
Task Force Red Currahee, Friends and Family, 

     As we prepare to assume responsibility for West Paktika from the Iron Rakkasans, I 

would like to thank all the friends of Red Currahee.  Forty One years ago, the Red Cur-

rahees and Iron Rakkasans fought together on Hamburger Hill in the Republic of Viet-

nam.  Today, we stand together under our Division Colors as we write new history for 

the 101st Airborne Division (AASLT) and the people of Afghanistan. 

     Our Soldiers have performed brilliantly and are already making a difference.  The 

journey to Afghanistan is arduous.  When our Soldiers arrived at FOB Sharana, they 

received a day of rest and the ability to acclimate.  We are located at an elevation of 

7,400 feet (About the same as Colorado Springs, CO).  Over the next several days, our 

Soldiers conducted focused training and prepared their equipment.  Red Currahee Sol-

diers are well trained for our Area of Operations.  Combined with the tough and realistic 

training our Soldiers conducted prior to our deployment, I am supremely confident we 

will accomplish any mission.  CSM Judd and I remain impressed with the combat readi-

ness of our Soldiers, our NCO leadership, and our Company Command Teams.  You 

would all be very proud of your Red Currahees. 

      We have established our mailing address and encourage you to send care packages 

to your Soldiers.  To ensure that your package reaches your Soldier in quickest and 

most efficient way possible, I have included the mailing addresses to our AO, please see 

page 3.  Please do not include Rank. All mail will be routed through the main hub at 

FOB Sharana and on to your Soldier. 

Thank you friends and Families of the Red Currahees, we ask for your continued sup-

port as we begin our mission. 

Currahee and Stands Alone! 

~LTC David Womack &                    

CSM Charles Judd 

From the Battalion Command Teamé... 
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 The inclusion of some unofficial information in this FRG newsletter has not increased the costs to the 

Government, in accordance with DoD 4525.8-M, Official Mail Management Manual. 

Over 200 Family members turned out 

at Fort Campbell to light up a human 

spade with Chem-Lights to show  

support for our Red Currahee         

Soldiers! 



Dear Red Currahee Families, 

 I wanted to send a quick update to let you all know 

that the Red Currahees are doing well. Many have made it to 

their final outposts and a few are still in transit. It takes time 

to move a Battalion of our size into smaller remote locations 

in an already isolated country. 

 I know many are anxious about hearing from their 

Red Currahee. Unfortunately with Facebook and other media 

outlets, you may see others posting that they have heard from 

their Soldier while you still have not. Please understand that 

access to phones and internet are limited to begin with and 

only become more infrequent the further out they get. Addi-

tionally, the unit we are replacing is still co-located with our 

Battalion. This means that not only do our Soldiers want to 

use the phones and internet, but theirs are as well. The lines 

can be long and the amount of usage time may be short. So it 

can be the luck of the draw to get to a phone or computer. On 

top of the scarcity of communication tools and the wait time, 

the next obstacle lying in the way to communicating with 

their loved ones is the temperamental connectivity. Both the 

phones and the internet utilize a joint satellite system, so ex-

pect the internet speed to be sluggish and the phone signals to 

periodically drop or sound like your loved one is talking un-

derwater. 

 Letôs not forget that your Red Currahees are all busy 

and have important jobs to do in Afghanistan. Some Soldiers 

feel the need to focus on the job at hand and may not call 

home as often as you would like them too. Bottom line, be 

patient and remember just because you are not hearing any-

thing does not mean something is wrong. 

 Mail is another hot topic. The mailing address that 

we put out through the FRGs is the official mailing address 

that we were given. Soldiers will get their mail no matter 

where they move around to. It will follow them. Mail in the 

beginning can be slow getting to them. This is normal, plan 

on mail taking approximately a month or more to reach your 

Soldier. Once packages start arriving, they have to fill a con-

tainer before it moves out for delivery. In order for it to reach 

the remote locations aircraft have to be scheduled for the con-

tainer to be flown there. Remember there is no federal postal 

service system in Afghanistan, so mail will not arrive daily 

like it does at your home. 

