
Task Force Red Currahee, Friends and Family, 

 In the first thirty days of our deployment, Red Currahee continues to make a dif-

ference.  The Afghan people successfully voted in a national election that the Taliban at-

tempted to prevent, but failed to stop.  Our Soldiers protect Afghan citizens while partner-

ing with the Afghan Army and Police. 

 Our continued service is not without sacrifice.  While Able Company was con-

ducting a patrol in the Yahya Khel District, Paktika Province, Afghanistan, two of our Sol-

diers were wounded and evacuated to Walter Reed.  Both Soldiers are recovering and with 

their Families. Other Red Currahee Soldiers have been wounded our injured during earlier 

combat operations.  All Soldiers were treated, returned to duty, and continue to press the 

fight against the enemy.  As CSM Judd and I spoke with each Soldier, their responses have 

been universal.  Each wounded Soldier first asked about their fellow Soldier's condition. 

Secondly, each Soldier made the statement that they wanted to return to their Company.  

We remain in awe of the strength and support we receive from Red Currahee Friends and 

Families. I ask for you all to remember our wounded and injured Soldiers and their Fami-

lies in your thoughts and prayers. 

 Every single place there is a Red Currahee Soldier, we see signs of incredible sup-

port.  Based on the high volume of care packages, our logistical convoys are completely 

filled as we transport packages to our Soldiers-Keep the packages flowing.  We will enlist 

helicopters to sustain the flow of packages to our Soldiers at outlying stations.  Your sup-

port is a difference maker and felt by all Soldiers at each Combat Outpost. 

 Our mission remains tough, but each day we grow stronger. Our enemy is weak-

ened as we capture or kill enemy Taliban, the Afghan National Security Forces continue to 

improve with each successive mission, and Red Currahees continue to take the fight to the 

enemy. 

 

"Red Currahees are Pitching, not Catching". 

Currahee and Stands Alone! 

~LTC David Womack & CSM Charles Judd 

From the Battalion Command Teamé... 
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The Meaning behind the shield                            
 

Symbolism: The blue of the shield is for Infantry. The thunderbolt 

indicates the regiment's particular threat and technique of attack from 

the sky. The six parachutes indicate that the 506th was the sixth para-

chute regiment activated in the United States Army. The green sil-

houette represents Currahee Mountain, site if the unit's activation at 

Camp Toombs (later Camp Toccoa) Georgia. Currahee Mountain 

symbolizes the organizations strength, independence and ability to 

stand alone, for which paratroopers are renowned. Significantly, 

Currahee is a Cherokee Indian word equivalent to "Stand Aloneò.  

Join us for the Battalion 

Sunday Potluck at the 

Family Resource Center 

Nov 7th 4:00-6:00 pm 

Dec 5th 4:00-6:00 pm 
                     



Dear Red Currahee Families, 

 

 I am very impressed with the support that is being given to the Rear Detachment and to the Family Readiness Groups. We 

have a wonderful support network in place and Families who are using the proper channels to get things done. It makes our job here go 

much more smoothly with a fabulous team in place. We had over 200 family members show up to support our spade lighting. The FRG 

Leaders and Volunteers showed up at our office to decorate it for Halloween, complete with candy and a cake.  We are constantly hear-

ing compliments about our FRG Leaders and Volunteers.  

 Please know that efforts of all Families and Volunteers do not go unnoticed. We truly appreciate all the sacrifices and hard 

work that go in to supporting your Soldier, your Company, and this Battalion. 

 V/R, 

~CPT John Mabes, Rear Detachment Commander 

From the Rear Detachment Commanderé.. 
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The 506th Association Scholarship Selection Committee  Announces Winners The Association has ended its  application phase for our 

2010 College Scholarship. This year the Scholarship  Committee will be able to award two $500 scholarships due to generous donations  

from our membership. The Scholarship Committee has met and the two winners of  our $500 Scholarships have been chosen. 

Annette M.  Tompkins, of Clarksville, TN as the winner of one of our two 2010 $500  Scholarships. 

Annette lived in Ohio where she attended Kent State  University and received a BA in Psychology and Criminal Justice. As a  member of 

Delta Gamma she was introduced to her husband, Todd who was  enrolled in the Army ROTC program. Todd and Annette were married 

in June  of 2004 and they have enjoyed their military travels to Hawaii, Georgia,  and Kentucky. At each duty station Annette has contin-

ued volunteering with  the Family Readiness Group. Currently Annette is pursuing her graduate  degree at Austin Peay State University 

where she plans on attaining her  School Counseling degree. Annette's future plans are to work as a guidance  counselor to assist military 

children and parents. Annette is the spouse  of CPT Todd M. Tompkins who currently serves with HHC, 1st  Battalion, 506th Infantry. 

