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Headquarters 3D ‘Brigade, 101st Airborne Division
AFO San Franciseo 96383
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SUBJECTs Operstional Repert of 3D Brigade _Mrborne Divisicn
for period ending 30 April 1568, RCS CFOR-55 (HL) -
§ :

SEE DISTRIBUTION

Lla E&c‘bﬂ.m 1, Opersticnsi -S:I.g:ﬁ.t:l.nnnt Activities,

8s During the reporting p&r!.ud,. the 3D Brigade conducted counter-
ingurgency operations in Blen Hoa and Binh Downg Provinces, Two organdc
and cne attached battalion were responaible for securlty of the rocket
belt north and sast of Long Binh/Bien Hoa complex and interdiction of
movement along primsry avenues of approach into the area, The remaining
organic battalion provided local security for Phuoc Vinh Base Qamp and
nmdw._':t-ad Puskmaster-Type operations in Binh Duong Frovines,

be The gignificant activities portion of this repert will include
enly that period tHe 3d Brigade was OPCON to IT FFORCE ¥V, & March thru
30 April, The two major cperations pocuring during this period werss

(1) Operation BOX SPRINGS

(2} Operation TOAN THANG (AO IOS BANOS, initially Operstion
HARRISHIRG

(a) Operations

On 15 March the 3d Battalion (Airborme), 18Tth Infantry
conducted Cperation BOX SPRINGS in southern section of Binh Dueng
Province from 16 March to 22 March 1968, The area of operation included
long time enemy sanctuaries in the western section of War Zome D,
Numerous small wnit actions to inclede airmobdle &ssaults, reconnelssance
in force, and Bushmaster-type operations wers conducted throughout the
ares of operation, Participating units experienced light btut steady
econtact with major ectlen beglnning' in the afterncen smd sarly evening
hours snd conbinuing into the night, the employment of night operations
in conjunction with the use of scout dogs kept the enemy off balancag
often catching him by surprise and foreing him to fight a Erief but
tenacious battle in an effort to break contact, The persistance of
friendly forcea forced the enemy to move his position constantly which
apparently resultsd in the permanent relocation of some enemy unita,

Base camps, which had been consldered sanctuaries by the enemy, were

cleared and destroyed, At 1650 hre 22 March the last Company was -
moved by alr to Pmoo Vinh Base &nd Operstion BOX SFRINGS terminated,
16 US personnel were killed, 62 wounded of which 52 were evacuated from
the battle field, E:Em:r ll::auﬂa were 17 kKlled,

On 21 March 1968 the 2d Babtalion (Nirtome) S06th B
Infantry was released from operation control of the 199th light Infantry
Brigade in AQ UPSHUR and moved 4o & Fire Support Base in A0 HARRISBURG,
later changed to AOQ LOS BINOS, The lst Battalion (Afrborne) S06th
Infantry movéd by alr to Fire Support Base Paris in A0 HARRISEURG on
the same day, The mission of the two battalicona in the ares of operation
was to secure the Rocket Belts to the north, east and south of Elen Hoa
in Bien Hoa Province and to protedt the :Eim Hoa/Long Binh military e
against gromhd and rocket attacks, The batialions conducted mﬂ .
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name of the area of operations was changed from AOQ HARRIS
108 BANOS on 2L March 1568, On 8 April Operation 40 LOS BANOS
incorportated inte the III Corps Operation TOAN THANG, as were =
rations conducted in AD CLARKSVILLE in Binh [ummg P ce, On

April the lst Battalion (Adrborne) 506th Infantry returned to Phuoe

Vinh Base and the 24 Battalien (Adrborne) 506th Infantry assweed respone-
gibility for the embtire A0 LOS BANOS,  The 3d Battalion (Alrborne)

18Tth Infantry went under the operational control of the lat Infantry
Division on 15 April and conducted operations in the southern portion

of Binh Duong Provinee and northern portion of Blen Hoa Province, -

On 23 April the 3d Battalion (Airborme) 187th Infantry was released

from operational control of the lst Infantry Division and moved to the
southern end of A0 I0S BANOS, With the inecreaging threat of rocket/ground
attack on-Lemg Binh/Bien Hoa area, the 5th Bsttalion 12th Infantry

(199 LIB), A Troop 3d Squadron 17th Alr Cavalry and F Company 5lst Long
Renge Patrol were placed under the opersticnal control of the 3d Brigade

on 2l April, The 5th Battalion 12th Infantry was given tactlcal
respensitility for Fire Support Base PARIS and AO LOS BANOS scutheash

of Long Binh, The 3d Battalion (Adrborme) 187th Infantry moved all

units into AD 10S BANOS CENTER, east of Blen Hoa &nd the 2d Battalion -
(AMirberme} 506th Infantry adsumed responsibility of AO LOS BANOS NORTH,
north of the Dong Nal River, : :

F Company 5lst Long Renge Pabrol conducted cperations north of AD ’
105 BANDS in A0 UPSHUR IIi A Troop 3-17 Adr Cav conducted air reconnalssance,
provided Army Mr support, and maintained the Brigade Ready Reaction -
Force, OContacht during the period was sporadic to moderate with :
increasing activity and rocket/mortar attocks toward the énd of the
reporting periods The operaticn is continuing at presents 13 U5 peracfinael
were killed, Bl wounded of #hich 67 were evacumbted from the battlsfleld,
Enemy losses were 57 killed, COwmlative resulta of the reportdng

periodts operations are recorded in Inclosure 1,

~385¢

¢, The orgenizational structure to ineclude attached units and
wits under the operational control of the 3d Brigade is attached az
Inclosura 2¢ v Tl .

d, TUnits of *he Brigade, not participating in tactical operations,
sondueted training on a deily basis, - Each battalion is required to
maintain a master traﬂmiug'ﬁut as pregcribed in 101lst Airborme Regulation
350-1, dated 25 March . Training included Code of Conduct, Safety, -
Mines ond Boohbytraps Warefore, Small foms Familisrisatlon Firing Program,
lesson Leamed to include Vietnam Primer, Division and Brigade Combab
Notes, end First Aid to include personal hygiens, Fifty-six days of
tagticel operations and treining heve been conducted since 5 March,

L

g¢ There were no major troop movements during the reporting perled,

£, One major innovation was the comsclidation &f all Jlmm mortars
into eme plat ottached to the combet support companys The Slmm mortar
squads are returned to theilr parent unit and attached to other units,
according to tha tactical requirements, ~When there are no requirements
by units operating outside the base camp, the Hima mortars are
jncorporatod into the base ecamp's fire suppurt plof and provide ready
close=in support as well as immediate Illumination,

ge [An additional asset thst became available to the 3d Brigade
in March was the Scout Dog Flatoon of the S8th Infantry, Immediately
scout dogs were incorpordted into as many cperationz as poasible,

emphasis wag placed on using the scout dogs as a member of the

point element, It was necessary +to train troops and leaders at all
levels in the employment of the scout dogs, Once the wnits had grown
accustomed to the use of the scout dog and their idiosyneragles, -
increased use was emphasigzed, Dogs were made available fe» ambushes,
petrols, road olearing operations, cordon and search coperations, and
any other use the grownd eoemander might dosire which met with the
soout platoon lendars approva r\E
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exchange dogs and hmdlﬂ:'a l:m.-t‘-ﬁ t.hai.‘r Effﬂﬂ'ﬁd.meﬂa and affﬂ.t.‘-:l.mr

had decreased was implemented, This system assured the gromnd - -
commander of a relatively fresh scoub dog team at all times, Whenever
poasible cach platoon wap assigned ite own dog to utilisze on cloverlsaf
operations end platoon &weeps, Every effort was made to assign dogs to
the same unit each time, This resulted in a greater familiarity
between the stldiers and dogs which prwu& conducive ’Gr:: graater
ai'f&ctivmeuﬂ.

2s Sectiom 2, Lessina Learned: Commanders ﬂhsﬁwat:l.ms, Braluations
and Recommendatiomses

fe Parsonnsle - NONE -

be Emtims_
Limited Resupply -

[

(1) OBSERVATION, ﬁulﬁhﬁ'nflﬁittnkuﬂpﬂmmwfm
pinpointing its luaaﬂ.m or having h‘.lﬂ'lﬂliﬁﬂ of " its presence haa tactical
significance toward the sucess n.f ‘l'.he -:-parﬂ'l:-im.

(2) EVALUATION, On 17 Apr.li A ﬂnnpmrlst Hntt-a]iun (4irborne)
S06th Infantry began a 5 fay reconnalssence i force operation, - -
The company carried only rations, water, medical supplies, smmunitions,
and minimm field equipsment, WNo rammiy‘ except for emsrgency was
plarmed, On the evening of 20 April the company engaged a large enemy
force, whose reaction indlcated complete” swrprise at the presence of an
Jﬂ.liﬂrd Force, 1 US perscnmel was killed, & wounded (evacuated) and

2l enemy killed by body count,

(3) RECOMMENDATION, That Allied Forces sonduct more small unit
night operations with limited resupply or other activibies that tend
to pinpoint the locatdon or rewveal the presence of the unit in &
upan.:ii‘ir.: arety

o» Ireining,

Rﬂplnm‘b Perﬂmmal

(1) ORSERVATION, The 3d Battalicn {J.'lrbnmu) 187th Infantry
conducted ' a sarles of classes for replacements newly assigned to the
battalion, By meams of analysing student response and personal interview
of studenta, it was spparent that the majority of replacements arriving
in Tietnom for thelr first tour are under the misconception the Tiet
Cong is o raggod, poorly trained and ill-equiped guerrilla, -

(2) EVALUATION, To under estimste the abllity of the enesy
is 4 mistoke that has lost nmumercus battles throughout the history of
war, Hoving to walt wmtll engagement with the Viet Cong to discover he
is a woll trained, highly motivoted scoldier can be ocostly to the

(3) RECOMMENDATION, That Advence Individual Treining for

treinecs and Vietnam Orientation Courses for cther replacements stress
tho ﬂnpuhﬂitieu ond motivotion of the cnemys

de Intelligeomea,
Olden Eni

(1) DE.EHM‘I‘I-EH. Chieu Hol are of tremendous value when -
employed en a regular scout basis with compony and platocn slze elemante,