 The next hot topic would have to be Facebook. I 

know many are concerned with Soldiers disclosing informa-

tion regarding the location of units, various timelines, and 

other tid-bits of info violating OPSEC. This has been ad-

dressed in Afghanistan and the rules have been disseminated 

down to all levels. I ask that everyone continue to be patient 

while monitoring Facebook and report any violations to the 

FRG Chain of Command. Additionally, I want to emphasize 

that the only official notification of casualties must come 

through the Red Currahee Chain of Command. A safe rule to 

follow is that if the incident has not been posted on the 101st 

Airborne Divisionôs Facebook web-page, it is not okay for you to 

post information pertaining to it on your page. 

 Additionally, we want you to be aware of the casualty 

notification system. If a Red Currahee is wounded, the person 

listed on his/her DD93 will be contacted telephonically by myself 

or SSG Johnson. You will not be notified in person. If anyone 

tries to notify you in person, please contact us right away. There 

are people out there who do false notifications and we donôt want 

anyone to fall victim to that situation. If there is a death in the 

Battalion, an official Casualty Notification Team will be dis-

patched to both the primary and secondary next of kinôs listed 

location from the Soldierôs DD93. The Casualty Notification 

Team consists of a Chaplain and the Notification Officer/NCO, 

who will be in either a Class-A Uniform or the new Army Ser-

vice Uniform. NOT ACUs! The time for both wounded and killed

-in-action notification is between the hours of 5 AM and mid-

night.  

 If you are going out of town, donôt forget to send our 

FRSA, Tammy Phillips, an email with your destination address 

and travel dates. This information will only be used if we need to 

find you in an emergency situation. 

 If you have any questions, please contact your FRG 

Point of Contact. They are your first line in the communication 

channel. If they donôt have answers for you, there is a whole team 

behind them who will help. We donôt want to overwhelm our 

FRG Leaders or our FRSA with all the phone calls. They have 

POCs to help them collect, process, and disseminate all the infor-

mation. I encourage everyone to utilize the system the way it is 

set up. However, if all else fails please feel free to contact your 

Companyôs Rear-D NCOIC, the BN Rear-D 1SG, SSG Johnson, 

or myself.  

 Lastly, our Red Currahee POCs and FRG Leaders are 

all volunteers and we donôt want to burn them out one month into 

the Deployment. We canôt do what we do without them. If they 

call and leave you a message, please return their call so they can 

get you the information they are asked to call you with and/or so 

we can be sure we have your correct contact information. 

 I know tensions and emotions run high during a deploy-

ment. Be patient and try to relax, try get into a routine and keep 

busy. 

 

V/R, 

~CPT John Mabes, Rear Detachment Commander 

 

From the Rear Detachment Commanderé.. 
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     LAST, FIRST M. (NO RANK) 

   

                                      TF RED CURRAHEE  

   

 (COMPANY), 1-506TH IN REG 

   

     FOB SHARANA, APO AE 09311    

 

LAST, FIRST M. (NO RANK)    LAST, FIRST M. (NO RANK) 

TF RED CURRAHEE     TF RED CURRAHEE 

(COMPANY), 1-506TH IN REG    (COMPANY), 1-506TH IN REG 

FOB KUSHAMOND, APO AE 09311   FOB WAZI KWAH, APO AE 09311 

 

LAST, FIRST M. (NO RANK)    LAST, FIRST M. (NO RANK) 

TF RED CURRAHEE     TF RED CURRAHEE 

(COMPANY), 1-506TH IN REG    (COMPANY), 1-506TH IN REG 

COP SAR HOWZEH, APO AE 09311   COP MATA KHAN, APO AE 09311 

 

LAST, FIRST M. (NO RANK)    LAST, FIRST M. (NO RANK) 

TF RED CURRAHEE     TF RED CURRAHEE 

(COMPANY), 1-506TH IN REG    (COMPANY), 1-506TH IN REG 

COP YUSOF KHEYL, APO AE 09311   FOB RUSHMORE, APO AE 09311 

 

LAST, FIRST M. (NO RANK)    LAST, FIRST M. (NO RANK) 

TF RED CURRAHEE     TF RED CURRAHEE 

(COMPANY), 1-506TH IN REG    (COMPANY), 1-506TH IN REG 

COP YAYA KHEL, APO AE 09311   KKC, APO AE 09311 

 

 

Each FOB and COP is now included to ease the confusion during sorting. The mail will then be placed into a 

"Kicker Box" and flown to their perspective FOB or COP. Some of the smaller COPs will receive their mail 

through CLPs (truck convoy) during resupply. 