The following letter is from Annette: 

Dear 506th Scholarship Committee, 

I am thankful to be chosen for this scholarship. As a military  spouse I am proud of the dedication that my husband has to our country.  

His hard working spirit has given me motivation to pursue my personal  goals. This contribution to my education will bring me one step 

closer.  Thank you for assisting me with my education. I am honored to be in the  Currahee family!  Thank You for your support. 

Sincerely, Annette M. Tompkins 

____________________________________ 

 

Chelsea  Gibson of Lexington Park, MD as the winner of one of our two 2010 $500  Scholarships. 

Chelsea is a lifelong resident of Lexington Park and  graduated from Great Mills High School, Great Mills, MD in 2009 with a 3.6  

Grade Point Average. While in high school, Chelsea was a member of the  National Honor Society, and the National Technical Honor 

Society. Chelsea  also enjoyed playing softball and cheering for her high school. She has  just finished her first year at Salisbury State 

University in Salisbury,  MD. After graduating from college, future plans are to attend graduate  school to become a nurse practitioner. 

Chesea's grandfather is SFC(R)  Clancy Lyall (E Co, 2nd BN, 1944-1945; E Co, 1st ABG,  1956-1958). 

The following letter is from Chelsea: 

Dear 506th Scholarship Committee, 

Thank you so very much for selecting me to be a recipient of the  2010 Association Scholarship. I am so honored and thankful for your  

generosity. This scholarship will help me greatly achieve my goal of  becoming a nurse practitioner. My father recently passed away at 

the end  of May and this scholarship has helped ease the struggle of paying for  college off of my mother. My grandfather served with the 

506th Parachute  Infantry Regiment in 1944 and I am very thankful for him to still be alive  today. Thank you again for awarding me 

with this most needed scholarship  and I greatly appreciate it. 

Thank you for this honor, Chelsea Gibson 

News from the 506th Association                                www.506thinfantry.org 



ñPraise be to the LORD my Rock,  

who trains my hands for war,  

my fingers for battle.  

He is my loving God and my fortress,  

my stronghold and my deliverer,  

my shield, in whom I take refuge,  

who subdues peoples under me.ò 

 

 These are the opening words to Psalm 144, written by the great warrior-king David during an intense 

time of struggle in the later years of his life. He begins this psalm by praising God for past delivery, protection, 

and salvation in his life. (verses 1-2) He then transitions to pray for current protection, or present deliverance, 

in the midst of the battle he faced. (verses 3-11) Finally, he praised God for the future peace and prosperity he 

knew he would experience within his family, the economy, and community as a true follower of ñthe God who 

is the LORD.ò (verses 12-15) 

 This prayer was written by the most powerful man on the face of the earth at that time; David, King of 

Israel, whose throne was in Jerusalemé.that city on a hill which was not only a key intersection of the Middle 

East, controlling all routes promoting trade and commerce, but the very home of the temple of the one, true, 

living God. And even though David was the most powerful and perhaps wealthiest man on the face of the 

earth he was not without troubles or enemies. Much can be learned from Davidôs example. For in the midst of 

his fame and fortune, we see the mark of true humility within a man of great courage and influence as he ex-

presses relational trust in an all-powerful, yet extremely personal God.  

 This is the message that I, as 1-506 IN Chaplain, have been preaching throughout this past month. I, 

along with many of the Red Currahee family, have been praising God for his deliverance and protection 

throughout these past 6 weeks. And like David, we continue to pray for present deliverance and salvation. 

Prayers are being answered daily as lives have been preserved and enemies thwarted. For those who have a 

relationship with ñthe God who is the LORD,ò we have certain hope and expectation of future peace and pros-

perity, ultimately upon the Lordôs return.  

 Just as Iôve challenged our Soldiers here in Afghanistan, I want to now challenge you at home. What 

past deliverance or salvation can you thank God for today? What present situation do you need to release to 

Him in trust and obedience, rather than worrying and manipulating? What are you counting on Him for in the 

future? And finally, and most importantly, do you personally know the God who is the LORD? Or, are you 

floundering through this deployment attempting to live life outside of his design and desires for your life?  