(2) EVALUATION, The employment of ralliers as guides” and
poouts nguinst thedir former cmdan is hardly a new t-anlmiqua
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This Brignde hag attempted to ob®
the brigade ares of operations, H
obtaining rolliers whot are fam’liar wi

whe are famdlisr with
important is _
emy technigques in the
field, have served in the fleld and are willing to accompany
US forces on sustained operations, Close lislsen must be maintained
with province Chiou Hol centers to obbtzin perscrnel of thls caliber,
Once obtained the individual must be screcned and a rapport
astablished with the mit to which the rallier is nssigned,

(3) RECOMMENDATION. That the valuejof using Chieu Hols es
grides for combobt operations be stressed Yo all units’'newly arrived
or prparing for deployment to the Republie of Vietnam, '
E- Ilﬂgijtiul H‘M 1

f,_ gganina‘bim, HOWE
ge Othar, NONE

M

Incl : C, LAWRENCE L MOWERY C )
as - Colenel Infantry - ' -
. Commanding :
Tdstritution:
IT FFORCEV

USARPAC GPOP-DT
USARY AVRGC (DST)
101ST ABN DIV
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FWMAF Vo o/s B4,
OPERATION DATES US KHA KHA RINEE _ SA _ WPNS  AMMO i OTHER
. 7,800 1BS Rlce
357 Bunkers
16 g - 50 Cla ymore mines
POY SPRINGS 22 MAR % 7 6 1 8 175 ES
A0 10 BANOS muE_m.x.. .
TOAN THANG 8AFR Enﬂmiﬁpmﬁﬂuﬁ“
CONTTHUING 2 2P mines, § Boobytraps,
» : m_.._, Bunkersa, mmmwﬁnaﬁdn“
13 57 0 20 o 139, RoS .

26 rds HE, 60 IBS explosives, .,..;

6 RFD Drums, 2 Brgm,
7 Sampamns, 6 Trucks,
7 (laymores, 53 Grenades

Inclogure 1




ORGANIC UNITS

HHC 3D Bde

1-506th Inf
2-506th Tnt
3-167th Inf

Inclosure 2

186
875

g 5

101et Adm

2-319%h MG L3T
326th Engr 126
G0lst Sig h&

226th Med TO
101st MP 29
BOlst Maint 31
265th REU 2,
101st I 6

i

DATE OPCON

Sel2 Inf

4 3-17 ASC

F Co Slst LRP

2l hpril
ol April
2l April
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DAILY STAFF JOURNAL OR DUTY OFFICER'S LOG

PAGHE MW

(AR I30-346)

|

53

3d Bde
101st Abn Diw

OPEANIE A TIOM OR INSTALLA TIGH LEBCATION

FERIOD COVERED

FRcrs

Gi.il 'ﬂl"ui HOUR (1% | (—
IT6X16 O0OL |30 Jun 68

ITEM
HO.

e

TIME

auT

IMCIDENTS, MESSAGES, OMDERS, ETC.

ACTION TAKEN

o001

Jeurnal Orened

ol
2

0053

3-187: Sit Hep Neg

ol

OL00

1-506: 1-506 in Bn ni psn, A Ce hit by est

10 man sgpper sod with grenades amd satchel

charges. They were supyorted by an est NVA

Ce. They empleyed SASAW, FPG, and 50mm

mert fire, Heturned fire with all erganie

wpns to inelude 90mm comnister, They

ware supperted by LFT and Arty. Contact

breken 0300 with wperdie sniper. 1-506

had no centact with 1-25th, all suypert

chtained threugh 3d Bde 101st Abn Div,

1st Biv: SLAR readeut IT012518, cn

in cpen TCT fram 2105-2400.

1=506: Going to use resupply to bring out

D wounded, GStill getting fire, got spooky

overhead, gunships overhead, dusteff enroutdq

from Cuo Chi,

3-187: GSit Rep Nep

0225

-

1-506: A 1-50& eeunt; 3 AK -,T's, one

HPG and 8 V€ dead,

G2k 5

1-506: A 1-506 repertz the bodiesz are

cenfirmed NVA,

trl'tb HAME AWD SRADE OF OF FICER OR SFFISidl O DUTY SIGHA TURE
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DAILY STAFF JOURNAL OR DUTY OFFICER’S LOG PAGE NO ]-n ;:-; rasEs

o (AR 120-346) 2
(i gBmEANIZATION OR INSTALLATION LOCATION FERIOD COVERED
&3 Fu Chi FRON TO
3d Bde XT6516 wou BATE ;ﬁr_——'r—'_';"n 3 .
101st Abn Diw 0001 | 30 Jun &g | 2,00 30 Jyn 5371 -
e - L Lo —- INCIDENTS, WESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. ACTION TAREM ok
9 0250 1-506: A 1-506 alse feund a light machine ! .
Fun., WLB
10 | 0310 1-50&; We have & tetal of 12 NVA by BC, G2, G
One 1ight MG, three AK-47's, twe RFG's,
things are guite, just sperdie fire, running
secend resurply now, Evac cas, Neg I'ha, ®LB
11 L0 1-506: Urge very strengly these jecple
be pulled cut f field. WLB
12 oL50 | C3 25tk Inf: Will nced extention fer 1-506 C3 CKYed
AO se they can moke sweep in the merning of
area of centact. JMF
13 | O455 3-187: Sit hep Neg LBS
1 0635 1-506: A Ce found total of 15 bodies sc
‘ far, many mere wpns Aw, 1dT's. Wil keep
I you pested, Confirmed VG, well ecuiped, LBS
I 15 DESE 1-506: OSweep of area eccntacl has provided 25th Inf OTO0 _J 3
al, KIA BC, 22 WPNS captured, Sweep contlnucl q
38 kIa (8C). US: 15 WIA, 5 minor WIA, o
16 | 0655 1-506: Update on 1-506 bedy ccunt: 3E NUVA 25th Inf CBO7
BC, 12 AR~LT, 2 LMG (WFD), 9 RPG-2, TFS
17 o737 9-187: A 3-1B7 at sT595238 inserticm 25th Inf O740
ecoplete 0725, Sgt Feil TFS
] 18 0750 3-187: lst 1ift 5 abn at 0745, L is in blecking psn. (5 HR
TH¥RDD MAME AMD GRADE OF QFFICER oR GFFICIAL ON DUTY sIEN & TUAL
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DAILY STAFF JOURNAL OR DUTY OFFICER'S LOG masE no . = ,,3; FasEs
gﬁ MEANIT A TiGM OR IHSTALLATION Lucnmu':hi _— PERIOD COVERED ": T
gg_.ﬂdﬂ . ?;5515 E_ oy ﬂ_‘:‘m:
d00st Abn Dly 30 Jun
'::' - o e IMCIDEMTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. ACTION TAKEN "I'Ilitl.
19 oe09 3=187: B complete 0800 lst 1ift CO7LE, G3
ond 1ift 0P03, HR
20 QEL3 1-506; 2B body ceunt - 12 aK-47, 9 GFG - G2
2 light MG, HR
21 Q855 1-506: A 1-506 at 082D XTLS87225 patrel G2
check:d area, fourd sand baps and bate plate
impres:ions, ble<d tralls heading west, LS
‘ | 22 | o915 1~506: C 1-506 at 2900 at KT, 96232 found o2 0910
a document which arpears to be 8 diary, WC
had en wern khaki uniferm and black IJ's, C
x Q%5 1-506; PFexhcle strensth: £ OOf, 77 IM,
8 M attached, 1 intcrpeter. HR
25 1000 26th Inf: Iafdial readeut deovmer® s brought 1-508 1001
in by 1st Bde CO Indicates 275*h U0 D.gt was
element contucted by 1-06. TFS | ._J
25 1010 1=506: Wrap Upz 20 [FQ pds, 11 IIG-2 c2 :?
b boosters, 45 AK Mag, 2000 AE rds, & carriers :
for FFD Drums, 10 HFL Crums, LD Thi len
rremades, & grenade ronctes, 2 leese amno
pouches, 17 sete LEZ, 7 renches, L canteens,
, hzammoeks, 17 VC rrofective masks, 1 pd !
i degoments cvae, ressinder to be wyviced, BS .

| b‘A ¥ :ﬂ'ﬂ l 5 §4 FREVIOUS ECITION OF THIS FORW IS O830LETE.




. DAILY STAFF JOURNAL OR DUTY EIFF‘ICEI'S LOG T Ho SFFicEs
fAR 210-348 )
R AN A TION O INSTAL LA TION LocaTion PERIGE COVERED
- 5 FROM D
Eﬁlﬁgﬁbn Div J-?;ﬁ?fﬁ "&”51 PP e ol
- 30 Jun 62| 2400) 30 Jun b
e - Ll — INCIDEMTS, MESSAGES, GROERS, ETC. ACTION TAKEN ,,ﬁ';_"
26 Jlo2s 2-187: Insertion -wmplete, begifining ssarch
new will hove choprers refuel am? then -cme
up ¢n romger push, TMF
29 1052 1-506: 2it "wr Neg HR
| re 130 3-187: 3 Cc ot 1730 st XT500207 fresd 20 | Lestroyed
| 1bs cf rice (raw). o
4 29 1156 1-506: Sit LEep Neg . b 4
an 128 3-18T7: lLeecen plot ot 1IL0 24 ZTEOPD9 #oqd Tostroyed
L,00 1bs cf vrnpelished rlee, *n Victnamere
; wurlap bops, M
: l 31 1246 1=506: Will % eempleted at 1500 kps teday, | Meg relicee time, 4
(1,15H) e
32 1255 1-506: 5Sit rep Meg _ FWa
33 1304 P-187: Yoy will have AV0 fup MUILE vt il
1630H, FWB
1 34 1322 1-506: A 1-50€ at 1320 1 lift 7 ships cf o2
* A Co enrcute Cu Chi, FuB
35 1348 1-506: & extractien eecpletz =t 170F, G3 FaB
136 1350 P-506: CL couplete 1348, FWB
37 1430 Pl feecple *kat rec awards 2 [VM ezn net Zet 1 CV2 er C7A
L rtn to Cu Chi ted:y besause of “ad wozther, else there are 2
Fugrest CH-47 be loyed cn if they sre resded, palets of mail
at PVN, 34 B
TYPED WAME AND GRADE &F SGFFICER O OFFICIAL SN DLUTY RiGM A TURE
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DAILY STAFF JOURNAL OR DUTY OFFICER'S LOG FASE HO. G OF RAGES
[AR 3T0-346} 5 ~
AMIEATICHN OF IHETALLATIGH LOEATION PERIOD COVERED [
tu Chi FROM TO
ITAFLE WOUR | GATE Houm | GATE B
- P s
thp Dy 0001 ap Ju 58 | 2500] 20 Jun 68
TIME IHCIDEHTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. ACTION TAKEW T'.:bil
L ouT
15, 1-50f: Lecrtiers ¢f B, U, T «lementcy cent te Div
n 53710, O E030en, T4 RN, RFE}
1525 1-187: 1517 b1z 3-1R7 5 airkevng a2 -’J-BI
1ELE 2.387: The rice that 2-1°7 B had too -3 WEE Tiv
1.qtyeved, There was ne wzy ef 1iftir= it
™. 5
[y 1 £ i