 

IMPORTANT: THERE IS SUPPOSED TO BE NO RANK ON PACKAGES AND LETTER MAIL. This is a 

"BIG" security issue. PLEASE, NO RANK!!! 

 

These addresses will always be posted on our vFRG website in case you canôt find them. 

Mailing Addresses 
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This is the main FOB address. If you do not 

know which address to use, use this one. All 

mail goes through Sharana and will be sent out 



Family Readiness Office 
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1-506th Family       

Readiness Support     

Assistant (FRSA): 

Tammy Phillips 

270-956-0926  Office           

931-472-5640  Cell 

Tammy.L.Phillips@us.army.mil 

Want to make a difference? 

Want to help out?  Contact 

your FRG Leader about  

Volunteer opportunities! 

Aspiring Writer? 

Just have some-

thing to share? We 

would love to have 

stories, articles, po-

ems, etc. written by 

our Families! Sub-

mit to Tammy via 

email and you 

might just get pub-

lished in one of our 

upcoming issues! 

ñVolunteers are seldom paid; not because they are worthless, 

but because they are PRICELESS!ò  

Congratulations to two of our Volunteers for their recent achievements! 

Alison Ross, FRG Co-Leader of Baker Company was honored as a Ft 

Campbell Volunteer of the Month at a recent Division Ceremony. Cindy 

Cox, FRG Co-Leader for Echo Company received a Division Rear Detach-

ment Commanderôs Coin in recognition of her years of service to Echo 

Company. Both ladies work hard to serve our Soldiers and Families. We 

truly appreciate all that they do! 

Moving or Going Out of Town?? 

Please be sure to let us know if you are moving, changing phone numbers, or 

emails so we will have your current contact infor-

mation.  

If you are traveling out of town, please sent 

Tammy your travel dates and the address where 

you will be located, just in case of emergency.  

Heather Marrou, SSG Myers & 

Alison Ross following the      

ceremony     

Cindy Cox receives her coin 

from LTC Hamby and Ann 

Campbell. 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=296919&id=100000696741437


 Hello to all Hellraiser friends and 

Families.  I truly hope that everyone is do-

ing well and adjusting to the deployment.  

The men of HHC have arrived and officially 

starting executing combat operations.  Over-

all the counterinsurgency fight we are in is 

tough, but I have no doubt within a year a 

lasting impact will have been made. 

 Over the past few weeks the men 

conducted a long journey to get to Afghani-

stan.  Upon arrival all elements began to get 

acclimated and prepare equipment.  The 

preparation phase is critical to ensure that 

all systems such as vehicles, radios, and 

other pertinent equipment are operational.   

Next Soldiers began a ground movement to 

their respective Combat Outposts to begin 

familiarization with their new home. 

 Currently Soldiers are conducting 

joint patrols with the Afghanistan National 

Army and Afghanistan Uniformed Police.  

The major tasks Soldiers are conducts are 

mounted and dismounted patrols, Key 

Leader Engagements, and integrating with 

Afghan counterparts.  We have a lot of work 

to complete in the next year, but our Sol-

diers are more than up to the challenge. 

       ~continued  

Headquarters and Headquarters Co Company  
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Your HHC FRG Leadership Team:    

Annette Tompkins  440-221-7949                                                                                              

Sheryll Shorter  706-442-7082                                                         

FRG Email Address: hhc1506@gmail.com 

 HHC Rear Detachment:    

SSG Richard McMahon 

270-412-4902 

richard.a.mcmahon@us.army.mil 

Next FRG Meeting: 

September 22nd, 6:30 pm at the DW Rec Center 

Scout Platoon 

SFC Shorter 

interacting with 

local children 

CPT Tompkins meeting 

with Afghanistan        

Uniformed Police       

Commander 



 Our main focus here is the 

people.  Our Soldiers continue to 

operate daily with Afghanistan Sol-

diers and interact with the Local 

populace.  We are trying to help im-

prove areas such as Governance, 

Economic Growth, Development, 

and Security.  You all would be 

happy to know that the men are per-

forming brilliantly and already mak-

ing a difference. 