 As you take the time to honestly answer these questions, I pray you find the same salvation, peace, and 

protection that the humble warrior-king David found over 3000 years ago. However, if you find yourself strug-

gling with these answers and issues, I invite you to contact my wife, Nicole, or I so that we can get you con-

nected to the community that cares. Our email addresses are bnjohnson5@yahoo.com and-

michael.j.johnson13@us.army.mil respectively. May God continue to bless you and protect you. 

 

 ~CH (CPT) Michael Johnson 

Red Currahee Chaplainôs Corneréé. 
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Family Readiness Office 
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1-506th Family       

Readiness Support     

Assistant (FRSA): 

Tammy Phillips 

270-956-0926  Office           

931-472-5640  Cell 

Tammy.L.Phillips@us.army.mil 

Want to make a difference? 

Want to help out?  Contact 

your FRG Leader about  

Volunteer opportunities! 

Aspiring Writer? 

Just have some-

thing to share? We 

would love to have 

stories, articles, po-

ems, etc. written by 

our Families! Sub-

mit to Tammy via 

email and you 

might just get pub-

lished in one of our 

upcoming issues! 

                                            Missing Him 

 

I'm sitting at home with so much to do, 

My cell phone not ringing with a call from you. 

Wish you were here to ease my mind, 

But these old college pictures are all I can find. 

The kids are growing fast, growing up every day, They're sweet and funny 

as ever with the things that they say. 

"Is Daddy coming home? Will he be here soon?" 

But all I can tell them is to send a message with the moon. 

"Maybe he's looking and he'll hear you speak. 

Just look at the moon if it's Daddy you seek. 

He'll look too and he'll send his love, 

The moon is our messenger from up above." 

We keep ourselves busy as the year goes by, We make lives for ourselves 

and try not to cry, But there's a sadness deep down that only you can re-

place, And I cannot wait till you get home and put a smile on my face. 

I'm amazed at the strength that the kids truly show, Knowing you're gone 

for so long, wondering where you did go. 

They are the ones who hold it together for me, They bring laughter and 

hope and joy and glee. 

I miss you so much but I'm so proud of you, This is just life in the Army 

and what soldiers' wives do. 

 

A poem written and shared by Laura Martin, wife of CPT Johnathan Martin 

Moving or Going Out of Town?? 

Please be sure to let us know if you are moving, 

changing phone numbers, or emails so we will 

have your current contact information.  

If you are traveling out of town, please send 

Tammy your travel dates and the address where 

you will be located, just in case of emergency. 



Family Readiness Office  ~continued 
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 I was honored with the privilege of being able to attend the Currahee Military Weekend 

in Toccoa, Georgia, which is held every year on the first weekend of October. There was no better 

place that I could have celebrated my three year anniversary of working for the Currahees. Toccoa 

is the home of Mount Currahee; the place where the famous Band of Brothers got their start. The 

weather was beautiful, the events were amazing, and there was something in the air that is just 

hard to explain. 

 The weekend started out on Friday with a barbecue luncheon where we dined with Vets 

of all eras. Two school choirs performed patriotic songs for us and a gentleman did a rendition of 

Johnny Cashôs ñOld Ragged Flagò. There was not a dry eye in the place. Following the meal, there 

was a book signing by several of the vets who have written of their experiences for future genera-

tions. Jake McNeice of the Filthy Thirteen Pathfinders was there, along with Ed ñDocò Pepping of 

Easy Company. Later that evening there was a WWII Hangar Dance, where many people came 

dressed in period clothing, vintage airplanes and vehicles were parked outside, and the Vintage 

Vocals singing group performed songs of the time. Attendees were amiable and easy-going and it 

didnôt take long for everyone to become friends. There was a costume contest and dance contest 

where perfect strangers partnered up for a few spins and a good time. The wives of current Curra-

hees who were in attendance from Fort Campbell were given the opportunity to judge both con-

tests. 