2500 2.187; 4 Do at 1¥87 o YTECOAD ~ocakd

AR L |

g Turships are

~ 4

reald 2/ fire, returning fire

254k 1605 G|

1630 2hs B=130 will leave PV teinming Fad ord I

1815 1-505: Hitg losoticne pleti- g oozerh 1o JZF

Livision. LBS
1838 1=505: o in eentact 2t iz Cime, nf

ciher inferm tien, will kigp oou civized, LBS
4] -:5; i o & P I b I P e R et 1 ) B "|;|: WETE "'“'J'.l
1920 1-806t lecatienz ¢l =1l Jeni| ELGHCTLE, L : o

MACY would 2ike e have ‘e, ihers ac te 1-506 &

1 roxt o thelr log tlcn, rel yed Lo

phekte b @

1037 ‘da Lpsr: o086 avn TfF eon dwg 3-2ET
-y l_lr-_l: IR ot S T '_;t:.."':_- :..-\.- Cc.of E"::!'
£y yepm pwms Mg gt s 1RS
pFLwE O i -l - Er ]
!
TYRED MAME AME GRADE OF OFFICER R OFFICIAL OM DUTY SIGH A TURE
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./- DAILY STAFF JOURNAL OR DUTY OFFICER'S LOG AL TR L
& o {AR 370-348) '}"
Iﬁ:luuanﬁh O ST AL L& TGN LB & Tt PERIOD COVERED 2
e C Chi i TeRr e 1
%1 Bde CTEET £ ] 3 Ty CATE
615 o , by
1 ‘b Dy 10001 |30 Jun &8 | 2L00| 30 Jun &8
ITEM TiHE
MESSA PN
e — — INCIDENTS, GES, CROERS, ETC. ACTION TAKEN ok
i 1945 3=187: Nite locrticns pletted and sent Lo JSF
Division, LES|
| LB 2050 3-187: B Cc 2nd plst ombush in rcsition, LB
L - - - - e
L0 FE2 1=-506: Zit Lep Kep 1RBS
g0 | 200 3-187; € 3-187 sctusiin~ =rty t- lécctien
ef suspected mcvement ., s ¢f 20584 all
acbuches in resitiom, Ly
| I 51 21 3=187: Git Tep Heg |
| |
{ ¥ 52 2130 1 =E0k: rep up of 1-50f sebivitief today. JeF LA |
£ 2153 Bde DReer: 2-506 YIOUO5"D, A Cc at ITMCC
V1K
| B = ol o i e b b T TR S
{ Sl ....5 j-'. A& A 18c EL - i i - R .,_r_,._r*
. — by S T R i
-y rr— - N - 4 I -k - L e
TFORT: 1) 10 0 2D =evime SEO2) ITE2024)
L) Unk 5) 212 6) 1-59€ cpemed up en VC.
fi .!\. Ju'- ccC nt S !--'—r- --—ﬂ —rf { T :_,j,-\. C ._.:-'_
T - I . P R T -
10, ZCiTg neep cloie wo et ATGS,
ehee) At (o i pll 1 o
- T B . L~ E ™ b
55 2158 1506 I TEF Hor. WLEg
gk 22001 Ede Rear: .57 Ce MOF TICISCEE. amb 7] U'LJ
b ailie " i T M B it T 1 I A
TS E2, 42 Talerati.
FTYPEDR MAWE aNEG GRADE OF OGFFICER O GFFICIAL GN DUTF FiGH A TWRE
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CAMEIDENTLA!. -

Headquarters 3d Brigade, 10lst Adr Cavalry Division
AP0 San Francisco 96383 '

13 T
. AVDGwCl~E UFH‘{L.;;_ LH-h,-i-.'“_,'_:F_J 12 togust 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3d Brigdalﬂlnur Cavalry Division
for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65) (KL

cLAGSEIT . B de J DR
SAFLIEGT T ST M '.."---I- rl
SEE DISTRIBUTION IV S L i :

ST ATICALL 4 AR A e
R I Tt

LEdiass :'.: ooy a3k EGENG 'iT!{
1., Section 1, Operations: Significant Aotivities

a2, During the reporting period, the 3d Brigade 101st Alr Cavalry
Division conducted counter-insurgency operations in Blen Hoa snd Einh
Daong Provinces; moved by C-130 airoraft to II Corps Tactical Zone, under
operational contrel of the hith Infantry Divisien; and roturned to III
Corps Tactical Zene and conducted operations in the 25th Infantry Division's
Tactical Area of Responsibility, under the operational control of the

b. Muumbinginﬂimﬁnamdﬂinhmm Provinces, two orgarde
battalions and one attached battalion vere responsible for security of the
rocket belt north and east of Long Binh/Bien Hoa complex and interdictlon
of movement along primary avenues of spproach into the area. The remaining
orgendc battalion continued to provide local security for Fhuoc Vinh Base
Camp and conduched bushmaster=type and reconnaissance in force operations
in Binh Duong Province, The entire brigade sonducted the move to II Corps
Tactical Zone, and upon retuming 4o III Corps Tactical Zome placed B |
battalions wnder the operational control of the 26th Infantry Division,
lsaving one battalion for gecurity of Phuoc Vinh Base. o

o, The thres major cperatlons securdng during the reporting period

wera:
(1) Operstiom TOAN THANG (1 Apr - 22 May)
(2) Operation LUCAS GREEN (23 May - 9 Jun)
(3) Operation TOAN THANG, Phase II (13 Jun = Cont)
(a) Operation TOAN THANG

At the begimning of the reporting period, the 3d Prizade
mumtmtunmthammfﬂmﬁnnamplﬂnnghgrmmdmﬂ
morbar/rocket attack with two batballons and attached support elementds

3 YEAR INTERVLLS

BERTRLL o § o i D
LA Y DECLASS AFTER 12 YRARS
: : . DR 5200,10

,,,,, i -
i —— R T

P e e g S

= i ol -
! LA SRR i
. i



woe GONFIDENTIAL ......

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3d 'rulr{l}iﬁ.n
Ifurhﬂﬂhdingjlmﬂa' HGECBM-&E} -

Extensive recomnaissance in foree operatioms, night ambush patrols, and
serial surveillance were employed to interdict movement along avemies of
approach to gritical installations and population centers in the IIL Corps
Tacticel Area, The remaining battalion provided security of Phuec Vinh
Bage, conducted bushmaster-type and recomnalssance-in-force operations in
Binh Ducng Province in an effort to interrupt logistical lines supporting
hostile activity in the Long Binh/Bien Hoa area, Intelligence collected
through deployment of long range patrols north of frea of Operation LOS
BANOS, in early May, combined with an inerease in enemy activity gnd
gorbact to the east and west of the Area of Operation indicated the massing
and positioning of unites for the suspected second offensive was in process.
Flmoe Vinh Base was mubjected to mortar/rocket attacks en 5-8 May as the
eneny appliad pressure in sreas and basze camps detached from heavily
populated centers, On 9 May, D Company lst Battalion (AIRBORNE) 505th
Infarntry was engaged by an estimated Viet Cong company, YT003423, Small
ayma/automatic weapons fire wore exchanged and D Company employed artillery
and* 6 TAC airstrikes in eclose support. = Contact continued throughout the
day, ranging from light o heavy in nature. The enemy, with the aid of
reduced visibility, broke comtact just prior to darimess, There wers 2 US
perscrmel killed and b wounded, all were evacuated. Enemy losses were &
killed by body count. On 12 May, 1230 hours, C Company 1lst Battalion
engaged an eatimated enemy squad, XT943L0kL, with enall arma and awtomatie
woapons firej; employing artillery, light fire team and TAC air in support.
The enemy retwmed small arme and sutomatie weapons fire, The light fire
team received heavy ground fire., A% 1320 hours, contact was heavy and

the enermy foree was estimated at platoon size, C Company dirceted artillery
md requested TAC alr. The wnit wos &till receiving heavy fire after the air-
strikes and additional artillery amd two more airsurikes were directed into
the area of contact; followed by light fire teams. C Company re-antered
the ares and received only sporadic to light small arms fire. Contact was
broken at 1517 hours. Dme to the heavy losses of personnel and equipment
suffered in the areas surrounding Saigon and Long Binh/Bien Hoa, enemy
activity in the northermn portion of Area of Operation CLARKSVILLE increased
a3 replacements and supplies moved acuth in support of combat operations
and enemy casualties moved north 4o previous "rest" havens located in War
Zone Dy On 19 May, D Company 2d Battalion (AIRBORNE) S06th Infantry was
engaged by an estimated enemy squad, TTO062%9. The enemy who demonstrated
good fire discipline and battle field police was armed with small arms/
automatic weapcns and RPOs, and dressed in gray uniforms with red stars.
Contact waa shortly clasaified heavy and the size of the enemy force estw
imated as a reinforced platoon.: D Company engaged the enemy with organic
weapons, supported by artlllery, light fire team, TAC air, and C3 drop.

