 

FOB Sharana by mounting first battalion spades around our area, 

to include FOB Rushmore.  On top of our work load we also pull 

our weight in force protection by manning the military gate four 

nights a week.  We love and miss all of you and cannot wait till 

our return. 

Fires Platoon in 

the BN TOC 



PSD 

To the Family and Friends of the PSD Platoon: 

Hello from FOB Sharana.  We have been very busy conducting 

many Combat Patrols in the Paktika Province.  The Platoon has 

been working hard and I can say that all of the Soldiers would 

make you proud of all that they do.  One thing is for certain 

every Soldier canôt wait for that next care package and letter, so 

keep them coming!  Thanks for your support and we all canôt 

wait to see you all again! 

SSG Nicholson (PSG)  
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Scouts 

1-506 Scouts have been hard at work here in Afghanistan. As the 

4th BDE Targeting force, our focus has been refinement of preci-

sion action on targets.  Our recent successes have been great for 

morale and keep the Platoon motivated to do continuous mis-

sions.  The training conducted when we were back at Campbell 

continues to pay off and the quality of the Scout Platoon is re-

flected daily in the actions of the men. Our relationship with our 

Afghan counterparts (TF Reliance) continues to strengthen as we 

constantly conduct joint operations and work diligently to train 

them. We are able to find time to relax when not on mission, 

playing chemlight baseball has been one of the Platoonôs favorite 

pastimes. Over the past several months, the Platoon has done 

nothing but improve their lethality and strengthens the bonds 

within. We are all proud to be part of the 1-506th Scouts and ap-

preciate all your support from the States. 

1LT Tyler Adams, Platoon Leader 

Mortars  

The Soldiers of HHC, 1-506 Mortar Platoon would like to give 

our special thanks to the Families and Friends of the Reaper Pla-

toon for their continuous support. In the last month, the Mortar 

Platoon in partnership with the Afghan National Army and Af-

ghan Uniformed Police, have increased their efforts in support-

ing the Government and the people of Afghanistan.  The platoon 

conducted many dismounted Bazaar Patrols and Key Leader 

Engagements in or around Sharana District.  In a continuous 

attempt to root out the Talibanôs influence among many villages, 

the Mortar Platoon have also participated in several large scale 

operations to include an Air Assault operation near the Spina 

District in support of 2-506.  In the most recent weeks, the Mor-

tar Platoon has received several new incoming Currahees and 

would like to extend a warm welcome to the Families of these 

great Soldiers. The following Soldiers are now members of the 

Mortar Platoon: 2LT George Kane, PFC Jamey Carlile, PVT 

Jesse Date, PVT Satona Bailey, PVT Cody Peak, PVT Jeremy 

Wallace, PVT Nathan Joachim, PVT Timothy Flynn, PFC Tho-

mas Barden, PVT Robert Edward and PVT Taylor Hocking. 

1LT George Kane, MTR PL 

Mortars 

Soldiers of PSD 

ScoutsðSPC Bushuyev in the mountains on patrol 