 Saturday kicked off early at the base of Currahee Mountain; the sunrise weather cold and 

damp. The Currahee Challenge, where runners can go ñ3 miles up and 3 miles downò is a popular 

event with a choice between going 3 miles or 6 miles up Mount Currahee.  Up is definitely up, and 

the downhill is up, too! The last little bit near the top is most challenging, even for those accom-

plished runners. As I was getting closer to the summit and slowing down more and more from 

exhaustion and the steep grade of the road and wondering why I was doing this, something made 

me dig deep, kick it in, and keep going. There is a presence on that mountain that cannot be de-

scribed. Just about the time I was feeling done, I heard a shout from the top - ñCurrahee!ò  I knew I 

was close and that was all I needed to make it. The view from the top was absolutely breath-

taking, as was the sense of accomplishment. Standing on that mountain, my heart beating strong as 

my lungs gulped the cold air, thinking of these men who ran this mountain over and over during 

World War Two brings another level of respect to those who serve today and the training they go 

through to do what they do for this great nation. 

 The festivities continued on Saturday with a parade, displays of the WWII camps, weap-

ons, vehicles, and more. There was an air show featuring the vintage aircraft I had seen at the 

dance, and an opportunity for helicopter rides in a Huey, which I could not pass up. That was a 

first time experience and something I would do every day if I could. I rode in the gunnerôs seat and 

there were no doors blocking the wind, noise, or view. I could see everything. The helicopter took 

us over near Mount Currahee and the view from the air was just as awesome as the view from the 

ground.   

 Toccoa is also the home of the Currahee Museum, dedicated to preserving the history of 

Toccoa and the men that trained there, and the generations of Soldiers that wear the badge of the 

Screaming Eagles. The folks who operate the museum were most hospitable, helpful, and grateful 

to us for attending. The museum itself is full of Currahee memorabilia from all eras. One of the 

neatest things there is the actual stable that housed the Soldiers of Able Company and Easy Com-

pany during their stay in the village of Aldbourne. When the landowner announced that the stables 

were going to be demolished, the museum sprang into action to preserve such a critical piece of 

Currahee history. The entire stable was disassembled, flown on a military jet to Georgia, and reas-

sembled in 2005. During the reassembly, the volunteers discovered letters and objects that the 

Soldiers had left behind; hidden in the cracks of the old wooden beams. The inside of the stalls 

now houses the memorabilia of those who served.  A person cannot walk through this museum 

without feeling something deeply emotional and getting choked up. I have so much pride in this 

unit, the Soldiers who are serving now, and those who have served before. Being here while our 

Soldiers are deployed was a true honor and privilege. 

 When people found out that I work for this battalion, the well wishes for our Soldiers 

started flying. From veterans to civilians, the gratitude expressed for this valiant unit poured.  

 The celebration wrapped up on Sunday morning with a Memorial Service at the base of 

Mount Currahee. A speech and prayer were given, followed by the 21 gun salute courtesy of the 

Item Company, 3rd Battalion, 506th re-enactors, and Taps was played.  Tears again were present 

amongst most of the people that had gathered around the shrine on that chilly sun-filled knoll. Af-

terwards, everyone posed for pictures at the monument; the perfect ending to a perfect weekend. 

 

~Tammy Phillips, Family Readiness Support Assistant 

Currahee Mountain 

WWII Hangar Dance 

Jake McNeice book signing 

Tammy Phillips & Rebeca LeMaire at 

the top of Currahee Mountain 

Stable at the museum 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=31522844&id=1457720277
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=31522951&id=1457720277
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=31523102&id=1457720277


Hello to all Hellraiser Families and Friends, 

 

 I hope that everyone is doing well and enjoy-

ing the fall weather.  I truly thank everyone for their 

unwavering support and commitment to each other, 

the unit, and the Army.  The Soldiers could not ac-

complish the mission without your support.  We are 

grateful for all of the packages and supplies everyone 

has sent.  Thanks again for all of your sacrifices and 

support. 

 Over the last month, Soldiers of HHC have 

performed exceptionally.  Currently we have Soldiers 

all over the battle field.  Members of the Communi-

cation Platoon, Fires Platoon, and Medical Platoon 

are at every Battalion COP and FOB executing mis-

sions daily.  The Battalion Staff continues to work 

hard planning and facilitating operations at FOB Sha-

rana.  The Mortar Platoon, Scout Platoon, and Per-

sonal Security Detachment conduct daily maneuver 

operations within the Battalion Area of Operation.  

The efforts of all sections have resulted in out-

standing results that continue to improve all aspects 

of life for the people of Afghanistan. 