The eontact terminated at 1730 hours. There were 2 US personnel killed and
15 wounded, 15 of which were evacuated, Enemy losses were 28 killed by
body count, The endless number of reconnaissance in foree and bushmasters
type operations conducted by the Brigade during the period resulted in
almost daily contect. In conjuncticon with the mlssion of protecting the
Long Binh/Blen Hoa complex against mortar/rocket attack, the Prigade con-
ducted saturation patrolling in the northern portion of Area of Operseticn
LOS BANOS and long range patrols north of the area of operation, The
Fifle Platoon of 4 Troop 3d Squadron 17th Adr Cavalry was inserted into the
actual firing aite or cted routes of escape and ambush patrols nearest

the site would mova mmmat‘mﬂpttnsm
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for Perdod Ending 31 July 1 (RL)

the area. This taetic resulted in the enemy moving firing sites out of
the BTEB:d.gadalu area of operation, On 22 May the Brigade received the
misgion of moving by Adr Ferce C-130 mircraft to T Field Force Vietnam
Tactical Zone, The Brigade mowed from Area of Operation L0OS HANOS by CHaLT
and HUID to Phuoe Vinh and began preparation for the move,

(b) Operaticn LUCAS GREEN
On 23 May, the Brigade began movement to I Field Force
Vietnam Tactical Zcne, Dak To, from Phuoo Vinh in the following five
achelonss

ECHELON " DATES - -.... SORTIES P CARGO

e ———— —— e

-

Advance Party 23 May 3 40 15 Tons
TF Alpha 2L ' 2l 841 50 Tons
19508 d

A 2-319 Arty
Plat 326 Engr

TF Brawo 2h-25 May 32 150 g2 Tons
HHC Bde

HHB(=) 2-31%

MP

501 Sig
Hg 326 Engr

EFEEESHPHH 25 May 2L Blyo 50 Tons
B 2-319 Arty
Flaet 326 Engr

TF Delta - 25 May 2l 870 50 Tans
3-187

C 2«31% Arty

Flat 325 Engr

TF BEcho 25 May 13 86 32 Toas
HHBE 2«319 drty

265 RRU

325 Med

PX

The lst Battalion (ATRBORNE) SOSth Infantry elosed Dak To on 2l My and
was immediately deployed to sscure the high ground south of Dak To, Fire
Support Base 5, YB988153, and Fire Support Base &, YB935188, were secured
and one gompany with the reconnsissance platoon attached was deployed to
cover likely firing sites and avenues of approach to Dak To, headquarters
for Task Force MATHENS of the lith Infentry Division. The 3d Battalien
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3d Brigade 101st Adr Cavalry Division
for Perlod Ending 31 July 1958, RCS CSFOR=S5) (R1)

(ATRECRNE) 187th Infentry closed Dak To on 25 May, The 2d Battalion was
placed under the operational control of the lst Brigade hith Infantry
Division. A and B Companies 3d Battalion were placed under operational
control of lst Battalion Sth Infantry, D Company 3d Battalion had the
mission of securing the 34 Brigade Base Camp, Camp Whitehead, ZBO322, On
28 My, the lst Battalion was placed under cperotional contrsl of the lat
Brigade 4th Infantry Division, The 2d and 3d Battalions were returmed to
control of the brigade and began movement by eir to Dak Pek, 1895468, with
the mission of defending the Special Forces/CIDG complex located thare.
The 3d Brigade minus the lst Battalion closed Dak Pek on 29 May. The 2d
Battalion occupied positions on hill 1207 (¥B9071), hill (YB9269), and
strong points at TB915713 and YB955706, The Brigede hed no significant
contact during this period. On 22 June the 2d Battalion retwrned to Dak To
and was again placed under the operstional combrol of the lst Brigade Lth
Infentry Division. The 3d Battalion continued to defend Dak Pek untdl 0
June and retumed to Dak To. n 7 June tha 3d Battalion began movement by
0-130 sircraft to Phmoe Vinh, closing on the same day and the 2d Battalion
was returned to contrel of the 3d Brigade and began preparation for move-
ment to Phuoe Vinh, The Brigade minus the lst Battalion closed Phuoe Vinh
m 10 June wtilising a totel of 79 C-130 sorties.

(e) Operation TOAN THANG, Phase II

Upon return to the IIT Corps Tactical Zone the 3d Brigade
resumed defense of Phuoe Vinh Base/Song Be Bridge in Area of Operation
TANKEE (previcusly drea of Operation CLARESVILLE) and began preparation
for movement to the 25th Diviaion Tactical Area of Responsibllity at Cu Chi,
The 34 Bettelion (ATRBORNE) 187th Infantry and 2d Battalion (ATRBORNE) S06th
Irﬂanh?mﬂmwurtuﬂuﬂ:imljmdlhmmanﬂﬂlr. D Company
and one platoon from each company 2d Battalion and one platoon from each
company 3d Battalion remained at Phuoc Vinh for defense of the base. On
15 June the 2d Battalion conducted an alrmobile assault during the hours of
darkness into Area of Operation EAGLE, north of Cu Chi, without artillery
preparation, During the insertion of B Company, the Asssult Halicopter
Company received small arms/automstic weapens fire, There wers 1 U3 killed,
2 US wounded and 3 HUID damaged. Pnemy losses were wnknown, A Company,
later in the day, engaged several VC running from the area, kKlling 2 by
body count. The 3d Battalion also inserted by air into Area of Operaticon
EIGLE on the morning of 15 Juneend sealsd the village of Thanh An, The
village was searched by National Police with negative results. At 1415
hours 16 June, D Company 3d Battalion engaged an estimated enemy squad,
Small arms fire was exchanged and the enemy immedistely broke contsot., D
Compary fired artillery aleng the avenus of enemy withdrewsl, One (1) us
personnel was killed amd another one womnded and evacusted. There were 2
VC killed by body count. On 17 June the 1st Battalion (AIRBORNE) S06th
Infantry began movement by C-130 from IT Corps Tactical Zone, Dak To, ko
Co Chi, closing 1530 hours on the 18th., On 18 June, D Company 3d Battalion
was engaged by an estimated enemy company, Small arms/sutomatic weapons
fire were exchanged with D Company utilizing artillery, TAC air, and 1isht
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_ CONFIDENTIAL 10

_ . 12 Angust 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3d Brigade 101lst Air Cavalry Division
for Period BEnding 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-45) (R1)

additlonal artillery. After employment of CS the enemy broke contact,

One (1) US personnel was killed and three {3) were wounded and evacusbed,
There were 7 enemy killed by body count, On 19 June the lst Battalion
conducted a maintenance stand down at Cu Chi and on 20 June moved by rcad
into Area of Operatiocn PEAR, southwest of Cu Chi., 4t 1146 hours 21 June

A end C Companies lst Battelion were engaged by sn estimated reinforced
enamy company, Small arms/automatic weapons fires were exchanged with the
1st Battalion amploying artillery, 7 airstrikes, and light fire teams in
supports 4 Company 3d Battalion was inserted by air intc a blocking position
and comtact eontinued into the hours of darkness, A search of the contact
aret the followirg moming resulted in 77 enemy killed by hody count and 1
prisoner. There were 9 U2 personnel killed and LO wounded, 29 of which
were evacuated. On 24 June the brigade received the mission of moving two
battalions to Area of Operstion QUICK, Dau Teng (XT45L7), in response to
intelligence concerning enemy build up in the ares. The 3d Battalion moved
on the evening of 2l June deploying three companies to the northwest of Dau
Tieng and one eompany in 3d Brigade Infantry Division's base for security,
The let Battalion closed Dem Tieng on 25 June and ismediately established

2 Fire Support Base and begen reconnaissance in force operations in the
Michelin Flantation, Only ome significant contact developed in the Dau
Tieng area. O Company 3d Battalion ambushed an enemy squad resulting in

7 enemy killed by body comnt and negative US casuslties. On 25 June the

2d Battalion was relsased from control of the 25th Infantry Division and
moved by C-130 to Phuoe Vinh and assumed the security mission of Phuoe
Vinh Base/Scng Be Bridge end Area of Operation YANKEE. On 27 June the 3d
Battalion moved by air into Area of Operation RAPID, XT6723, and began
reconnalssance in force operations, The lst Battalion was placed wnder the
operationsl control of the 25th IMwvision on 28 June and began conducting
operations in the area surrounding Trang Bﬁ. At 0100 hours 30 Jume the
lst Battelion's'night defensive positien, 923, was attacked by an est-
imated company led by & sapper squad and supported by heavy S0mm mortar
fire, Contact at close range continued wmtil 0300 hours with the eneay
employing heavy small arms/automatic weapons, RPG and mortar fires. The
lst Battalion returned fire with all orpamic weapons to include $0mm
cannister rounds and were supported by artillery, light fire teams and
SPOOKY. The enemy broke contact during the early merning hours, There
were 20 US persommel wounded, all of which were evacuated., There wore 38
eneny kcilled by body comnt. Light to sporadic contact continued for the
next seven days and at 1930 hoursy 8 July, B and C Companies 3d Battalion
engaged &n estimated enemy platoon, The enemy employed small arms/auto-
matic weapens and light to heavy machine guns, B and C Companics utilized
all organic weapens, artillery, light fire teams, SPOOKY, and OS5 in retwrn,
The contact continued until 2320 hours then the enemy was finally able to
break contact and withdraw from the area. There were ki US perscnnel killed
and 3 woundeds A1l wounded and killed were evacuated from the battlefield,
Enemy losses were 21 killed by body comt. On 10 July, the 3d Hattalion
conducted a night inmertiom, followed by a cordon and search operation in
response to a contact developed by D Troop 3d Squadron Lth Cavalry at
XTh75254. During the insertion C and D Companies received small ayms and
mortar fires. A and B Companies also received mortar fire during the inser-
tiocn, Small arms/autematic weapons fires were exchanged and the 3d