 I have attached some pic-

tures for all to enjoy providing some 

insight on missions we are executing 

and pictures of Afghanistan.  I am 

deeply thankful for all of the contin-

ued support of all the Families and 

friends of Hellraiser Company.  All 

of us miss each one of you, and truly 

look forward to our reunion.  Thank 

you and your Soldiers for all you do. 

Very Respectfully,                

~CPT Todd Tompkins, Commander 

Headquarters and Headquarters Co Company   ~continued 
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HHC Soldiers and Afghan Police patrolling Sharana 

A Standard Qalat (compound) 

CPT Muskus Promotion 

HHC Soldiers interacting with locals                       

in Sharana 



 

 Able Company Soldiers deployed to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Free-

dom in late August. All Soldiers arrived to FOB Sharana, conducted two days of Reception, Stag-

ing, and Onward Integration Training, before moving forward to the combat outposts we will oc-

cupy. 

 Our Company is currently conducting a relief in place with Angel Company, 3-187 Infan-

try (Iron Rakkasans). This is unique, because both of our units fought together in Vietnam 41 

years ago in the battle of Hamburger Hill. Our relief should be complete by mid September and we 

will then assume responsibility for the Yusof Khel and Yahya Khel Districts in West Paktika Prov-

ince. Conditions are a little more austere than previous deployments but we are constantly improv-

ing our quality of life, and all Able Company Soldiers are motivated to begin and complete the 

mission. 

 Your letters, packages and well wishes are welcoming and a comfort to us all. We have 

developed a strong brotherhood and we are a great team of Soldiers. We will continue to exceed 

our standards, complete our mission, and return home to our loved ones. 1SG Wilcox and I could-

n't be more proud leading the group of men in Able Company. 

~CPT Al LeMaire, Commander 

Able Company  
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Your Able Company FRG Leader:    

Rebeca LeMaire 931-809-8103                 

or 254-371-8376                                        

FRG Email Address: ablefrg@gmail.com 

Able Co Rear Detachment:    

SSG Jared Allen                                            

270-956-1649                                                

jared.j.allen@us.army.mil  

Next FRG Meeting: 

September 22nd, 6:30 pm at the DW Rec Center 

 

Spotlight on our Rear D NCOIC   
 

SSG Jared Allen is a 3 time veteran of both Operation Iraqi Freedom and Enduring 
Freedom. He is originally from St. Louis, MO. He joined the military in November 
2001, and has been stationed at Ft. Campbell with 1-506th for 3 ½ years. His wife 
Melissa is our company FRG Treasurer. They are expecting their first child this month. 
You can reach SSG Allen at (270) 956-1649, with any questions regarding Able Com-
pany.  



 
Team AKA  Volunteers  

FRG Leader:  Rebeca LeMaire  H: 931- 809- 8103  C: 254- 371- 8376  ablefrg@gmail.com 
Point of Contacts: 

 
1st PLT                     2nd PLT  3rd PLT                               HQs PLT 
Vanessa Rodriguez      Morgan Erk  Tiffany Cook                     Rebeca LeMaire 
Susie Spradlin               Casi Usher  Nikki Weiland                  Christine Dockray 
Natasha Thomas          Charlotte Hessley Aimeeõ Kahl                       
 

Treasurer: Melissa Allen 
 

Always looking for more  AKA volunteers  
Contact Rebeca for more info  

 

Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart ~ Elizabeth Andrew  

Able Company    ~continued 
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A bit of Able History  

42 years ago Near Dak To, Quang Trang Province, Republic of  Viet-

nam, 29 June 1968. Specialist Fourth Class Frank A. Herdaõs heroic 

actions earned the Medal of  Honor  

More on his story visit www.506infantry.org 

TIP of the Month:  

Clever Uses for Coffee 

Grounds:  Odor-eliminator: 

Keep grounds in a can near the 

sink. Rub a small amount over 

your hands after peeling on-

ions, chopping garlic or han-

dling fish to get rid of the 

odor. 