        ~continued  

Headquarters and Headquarters Co Company  
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Your HHC FRG Leadership Team:    

Annette Tompkins  440-221-7949                                                                                              

Sheryll Shorter  706-442-7082                                                         

FRG Email Address: hhc1506@gmail.com 

 HHC Rear Detachment:    

SSG Richard McMahon 

270-412-4902 

richard.a.mcmahon@us.army.mil 

Next FRG Meetings: 

November 16th, 6:30 pm at the Battalion Classroom                                          

December 13th, 6:30 pm at the Battalion Classroom                                           

Mortar Platoon and 3/D Executing a Patrol Brief  

HHC Soldiers on Patrol 

Afghan kids during an 

HHC visit to their village 

1LT Billy takes notes 

during an operation 



 On 10 September 2010, the Battalion officially conducted the transfer of authority and assumed control of 

Western Paktika, Afghanistan.  The first major focus was assisting the Government and people of Afghanistan during 

Parliamentary Elections.  Soldiers of HHC planned and executed numerous patrols with Afghanistan National Secu-

rity Forces, resulting in a successful election.  Also throughout the month, HHC Soldiers and Afghan Forces contin-

ued to execute Counterinsurgency missions.  These missions consist of daily patrols to villages conducting assess-

ments of various lines of operation such as Governance, Development, Security, and Communication.  Our Soldiers 

have already made an enormous impact helping to improve overall stability in the country.  We still have a lot of 

work ahead, but I could not be more proud of everyoneôs efforts and results yielded. 

 Over the next couple of months we will continue to help stability in the region and prepare for the winter.  It 

should start to get cold here in the next couple of months and that will slow down some operations.  But we will 

maintain focus on the people and winning the counterinsurgency fight.  I have included pictures of some operations 

hopefully painting a better visual image for everyone.  I thank you and youôre Soldiers for all you do. 

 

CURRAHEE!,               

~CPT Todd Tompkins, Commander 

Headquarters and Headquarters Co Company   ~continued 
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HHC Soldiers at the Combat Patch Ceremony 

HHC Soldiers on a Dismounted Patrol in Sharana 

ANA Forces on a Mission 



Hello to all Able Company Family and Friends, 

 I hope everyone is enjoying the Fall weather as 
our Soldiers begin to prepare for cooler temperatures 
over here. The month of September was definitely a busy 
one for the Company. I want to thank everyone for your 
unwavering support. I know how busy this month has 
been for us, and I want you to know that we do under-
stand what our loved ones face as we leave for an ex-
tended period of time. As the Commander, I want to reit-
erate how important everyoneõs Family is within our or-
ganization. Thank you for the support you display to our 
Soldiers over here. 

 Over the past month the men of Able Company 
have continued to serve with distinction and set the exam-
ple for others to follow. We conducted a in depth relief in 
place with Angel Company, 3-187IN, in both the Yusof 
Khel and Yahya Khel Districts, and the Red Curraheeõs 
assumed control on September 10th.  Our Soldiers have 
put an extended focus on securing the local population, 
connecting them to their government, and establishing 
key projects needed by the people of Afghanistan. We 
have begun to build quite a relationship with our Afghan 
counterparts. We are all brothers in arms, we train to-
gether, operate together and soldier together with a com-
mon focus of making Afghanistan a better place.  

 1SG Wilcox and I would like to say thank you for 
your heart felt dedication and support. We are extremely 
honored to lead such a fine organization and have tremen-
dous pride in what they continue to accomplish. I encour-
age everyone to take the challenge and continue to build 
our excellent FRG by volunteering. You are the ones that 
make this unit great! 

Currahee! 

~CPT Al LeMaire, Commander 

Able Company  
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Your Able Company FRG Leader:    

Rebeca LeMaire 931-809-8103                 

or 254-371-8376                                        

FRG Email Address: ablefrg@gmail.com 

Able Co Rear Detachment:    

SSG Jared Allen                                            

270-956-1649                                                

jared.j.allen@us.army.mil  

Next FRG Meetings: 