Battalion utilized a light fire team in support.
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The contact was broken at 2221 hours,  There were 18 US personnel wounded,
12 of which were evacuated., A search in force the following day resulted
in 17 enemy kllled by body coumt. On 10 July the lst Battalion eonducted

a combat assault into Area of Operation TARO, XTH183, in response to
intelligence reports of enemy build up, A search of the area resulted in
small caches being found, but negative enemy contact. On 11 July the lst
Battalion returned to Cu Chi and began preparation for air assault ints
drea of Operation BRANCH, XTLliO2, west of the Oriental Riwer, The agsault
into the erea of operation on 12 July was executed without contact, The
let Battalion remeined in Area of Operations PRANCH until 1 July and then
returned to Cu Chi in preparetion for deployment into drea of Operstion
STREQM, northwest of Cu Chi, During the latter part of July the method

of operation was changed to & very deliberate, coordinated, well plarnned
pacification progrem, The majority of the scuthern portion of lrea of
Operation STREAM is a known sanctuary for Viet Cong foroes and sems type
of contact, ranging from aniper fire 4o pletoon sise, was a daily oocur-
rences On 22 July at 1056 hours, B Company 2d Battalieon, under the
operationel control of the lst Battalion, was engaged by an estimated VO
platoon at XT522206, Later, the estimated mize of the enemy force was
increased to a company, VC were in bunkers and spiderholes and armed with
gt least 2 machine guns, small arms, automatic weapons, RPGa and mortars.
B Company returned fire with all organie weapens and was supported by light
fire teams, artillery, and airstrikes, D Company lst Battalion was inserted
by air to the southwest of the contact in early afternoon. B Company wWas
inserted later in the afterncon to complete the seal of the econtaet areda,
as C Compeny 2d Battalicon, under control of the lst Battalion, had mowved
to the north of the contact end established a bloeking position, Contact
continued until 1955 hours with the lst Battalion being supported by
artillery, light fire teams, CS'drops, and 6 airstrikes. There ware 11 US
persomnel killed and 23 wounded, all of which were cvacuated, Fnemy
losses were & killed by body count. At 0815 hours, 25 July, C Company 2d
Battalien, under the operationsl control of the lst Battalion, made contact
with an estimated 30 enemy positioned in spiderholes snd bunkers, The
enemy engaged with small arms/automatic weapons, C Company retumed all
organic weapons and was supported by artillery, light fire teams and TAOD air,
4t 1000 hours, B Company 3d Battalion, placed under the oparaticnal control
of the lst Battalion, was inserted by air into LZ XTS11226 to reinforeas,
During this contact the 24 Dettalion and the 34 Battalion were ing
missiona at Cu Obd end Phuoo Vinh, The companiss of the 24 Battalion were
placed under the cperational control of the lst Battalion upon arrival ab
Cu Chi and inserted into the contact area as the situation dictated, At
1333 hours, 4 Company 2d Battalion wap inserted in LZ XTS00216 and received
emell arms and RPG fire from the woodline, There were 6 US persomnel kdilled
on the L2. The second lift of A Company was inserted into LZ XTS0222h. 4
and C Companies lst Battalion and D Company 2d Battalion were inserted

into L2, 17525226, and established portion of cordon to northeast, north-
west and south respectively. P Compeny 2d Battalion inserted into LZ,
Xr50222h, end established portion of the cordon to the east. Heavy contact
continued until 2109 hours and sporadic fire was received throuphout the
night. There were 17 TAC airstrikes, 5 CS drops, 3 preplannsd PSYOPS
missions with continuous spe verage ht fire teams, throushout
the contact, amploye
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SUBJECT: Operational Hapﬂrt- of 34 rade 101st Adr Cavalry Divisien .
for Perled Bnding 31 July 19468, RCS CSFOR-65) (1)

i.mdnﬂmpmiuﬂdhttalimmnductadiuuruhmrumﬂmughm
contact area with remaining units holding the cordon, There were several
small contacts throughout the day, There were 13 U3 persornel killed and

30 wounded, all of which wers evacuated, Enemy losses were 55 killed by
body eeunt, The 3d Prigade is continuing to conduct resomnaisssmee in

force operatimms in Area of Operation STREAM and adddtionel areas of
operation in response to intelligence cellected throughout the 25th Infantry
IMvision's Tactical Area of Responsibility, (Cumulative results of the
reporting perdod's operations are recorded in Inclosure 1).

d. The organisational structure to include attached wnits and unita
under the operatiomal somtrel of the 3d Brigade is attached as:Inclosure?,

@y Units of the Brigade, not participating in tactical operations,
conducted training on a daily basis,  Each battalion econducted the quart-
erly mhﬁ required by 10lst Adrbome Division Regulation 350=1, dated
25 March 1968, during the period it was responsible for security of Phuoe
Vinh Base, In addition to the required training, each company received:
instruction in employment of close support weapons to include artillery,
light fire teams, and TAC air, Muarterly traindng included Code of Conduct,
Safety, Mines and Boobytraps, Bmall Amms Familiarization Program, Lesson
Learned to include Vietnam Primer, Division, and Brigade Combat Hotes, and
First Aid to include personal hygiena.

f+« There were saven {':-'}'-ma;]nr troop movemants during the reporting
period. Bagie date is the same as the data recorded for the move 4o II
Corps Tactical Zone.

£+ Two problem sreas the Brigade did experience in Area of Operation
LOS BANCS were the geining of clearance-for firing prompt counter-rocket/
mortar fire againat suspected and actual enemy rocket/mortar firing sites
mﬂmﬁnl&&ngmﬂcmmﬂwnfﬂhtﬂnﬂmdaplnjeﬂ against
rocket/mortar attacks, Clearance to fire artillery in the area of cperation
was obtained from the Dong Nai Sensgmtive control gtation, who granted both
AW ground and US air clearance, During rocket/mortar attacks, clearance
$o fire counter-rocket/mortar artillery was denied on numerous oecassions
Hmmnfiimraftdimtnhaﬂtnﬂrﬂthnﬁring sites or light fire tcams
with the mission of engeaging the target were in the- sres trying to determine
the location of the site or that targeta to be fired were danisd ARVH
clearance, In addition, the gmnships would not contact the grownd commander
on his frequency so that the growmd commander could not control the deploye
ment of the air assets, resulting in the gunships being unable to fire for
Tear of engaging friendly units and the units oo the ground bedng unable
to maneuver for fear of being fired on by friendly air,

2e BSection 2, Lessons Learnad: Commanderts Observations, Evaluations and

Recommendati ons,
27 UNCLAGairizy
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3d de 101st Adr fhvalr,r Division
for Period Ending 31 July 1968, ROS CSFORS) (R

(1} OBSERVATION., In the course of normal cperations, certain
loads becems standard, based on the helleopter 1ift eapatdlity of the area
of cperation, After a wnit moves to another area of operatiom, it is
found that a load that was suitables for helicopbter 1lift in cne area is too
heavy for the new area, evem though the same type of helicopter is being
u‘b:l.]iud; :

" (2) EVALUATION. When the 3d Brigade moved to IT Corpas Tactieal
Zone, the changs of altitude was quite apparent in the utilimation of
helicoptera, Loads that were standard in ITT Corps Tactical Zone were too
heavy for 14f+ in the new area of operation, This required last minute
shifting of loads during the initial period the Brigade was oporating in
II Corps Tactlcal Zons,

(3) HECOMMENDATION. fThe advance party that normally precedes tha
units arrival must determine the 14t capabllity of helicopters in the new
ared of cperations. This information must be made available to all con-

cermed as soon as possible go that rigring equipment can be datermined,
lrads reconfigured, and sortie requirements recomputed,

¢ Iraining, Fone
do Intelligence, None
o« Logistics. Neme

T Organization. Nene
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. CONFIBENTIAL

-!.5'53 ]
Inclosure 2 to Operational Repert of mu 101st J!I.:lr ﬂavalry Divisibn:
for Feriod Pnding 31 July 1968, RCS 5I(RL), dtd 12 August 1968, -
ORGANTC UNTTS ATTACHED UNITS OPCON UNITS DATE OPCON
HHC 3d Bde 161 2315 Arty L37 £-12 Inf 2Ly Apre22 May
1-506th Inf 849 326th Bngr 126 4 317 A/C 2y Mpr-22 May

2=50&th Inf 780 50lat S L5 F Co Slst LRP 2l Apr-22
3-187th Inf 795 326th H:g 70 e
101st MP 29
265th RRU 21y
103st MI &

GONFIDENTIAL

, o n

! s R ra :

| LrCLAEEIFIED i
i

l’"’l,I ’Jﬂ-"\r'l,!'r-rl' -----E.c‘t

."i'




DEFARTMENT OF
Headquarters 32 Bripade, 1Clst £
APO San Franeisesn

15 November 1948

SURJECT: Operational Report of the 3d Brirade 101st alrborne D:I.ﬁ.ainn-
(Rirmobile) for Period Ending 31 October 196, ROS CSPOR-65 (R1) €X

SEE DISTRIZTICH

1, (G} Section 1, Operations: Simmifican® Activities

s, Durins the repsrtins pericd, the 3¢ Hrigade 101st Alrborne
Divisisn (Alrmsbile) contimued counter-insurpency operaticns in the 25th
Infentry Divisions Tactical Area of Responsibility with the Bripade minus
rme battalion under the operationmal comtrel of the 25th Infantry Division.
e pemeinin- battalisn provided security for the Brigade's Basc ot Phune
Tinh in Binh Dusns Trovinece. On 1 Sepiember Operation Golden Sword baman
with the departure of the advance party from Fiuosc Tinh enrpute to the
1Mat Adrborne Divisimn Base, Camp Barle, in I Corps Tactical Zone,

be 4t the berinning of the reportins perioc, the 3d Brirade was
contimeins to conduct combat aperations in the 25th Infantry Divisions
Tactical Arca of Rosponsibility with twos bettalisns and attached support
elements, The principal area of interest was 4rea of Operaticns STHEAM
which lay north, northwest and west of Cu Chi in Heu Hohia and Tay Ninh
Provinces, Ertensive recormaissance in farce operatisns, Baple Flirhis,
Armobile soeratisns, nicht ambush petrols, and acrial garveillancc wore
amployed to interdict movement along avenues of anproach to eritical
installstisns and populated uunte;z;.'u IIT Corps Tactical Area from
Cambodia mnd War Zone C. Fire Support Bases were established as hard
spots in known enemy havens ta disrupt messing of units for larre offensive
operations, Snotch sperations were conducted in an effort to eliminate
and disorcanize the Viet Conp infrastructure and an extensive pecification
procram was initlatec in conjunctdon with all combat operatisns, In late
Aomust the Drirade besen preparation to move north to rejoin the 101st
Airbtorne DMvisisan southwest of Hue in I Corps Tacticsl Zone., The move
wes eoncucted over & fifty-four day perisd with the advance party departing
1 September an® the rear detachment elosin: Camp Barle 2L Dctober. The
Brirade concuctad reconnaissance in force, airmcobils, road clsaring oper=
ations, and fire base security spergtions in I Cuarps Tactical Zwme. On
2é petober the Dri-ade was ordered to prepars for deployment to Camp Evans
north of Tue. Uovement to Camp Evansbepan 30 October.