Moving? Or Vacation? 

Update your address & 

number with your FRG. 

  

Confused or Isolated? 

Get on the band wagon and 

be the 1
st
 to know the 411.  

Contact your FRG with your 

email address 

Upcoming Events 

  

Sept 22: FRG Meeting  

Oct 3: 1 - 506
th

 Pot Luck  

Oct : BN FRG Event  

Nov. 7: 1 - 506
th

 Pot Luck  

Nov 16: FRG Meeting  

mailto:ablefrg@gmail.com


Baker Company  ñOutlawsò  
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Your Baker Company FRG Leaders: 

Alison Ross 270-404-1935 

Heather Marrou   270-498-8917    

FRG Email Address: bakerfrg@gmail.com 

Baker Company Rear Detachment: 

SSG David Myers 

270-412-4905 

david.o.myers@us.army.mil 

Next FRG Meeting: 

September 28th, 6:30 pm at the Battalion Classroom 

Outlaw Families; 

 Baker Company has finally made it to all of 

our respective Combat Outposts and has begun to get 

a handle on the local area and prepare for the upcom-

ing Afghan Parliamentary elections.  As I am writing 

this we have patrols outside the wire engaging with 

the local population and securing the area in conjunc-

tion with our ANSF partners.  By no means is this an 

easy job but the Outlaws are ready for the challenge.  I 

am impressed every day by the ingenuity and work 

ethic of our Soldiers whether they are spending 18 

hours on patrol, fixing the Afghan Armyôs generator 

or figuring out how to make numerous improvements 

to our COP so that our living conditions may be just a 

bit better. 

 Although the living conditions at most COPs 

are rather austere we do have some amenities that 

make life out here in the wilds of Afghanistan more 

bearable.  Each COP has computers and phones that 

every Soldier can use to call home and check email or 

even Skype with Family and friends back home.  We 

have kitchen trailers and excellent cooks that provide 

three hot meals per day and even a refrigerator that 

allows us a couple of cold drinks in the hot afternoons.  

We are working to get better electrical generation that 

will provide for air conditioning and better lighting in 

the buildings.  It may take a couple months to get that 

straightened out but we are shooting for interior heat-

ing before it gets too cold this winter; especially since 

the locals are telling me that it will be an early winter.  

~continued 

Overlooking the Village of Palau near the Afghan National Police outpost  

LT Midgett near the ANP outpost at Palau in Sar Hawza District  



Baker Company  ñOutlawsò    ~continued 
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Couple of notes for all of our Family and friends 

back home: 

 Please be cognizant of what you post to 

the social networking sites such as Facebook and 

MySpace.  Soldiers should not be telling you any-

thing about patrols or defenses at the COPs and 

please do not re-post anything that you may have 

been told by your Soldier.  This is a matter of our 

security and is very important to me and should be 

to all of you out there praying for the safety of your 

Soldier. 

 Mail is a hot ticket item and I want to 

make sure that all of you are able to send mail and, 

more importantly, that it makes it to the Soldiers.  

See page 3 for mailing addresses. 

 I sincerely hope that all of you are doing 

well and I assure you that we are doing our best to take care 

of the Soldiers and get out and after the enemy to better se-

cure the population of Afghanistan.  The Soldiers work hard 

every day and are in good spirits.  1SG Conner and I are 

blessed with a great company and even better Soldiers. 

 As always, your support is paramount to our suc-

cess and we all appreciate everything you do back on the 

home front whether it is raising children, paying bills, send-

ing letters and packages, or just sending out your prayers and 

well wishes for the Soldiers here.  I encourage you to keep in 

touch with the FRG back at Fort Campbell and we will make 

sure that we keep you informed of how the Company is do-

ing. 

 

Currahee! 

 ~CPT Dale Marrou, Commander 

Local children in the Village of Sultani 

SPC Watson and SPC Evans flying from 

Bagram Airfield to FOB Sharana 

Receiving our Patrol brief from Iron Rakkasan prior to 

movement from FOB Sharana  