November 16th , 6:30 pm at the DW Rec Center                                           

December 9th, 6:30 pm at the Battalion Classroom 

Entrance to the Command Building on COP Yahya Khel 

SPC Berger & PFC 

Griffith getting 

ready for a patrol  

SSG Thompson instructs Afghan na-

tional Police on personnel searches in 

preparation for Election Day 

2nd PLT on patrol in the 

Yahya Khel Bazaar 



1st Platoon- Punishers 

To the Family and Friends of Able Company 1st Platoon, 

Your loved ones have been doing an exceptional job in 

Afghanistan!  Since we showed up at our new home, the Soldiers of 

1st Platoon have transformed COP Yosef Khel and continue to work 

diligently towards improving our living conditions.  Theyôve also 

been making a difference in the villages around COP Yosef Khel, 

providing security for recent elections and assisting the local popu-

lace.  Itôs not an easy job, and your sons, husbands and fathers have 

been serving admirably and continue to work hard to accomplish 

the mission.  Whether your Soldier is driving off-road in the dark, 

carrying a machine gun up a mountain or leading young Soldiers, 

they are all doing an awesome job.  But it hasnôt been all work, and 

1st Platoon Soldiers can be found on any given day playing volley-

ball with Afghan Army Soldiers or working out in the gym.  We 

also have a small basketball court when the space isnôt being used 

for parking our trucks.  Every mail delivery is a celebration, so con-

tinue sending your love in letters and packages.  Thank you for all 

of your support! 

Currahee!  1LT Carlos del Pozo 

 

 

 

2nd Platoon- Maniacs 

It took a few weeks to make the trip over here, but the 

Maniacs have been settled on COP Yahya Khel since the beginning 

of September.  We greatly appreciate the help of 2nd Platoon, Angel 

Company, 3-187 IN, who spent nearly ten days showing us the lay 

of the land and making sure we were set up for success here in Ya-

hya Khel.  Since their departure, the Maniacs have been busy doing 

everything from patrolling the Yahya Khel Bazaar to providing 

security during National Elections.  During that time we also helped 

make COP Yayha Khel a better instillation.  SSG Camphouse has 

taken the lead in building a gym for the Soldiers. The equipment 

has finally arrived and will soon be set up. Our MWR here has also 

been great.  The Maniacs have had access to internet and phones, 

allowing us to connect back home with all of you.   

Since the deployment, three Maniacs have received pro-

motions.  Corporal Erk was promoted Sergeant the first week of 

September.  He has even temporarily stepped up to lead 2nd Squad 

while SSG Curtis is at FOB Sharana to execute his role as Company 

Pay Agent.  PFC Jones and PFC Carter both have been promoted to 

Specialist.  They are outstanding Soldiers and this recognition was 

well over due.         

 The   Maniacs will continue to do great things here in the 

Paktika Province.  Please continue sending your Soldiers packages 

and e-mails. We greatly appreciate it every time you do!   

 

2LT Jack Kilcoyne 

Able Company        ~continued 

Page 9 Volume 3 Issue 10  

 

3rd Platoon- Devils 

 

 Since getting to Afghanistan, 3rd Platoon has been quite 

busy.  We have spent many hours improving the COP and getting 

familiar with our area of operations.   Our living conditions are 

fairly Spartan but we are working to improve our quality of life.  

We have recently finished constructing more beds for the Soldiers 

and our chow hall and weight room buildings have just been put up.  

Getting acclimated to the altitude here (we are at over 7,000ft) has 

been difficult, but we are adapting to it.  We also work closely with 

our Afghan National Army and Afghan Uniformed Police counter-

parts.   The effort our Soldiers are putting into training them and 

equipping them will help them secure Afghanistan once we leave.   

 2LT Zach Savarie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th Platoon- Jolly Rogers 

 

Dealer Company 2nd Platoon (now Able Company 4th pla-

toon) has made itself at home at COP Yosuf Khel.  The first month 

has gone by quickly, as we have been focused on getting our COP 

fixed up to our standard of living.  We have expanded to make the 

best use of all space available and have plans for even more con-

struction.  Our patrols have taken us all throughout our area of op-

erations, and introduced us to many of the local populace.  We work 

closely with Afghan Soldiers and Police that live on our compound, 

and when we have a break, we challenge them to a game of volley-

ball.  They arenôt quite ready for football.  On September 27th LTC 

Womack and CSM Judd visited the COP to present us with our 

combat patches, signifying that we have spent 30 days in a war-

zone.  They congratulated us on what we have achieved so far, and 

asked us to continue our efforts to improve life in Afghanistan.   I 

want to give big thanks to all the Family and friends who have al-

ready had a chance to send us mail.  Mail day puts everybody in a 

good mood.  It has been a very busy first month, and we hope to 

keep our tempo high to help pass the time.  Thanks again for your 

support! 

 

2LT Mike Mahowald 

PFC Cole in the 3rd PLT barracks 

LTC Womack shakes PV2 Corderoôs 

hand after receiving his combat patch 

PFC Knepper, PV2 Walker & PFC 

Sheehey enjoy a gourmet lunch 