¢, The thrse major speratisns occuring during the repartine
neriod were: Operation TOAN THANG, PHASS IT (1 Lup - 2l Sept), Operation
GOLDES SWORD (1 Sest - 2l Oct), and Operstion HEVADA EAGIR (comt).

——— (1) Operstion TOAN THANG, Phose IT (1 fug = 2h Sept)
T:e 3d Drirade contimied to conduot reconnaissance in
Ioree operations in of Operation STREMM and additional areas of )
intercst in response tellirenca collected throughmt the 25th Infantry
Divigions .Tactical Responsibdlity. The lst and 2nd Bettalions
T
O DOWNGRADED ATS, YR THTERVALS
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SUBJECT: OCoeratisnal Report ofl !' Brirade 101st Airborne DHvisimn
{fimobile) for ?Eri:ﬂ“ﬁidm'-’};_stnta‘bar 1958, RCS CSPOR-65 (R1)(U)

3rd Battaelisn 167th Infentry under the operafighel esntrol of the 2nd
Battalion. The 3rd Battalion minus had the mfssisn of securing Thuoe Vinh
Base snd Sonm Ue Bridre, The first two weelss of Jusust were chgracterized
by frequent lisht contact. In addition, the Brigade's pacificatisn programs
and operations torreted apainst the enemy's infrastructure began to produce
tanrible results, OChieu Hol's and prisoners began identifying key Viet
Cong fifures in wvillares and reported locations of tumels, aid stations,
bunker compleres and ememy methods of operatisns within Area of Operation
STREAM., Durin~ the hours of darkmess on 1 Mumust, D Company 2né Bettalion
eonducted & "snatoh" operation in responae te imtellirence indicatding a
three-man ccll with on 52mm mortar was livins in a vwillage located at
XTS55212, The throe-men cell could not be located, however, the "snatch"
team 4ic espiure an individual that had knowledre-and names of key Tiet
Cone lesdcres in that portion of Area of Operation STREAM. Om b Auwrust C
Co lst Battelion diseovered and evacusted & 12,000 1b rice cache, On S
hurust the lst Bettalion with operstional eomtrol of 4, B3, C, and D
Companies 2nd Battalim eonducted a mipht combat assoult in Avea of
Operetion 2.0, vic XTL9CT, in an ettempt to seal an area which an estimatod
Viet Conr Rattalisn was reported, 4 and § e-owpanies inserted into hot
landinm zones, receivins small arms, automstic weapons, and RPG fire oo the
initizl insertisn, Throurhoot the eontact, which lasted from 1718 hours -
until the f2llowinr marning, the pround units and Fire Support Base Linda,
XT525043, reccived mortar fire. Heavy anti-zireraft fire was receliwved
from at leest fourteen (L) 50 ealiber machine mun positicns. During the
contact the 3¢ Prigade Command and Cantrol aireraft and o Bripede OH23
were damased hy ~round fire. The 0H23 was forced to land as a result of
extensive domare,. Small proups of Tiet Conn attempting to exfiltrate were
enzaped throurhout the night, Throwrhsut the contact US forces were
supporded by artillery, lirht fire tesms, floreships and 15 airstrikes.
Enemy losses weore 1) klled by bady cmmt, There were 2 US porscmnel
killed and 12 wounded, B were evacuated., On 6 fnjust the 1st Battalion
released aperation contral of the 2nd Bottalionfs compenies who returmed
to Area of Operatiosn STREAN. On & August B Company 3rd Battalion, under
the =peratisnsl eantrasl of 2nd Battalisn, ciseowvered 26,000 1lbs of rice,
1200 1bs of rice was stored in a hut., All rice was evammeted to 25th
Infantry Divisisn Sase Camp at Cu Chi, On 7 Awust 1lst Battalion returned
by air to Area of Operation STREAM. On 8 Aurust C Co 2nd Battelion made
emntact with an estimated snemy platoon at 1545 hmurs. C Co was reinforcec
by A Compeany 2nd Dattalion just prior to dark and both companies were
supperted by artillery, lisht fire tosms, "Spooky", and tactical air.
Contact was breken at 2125 hours, There were 11 enemy killed, Friendly
caguglties were 2 killed and 10 wounded; all were evecuated. Throurh the
middle of Avrust, contact with the cnemy was lizht but frequont. The
Bripade units c-neentrated on pacificatiosn operations and rapid explore
atisn of intellirence on enemy locations end supply caches, Durine this
period the 3rd Battalisn minus at Phuse Vinh condected extensive platoon
gize operctions and nirht combat patrols desirned to disrupt enemy re-
sunply activitics and smell unit movement in the Fhuoe Vinh area. On 10
fw-ust, € Compmy 3rd Bettalion enpared an estimated Viet Coms platoon in
the viginity of the Ssnp Be Bridre, XT92L42, IAfter a brief but areressive
fire firht the enemy withdrew loaving 6 enemy killed. There were no U5
cesealties, On 1 fourust C Company onee asein emrared an estimoted enemy
=letoan south =f the Sonr Be Sridee, XT90L0, using orpanic wespons,
artillery and tectical air sunpirt, Arsressive and tenseious efforts to
sustain the fleeins enemy again resulted in & enemy killed and nsqative US
casuzlties, On 16 Jjupost the 1st Battalion conducted an airmobile move

tn &n area o7 wmeratisn apprpximetely 20 kilomcters north of Ty Ninh,

the lst firizade 25th Infantry Division,
‘F enemy build up in the srea, After

i.'-)"

506th Infantry were conducting operations irf ?ﬂﬂu Chi ares with B Company

cted gnemy threst subsided and the
Battelisn retumed to Area of Nfrgifhm STREY and 30 Brigede control.
Durines the noriad of 17=23 Anrmust gy % site incrceso in the use of mortar
and other indircet fire weapons was -;,-!-.-‘-_ ] e Cu Chi and Thuaoe
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AVDG-CA-E
STRJECT: Operotisonal Reps A ol ke
(Airmabile) for Period Bncinr 31 OCEINEr 19683 E ﬁj )

Tinh areas, The lst Dattalion speraticons were eoneoontrated on interdiction
of enemy myvercrit in the vicinity of and alonr Hichwey 64, XT6126. No
sirmificant onro-ements feveloped inspite »f lirht esntact sceuring almost
daily. ©On 21 Aurst, 4 Company, 2nd Haettelizn made contect with an estimated
gnemy platoon, The exchan~e of Pire wes brief snd resulted in 2 enemy
killed. There waore 2 US wounded and 1 dlled. Later the same day A
Company reestablishoed contact, YITLIF2LB, st 1323 hours, The enemy enzaped
with small armg, cubt-matic wespwms and R7G fire. A Compeny retuwned fire
with 211 orranic weapons suppeorted with artillery, lisht fire teams and
tactical 2ir. The contact was braken by the enemy at 1825 hours. Enemy
losses were 13 killed and 1 ecaptured. There were no US casunltica, On
22 hurust the Brirade recelved operationsl c-nirol of the 2Znd Battalion
1th Infantry, ¢ Company, 2nd Battelion, 27th Infantry and B Company, 3rd
Battalion, 22nd Infantry. In additizn, the Bricrdets Ares of Operatisn
was inereased ts include the Phu Cuonw, XTN013, and Ba Bep, XTTEL3, bridees,
and for prov'dine Ready Reaction Faree for the 25th Inmfantry Divisimn area
of operation from Sairsn t3 the Cambodiam border and south and west ~f the
Sai-om river. &Lt J1hO hours 22 Awrust the 1st Battalion Command post at
Fire Support Dase P , YT59221L, received six () 122mm rockets, sne (1)
TSmm recsillese rifle round and sme (1) 107mm rocket. Later the same
mirht Fire Suppoet Dasc TATTON received apprawimately 100 rounds of B2mm
mortar fire resultins in 3 US wounded) all wounded were cvacuated. The
final weoel: aof Lorust was charactorized by on incressc in enemy activity
throurhout the Ares »f Opersti-n. Om 27 Aurust the lst Battalion moved
by 0=123 4o Plne Winh and was replaced at Fire Sunport Base PATTON by
the 3d Rattzlion 107th Imfantry. Durine tids perinsd, Esrle Flirhts were
used extensively to l-cate the enemy. When located, the "Pile {m" tech-
nique was employed using tactical sir, artillery, and ground forces. Om
27 Marust, A Company 2nc Battalisn drew extremely hoavy small arms fire
while eanfuetins an Eorle Flicht 8 kil-moters north of Trang Bang. The
e-ontact emtimied far mare then tws hours desoite employment of artillery
and tacticel air., B, C, and N Componies of the 2Znd Battalion were then
inserted sn the west, east and south and a ti-ht eordsn was established
by 1800 hours, Darirg the nipht, the enemy attempted to bresk -ut of the
eordon supparted by mortar and RO fire. During these periads artillery
support and illuminoti-n were used, At first lirht 25 lurust, a slow
methodicel secrch of the area was conducted by ™ and D Compandes. There
were frequent contacts throurhout the day. The entire speretisn netted
105 epemy Ioilled ané 13 cartured, There were 15 U5 persomme’ killed and
20 wounded. A1l wounded were evacuated. fn analysis of the documents
captured indiested the enemy foree was an NVA Tattaliom of the 101st NVA
Rerimert, On 29 Jorvst at 23UE hours the 2nd Dattalion Command Post at
Fire Support Dase TEISHING, XITS125, reccived azproximately 30 rounds of
A2rmm morber fire resulting in 1L U5 wounded, & of whom were evacusted,
The first weck of September apain marked an increase of ensmy activity.
This resulted in a reesnfipuretisn =f forees with the cloging of Fire
Sunport Base PATTON end the construction of Fire Sum rt Base SHAFTER,
XT6525, by the 3d Dattalion on 3 September. Durin- this period the 2nd
Jettalion had thréc eompsnies employed securins Fire Support Base PERSHING,
and FMire Supnort Basc STUART on Highway 1A Jjust east of Tranc Bang. Thero=
fore, the Battalion relied heavily on Bagle Flichts apd almmobdle operatims
tn investirste intelli-ence reports and sctivity along evenues of approach
t= U8 and LRYM baso aroas. Numerous small contacts eccurred with the
contact of 5-% Sootomber beins the most significant, At 1226 hours on 5
Soptomber ? Compeny, while investiratines a Foi Chanh's report of 3 enemy
cempanies beins locoted in the vicinity of XTSL1Y made contact with an
estimsted encsy platson, Using the "Pile On" technique, B Company was
immediately reinfgreed with A and D Companies with lirht fire teans, '
artillery and air strikes used in support, L Trosp 3d Squadran Lith Cavalry,
A end C Compondies Znd Jattelizn 27th Infantry, 4 Company with elemenis of
D Company 3" Bettalion were later inserted to complote the cordmm of the
ghemy unit then estimated to he battalion strensth, The onemy employec
mortars, small erms, automatic weapons and EPCG fire, US units returnec
fire with 81l srrenie weapons and were susported by airstrikes, artillery,
1lirht fire teoms and "Spooky." The contact comtineed into the night in the
- ey arpiget varims points of the
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AVOG-CL-E 1,1 h Hm

SUBJECT: Operetional Mepart of the 3d Brirace 10lst &irborne Division
(Lirmatile) far Perisd Endime Y1 Oetober 1960, RCS CSFOR-£5 (R1)(T)

eardon. At eoproximetely 0230 hours the enemy mossed a humen wave atteck
supparted b mortar, small arms, automatic weesoons and REG fire acainst a
gmall szectsr of the cordsn held by L Companyr 3rd Battalion, [fter a short
vigious assault tho enemy succseded in pemetrating the cordon and a portiom
of the enemy force braoke sut while sufferin< hesvy losses. The cordon was
resealed and no sirmificant fire was received after OL30 hours. A search
af the ared was confucted ot Tirst lisht revesline LD enemy ikdlled, &
captured and 110 detoinecs. Reports from the comtact ocrea and inf-rmation
received from Drissners indicated that en additi®nel 100 cnemy were killed in
the crmbtact. On 7 Scptember 1520 hours © Company 3@ Battalion while eon-
ductins Basle Fli-ht operstions was inserted inb~ a "hot" L2 XTSE0266,

The initisl pletoon of © Compony was immediztoly reinforced with the re-
meinder »f € Compeny, B and U Compondes and the Reconnoissance platoon

as the csmtoct rapidly inereased and the enemy force was estimated bat-
talion gize with numer-us mortars, autematic and crew-served wespons and
FP3's, The 3¢ Batbtelion wes supparted by artillery, tactieal air, lirht
fire tocams and S»ocky. The enemy braoke cantact at 0030 houre § September,
but the Iricede sriillery and Tectical air suoport continued to pound the
e-ntact area and 21l evermes of withdrawel., .4 ssarch of the contact aren,
irts which 9920 artillery rounds and 17 airstrikes had been directed, re-
wealed 38 enemy killed and 2 pris-oners, There were 12 US personnal killed
and 20 wounded, On 11 Septesber F Company 5lst Lons Range Patrol was
=laced in diveet support of the Brirade and conducted operations alone

the Sai~sn river north and east of Cu Chi. Throusth the remainder of
September the Brisade Lree of Operation STREL” was modified %o include the
sentral sectisn between Trang Bane and Cu Chi and renamed Area of Uperation
MAE WEST, On 15 Septomber the lst Battalisn started Operation GOLDEN SWOLD
with the imitial elements moving to I Corps Tactical Zane, On 1l September
the 1st Infantry Division sssumed respansibllity for security sf Phuse
vinh Base and Son- Bo Bridre. On 16 September D Company 2nd Battalion
reccived amall arms and automatic weapons fire from an estimeted cnemy
plateon vieinity XT522lL, Contact was indtiated at 10LO hours and as D
Company eontinued to sustain the contact and the intensity of fire increascod
A Company woa inserted into a "Hot" LZ XT5322L9 at 1505 hours to reinforce,
The twe essmanics contirmmed the esntact sunported by artillery, airstrikes,
and lirht fire tesms until 1530 hours, when the then catimsted NVA Company
disbended int~ small elements and fled the battle zrea. L thorourh search
~f the ares roveslad 31 NVA kdlled, US lssgses were © killed and 7 woundac,
At 2310 hours on the evenine of 16-17 Septembor an ambush patrsl frowm D
Company 3¢ Fattalion reported sishtine an estimated 300 enemy moving sast
trn wost towerd Fire Support Base POPE. Artillery was immedistely directed
on the ememy element, At 2330 hours Fire Support Base POTE bersan recelvin~
an intense vilume of fire from 82mm mortars, 7°G, M7%, small arms and
gubomntic wespons,  As the Tire intensified, a rround attack by an egtimated
two enemy battalisns was Jirected at the Fire Support Tase. The 34
Rgttalion clements ond B Dattery 2nd Battaliomm 319th frtillery responded
with & fusillade »f small arms, mortars, cleymores smd artillery fire both
direct an! intireet in nature. A constant assauvlt by lizht fire tesms,
Spooky, and tacticel alr was directed amainst the enemy flanks and recr

and alons avenups of a-pragch and withdrawel around Fire Support Rase POFE.
Contact e-mtirmod@ until 0630 hears 17 September. Saturetisn patrols around
™re Supp-rt Tase DOTE on 17 Sentember revocsled 127 cnemy killed and l
srismers, On 2h Scptember the Brirade Headquarters and the Znd Battalion
returned to Phuse Vinh Base to prepare for deployment to T Corps Tactical
Zome. The 30 Jettalion and all elements under the sperational cintral of
bhe Pricaco were nlaced under the sperational csmtrol of the 25th Infantry
Division,

(2} Oseratisn GOLDEY SWORD (1 Sept - 2k nntj'
See Inclasure 3, After-iction Report. As the Pri~ade

units arvived in T Corps Tactical Zome, they were cssiimed security missions
and areas »f mcrotisn o the g-uthwest of hie, ond beran participatizn
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Upon arrivel t5 I Corpe Tactleal Zone, the 1st Brttalion
s0éth Infantry had been assipned security mlssions and areas of operation
to the southwest of Hue,  The battalion was still in this posture when the
Brigade Hesdquarters and the 2nd Battalien 506th closed Camp Eagle on 3
Ootaber, The 2nd Battalion 506th Infantry thenm relieved the lst Battalion
of their fire base security missimns, On 8 October, 4 Company lst Battalimn
digoerered forty (10) decomposed enemy bodies in @ stream bed vicinity
YD744073. The enemy personnel appeared to have been killed by artillery.
On 12 Octsber, the let Battalion began a bettalion sime combdned-operstion
with 4 B, C and D Companies and the Hoe Bao (Hlack Panthers) Co, lst
AR Div, conducting a resonnsissence-in-force from the north to the "Salad
Bowl", YD7303, After a weather delay of almost thirty hours, C Compamy
and the ARV Hoo Bas Company from Hue conducted air aoomillio ints the area
of cperation, C Co joined A, B and D Compemdes ocn a four axis reconnalss-
ance-in=force into the "Salad Bowl® gnd the Hoo Bzo Company established a
moving blocldnr force to the east, The battalion-size combined cperation
contirmed until 20 October with the alrmotdle extrectimm of the units from
the ares of operstien, Contact during the operstion contimued €2 be
speradic, There were a total of seven (7) caches discovered during the
operation, the most sipnificant discovered by B Company tn 15 Octobers,

4 bettalion sise base camp/hospital complex was logeted at parpalls -
Thére were twelve (12} SKSts, two (2) M=l carbines, two (2) EPDMs, two (2)
12.7mm machine rung, twe (2) STem Recoilless Rifles, one (1) 62mm mortar -
complete, tws (2) 60mm morters complete, ome (1) S0mm morter tube w/eight,
and g larce amount of small amms ammmition evacusted from the area.

In adfition taémbyecme (21) huts and twelve (12) underground bunkers

ware destroyed, On 23 Ostober the Reconnaissence Flaotoon of the lst
Battalion diseovered a mine (9) hut eomplex and large cache at YD75B05L
sonteining o (2) DiR's, thirty-nine E?} M-l carbines, one (1) M=3 care
bine, seven (7) SES's, five (5) bolt action rifles; ome (1) Thompson
submachine~fun, seventeen (17) Ehl Chicom carbines, three (3) E-~50 sube
machinerms, five (5) M-l rifles, and ene (1)°57Tmm Recolllsss Rifle,
which were evacusted, In addition the 9 huts, 6000 rounds 30 cal ammunit-
jon, six (&) 57mm RR rounds, and one (1) US claymore were destroyed, On
26 October, A Company,-lst Battalimm located a possible base camp consist-
ing of two (2) umkers, two {2) hute, and five (5) foxholes, The remains
of BO enemy who appeared to have besn dead from two to three months were
also discovered, The Brigade received a warning order on 26 Ochober to
prepare for movement to Camp Bves, northwest of Hue and assume security
of the installation on départure &f the 1lst Adr Cevalry MMwvision, The

34 Battalion begen movement by CH-L7 and overland convoy on 30 October,
Upon arrival’the Bottelion asesumed security of Fire Base MHG, »
HELEN YD5122, and MIGUEL ¥DLE20, The move is combtimuing as of the amél

of the reportins period, (Cumilotive results of the reporting periocdfs

operations are recorded in Inclosure 1), .

d. The orpanisatiomal structure to include attached units and
umits under operatiomal control of the 3d Brigade is abtached as Inclo-
ure 2. e ;

e Units of the Brigode, not perticipating in tacticsl cperations,
aocomplished quarterly training requiremsnt o a daily basis, Each battalion
conducted the quarterly treoining required by 10lst lirborne Division
Regnlation 350=1, dated 25 March 1958, during the period it was responsitile
for security for security of Phube Vinh Bese, In adfitim to the required
trainine, each company received instruction in employment of ¢lose support
weapma to inelnde artillery, light five teams and TiC Adr, Quarterly
Training included Code of Conduct, Safety, Mines and Dooby Traps, Small
Arms Famdliarizzti= Program, Lessons Learned, and Combat First Ald.

f, There was one mﬂjnf troop move cdurdinc the reporting pericd,
pata is contained in Operation GOLDEN SWORD After-Actimn Report, Inclo=
gure Ja
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2, (C) Section 2, lessons Learneds Commander!s Obscrvations, Bveluat-
ions and R?nummd!:‘t-im.

4

a, Persommel: HNone
ba otimas
(1) Cordm and Sesrch Operations.

{a) OBSERVATION = Corden and search osperations require
cloge and condinous command supervisisn and exéellent communications,
Trmediate artillery and sir response ie a miete

() EVALUATION - When several units are involved in a
seal-type operctimm, command and control becomes mare difficult, Jdr
assets sre exctramely importast snd mst be on station st all times during
the cperstimm. Unity of commnd is esgentiol and can be achieved mn a ‘
contiruous basis by rotating battalion eommanders ints the area of control,
ar by the Drirade headquarters asswung gomtrol of the operatimn,

(c) RECOMMENDATIONS - When seal cperatioms are eonducted
which require the utilisation of units from two or more orgenisatims and
when there are definite indicetions of enemy forces within the seal,
every effort should be made to destroy the enemy witldn the area by
the Pile On Tectnique using &11 available supporting weapms and tactiesl
gir, In additim, consbant aerizl surviellanocs, aerial commmicaticna
and control must be exercised in order to respond to any efford o the
part of the enemy to bresk the ssal.

(2) wWight Operatims

(a) OBSFRVATION - Maximum use of night sperations will
yield more enemy contact, -

(b) EVATUATION = The maximm use of night recomnalssance-
in=fores operatisns will result in more enemy contatt and will further
sonfuse the enemy @ that his plans must be chenged, The Brigade conducted’
mumerous suocessful sperations at nisht to include hamled eordon operstiomms,.
Night operatims further aid in pacificatiom and intelligence programs
sines notienals reclize that the enemy is no lonver free to operste in the
H‘I'EI, avan ok ﬂi,':ﬂitl ’

(¢) RECOMMENDATION - Recurmeissance-in-foree operations
ahould be confucted whemever possible during the hours of dorkness. One
sucoeaful mothod 4s to establish “fake® night iagatisns in the early after=
noon and move ot after dark,

(3) Combined Operetions

(a) OBSERVATION - Cambined foreee conduct more sucessful
cordmn speratimns,

(b) EVALUATION = The 3d Brigede has opereted extensively
with and without Vietnamese support in heavily populated areas. RF/FF,
¥atimal Folice, PROls or ARVH soldiers are more prane to notlee many
indicators Waiich American svldiers completely overlsok, Evem in cases
where enemy contact does not result, mere intelligence infyrmetion is
penerslly cained and subsequent pacification propyams in the arex are
more apt to ba successful, '

(c) RECOMMENDATION - Combined operstims in heavily
populated centers should be ‘eanducted whenever possibiles £

UNCiroonicd
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firmobile ) Tor Period Bmilng 31 PYAHENTS ,;gtca CSFOR-£5 (RL) (1)
Ce Trainine = Boobytraps. S/FZ&-
(1) OBSERVATIONS - There have been too many casus Das
a result of bwobytropa, a

(2) EVAIUATION = Exesssive booby trop casualties reflect
three thinrs: (1) A lack of training, (2) carelessness, (3) improper
movement. ' _

(3) RECOMMENDATIONS - After actism, spot-type reports should’
be submitted whenever possible within 2h hours of each booby trap incident.
These reporte should be utilised st all levels o»f command to orient new
troops,; re-oriemt other saldiers, and for use in the preparstion of classés
at verisus levels which should be presentad to units sn a recurrins basis,
Commanders speraotizng in areas kmown to be heavily mined and booby trapped
should be thoroushly oriented conceérning the arec and there should be
less emphasiz n speed of movement when there is no tactieal requirement,
commander 's and their soldiers mist e-nstantly be remindod of the faot thot
troops must not twmeh up, Scout Dogs should be trained to detect boolbytraps
and be employed in a detectin role, Suspicious areas should be checked
by engineor detection teams end/or by sne individual soldier, When indizens
ous personnel ate in the ares, they should be used as guides for US forces.
See Inclosure [, Combat Notes #i2, VO/MVA Mines & Dosby Trops.

¢y Intellizences None

e, Logisticar See After Actisn Report f=r operation GOLDEN SWICED,
Tnelosure 3,

fe izationst  None

fie - Otherst None .
3« (U) Sectim 3, Headquarters, Department of the Army Survey Information,

The 3d Brigade has negative input for the Department of Army
Survey concerning "Escape, Evasion and Survival,"

-"-: }
Nt ¥ m ALt 9‘
o . n.g .

Commuand ing
i Inclosures

1 =~ Cumilotive Results

2 = Organizatimal Structure

3 = After Action Report “GOLIEN SWORD™
h = 30 Brigede Combat Notes ‘#2

Distribebion: A (+)

& = 03; 25th Inf Div, APD 96225

4 - 0G, 10lst Abn Div (Lirmobdle) APO 96383
2 - CINCUSARPAC, ATTH: OFOP-DT, APO 96558
3 = 05, USARV, ATTN: AVHGC-DST, APO 96375
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QOPERAT ION

TOAN THANG, Phase II

R-65 (FL), dtd 15 Novem-

COLDEN SWORD to
REVADA EAGLE

NEVADA EuGLE-

Inclosure 1 (Cumulative Results) to Operational Report of 34 Brigade, 101st
(v)

Abn Div for period Ending 31 October 1948, RCS CSFO

ber 1968,

mww 2
NI
_E_?.._W m
3%
Bgy |
HER 2
g3t 1bs documents, 160,611 lbs <=

rice, 200 lbs tobacco, 1 sewing
machine, 3 Honda motorcycles,

iy bikes, 2 sampan pas engines,
3 water pumps, 118 AK magasines,
8 BAR magagines, 175 grenades,
87 HE rds, 4 mines, 3820 50 Cal
rds, 23 HPD drumse, 10 x 100 1b
bags cement, 2 Chicam radiocs,

1 82mm mortar sight, 30 lbs
explosives, 55 gals FOL, 12,000
lba E.Fu ME ”—..Uﬂ Huu._m.ﬂ.w.u.ﬂ
material, 1 vy machinegun
barrel, 1 AN/FhC 9 radio.

28] bunkers, &3 fexholes, 16
structuresa, 1 bridge, 3 tunnels,
185 HE rounds, 1 sampan, 90
meters trench, 300 rds 50 cal,
111 huta, 60 1bs explesives,
175mm RR pesition, 75ft Det Cord,
5 bags powder.




Tnelogure 2 (Organisati-nal Structurs) ts Operatimnel Report of 3d
de, 101lst Abn Ddv for Perlod Ending 31 October 1568, RCS CSFOR-55
{Hl%, dtd 15 November 1968, ()

¢ _UNITS ATT UNITS OPCOR UNITS DATE OPCON
HHC 3d Bde 196 2-319 Arty 387 2«llith Inf 22 Aug=2ly Sep
1-506th Inf 782 326th Bngr 136 C 2«27th Inf 22 Aug=2ly Sep
2-5056th Inf @_ SOlst 84z L0 B 3=22th Inf 22 pug-2l; Sep
3=18Tth Inf 023 326th Med 69 F Co 5lst LRP 11 Sep~2l Sep
101st MP 2
265th RAL
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Inclosure b (3D Brigsde Combat Notee #2) to operatismal Report of
iD Brigede, I01st 4Lbn Div for perdiod Ending 31 October 1968, ROS CSPOR-A5
(RT), dtd 15 November 1968, (U)

DEFARTMENT OF THE ARMY .
Headquarters 3d Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division (Alrmobdle)
APQ San Franeises 95383

AVDO-CA-E 3 Nevember 1968
SUBJECT: Combat Notes #2

SEE DISTRIBUTION

VC/NVA MINES & BOOBY TRAPS

1, ‘Once again we will be faced with an old VO/NVA tactic in our new ares,
i,8; mines and booshy traps,  In this respect, an old adage is appropriate
"to be forwarned 15 to be forearmed,” We do not hove %o sustain éapualties
from these teotica, The alart trooper will be able to avedd them, Idsted
belww are some measures which may be emploied to counter intense satoration
of a given area with mines ard bocby traps,

as If the area is clear of eivilisns use artillery preparations prior
to ant.nring a suspected mined or boohy trapped area,

be If civilims are available, hold a meeting in the center of the
wvillape, The allied troops shduld cordon the villare and observe the
villapers entéring the hamlets, Then follow the villagers into the center
af the hamlet, "&bt this point explain to them the policles indicated in
para "c", below, Also, offers of rewards, such as, medical care, captured
rice, clothing, &tc, may be mede if mines and booby traps are pointed out
by the villarers,

s If'villase is occupled and contimuous mining and booby traps ere
encountered, warm villagers that friendly forees mist be shown where all
mines and bosty trops are located, (They know because the VO/NVA normally
warn them 2 preclude antagonizing the locsl populace), Advise the villagers
that if friendly forces sustain any casuslties and the forces were not
warned, the village will be evacusted and destroyed,

d, Use ecivilisn volunteers or village leaders to guide the way through
the village and its adjoining fielda,

a, Use ﬂuﬂﬂ'ﬂ ﬂﬂiﬂlﬂ, Bafs Water h'l.'l.ffﬂlﬂ-ﬂ!, to olear pdthﬂ through
suspected areas, Col

fo Ufe information from PW's captured in the area in which the unit
is working, Typical questions that should bhe asked - How, whet methods
used, and whers are booby #raps normally empliced? What markers are used
to warn local people of mines ahd booby traps?

ge Use prappling hocks or artillery fuse plugs tied o nylen cord or

light rope to detonate booby trgps which may be emplaced in ymr axis of
advanoa, <,

he Use long (5-10 £1) ¥ bamboo pules to sweep the ares,
The pole will bend or flex if qr-rireﬁrﬂ.nﬂh
: '

i, The Regimal and Populsr forces

areas and can provide a preat deal of as t’édﬂhcﬁimﬂfﬂmm
and booby traps. £/
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2, The use of sach methad indicsted above depends o the tactical

glituatimng hwwar,mmmtburinnﬂ.nﬂﬂmtthahutdatwhwwahnw
for boshy traps in an alert trooper.

3. T expect commanders to do everythihg-in thedr power to minfmize
cagualtiss caused by this relatively cheap tactic of the enemy.

L3

Colenel, Infentery
Commanding
Distributions A4
ni TRUE 'IIE"I“
L’d‘.rm jlaet ” *'—‘1?’4—“‘3
DOMINIC W HIGGEICI
Major,
Ad jutant
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