3™ Brigade 101* Airborne Division (Ambl)
Operational Report — Lessons Learned

For period ending- 30 April 1970
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# The 34 Pde aoccomplished ooordinated and oombined cperations in —_
ase 403 conducted extensive operations in the pledmont reglons to oS

looate, Interdict and destroy enemy forces in order to provide .
peourity for the population; conducted pacification operationsg in PHONG DIEN

snd HUONG DIEN districte to train and up-grade territorial forces and sliminate
the VOLF/VCIy ¢n order, conducted extensive patrolling and gurveillance and '
quisk remction, limited operations within drigais patrol and survelllanep -
gonesy oméuoted quick : 1imited objective operatiomg into m gt 7
QIANG TRT provinoe in response to hard intelligence or to reinforce LOC
Special Foroes OCapmp,

(1) The 1st Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf operated in the lowlands and
meurtaing south of Camp Evang between 1 Febrmuary and 25 February 1970. During
this pericd two (?2) companies were employed in ambush operations in the
lowlands, while the other two (2) companies were employed in patrol and
surveillance operations in the mountaing in the southern portiom of the AO.
From ag'rn'l:umarar until the end of the reporting pericd, the battalion occupled
cne (1), otcasionally two (2) firébases and conducted patrol and surveillance
operations, The lowlands were turmed over to other imite and the battalion
began to operate further south into the mowntaing as the meporiing periocd
progresseld, FSB's MOONEY, GRANITE and RAXKABIN were oocupied successively as .
ppergtions procseded to the gouth and the reporting period culminated with
a twe {2) company operation south of the RAQ TRANG river, vicinity FSB MATHEEN
(¥D428121) commencing cn 25 Aprdl 1970,
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Headquarters 3rd Bde, 101st Atn Div (Ambl) for period
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FSB MOOKEY was oocupled on 25 Fepruary by D Company and remained open
until 15 Meech, FEB GRANITE MWEUWmHHSﬂiﬂrMﬂ
%8 March, On 20 March at 0210H, FPSB GRANITE received a sapper -
attack from an estimated company sige element which resulted in 18 NVA KEIA,
oocupied the fire base until 10 April. On 10 April, D Company assumed the
ecngtruction and security for the firebase for the remaipder of

[

the

(2} During the period 1 Feb 70 thru 31 Mar 70, the 24 Bn Ambl),
506th Inf contimed participation in the 3d Bde operation, GLEN, The
Dattalion operated in the pledmont and mountaine To the west of Camp Evans,
Three (3) mansuver oompanies and he Recon Flatoon conideted patrol :and

and SRRP operations in assigned A0 with ome rifie’ company

located at JACE (1 Peb to 17 Mar T0), During the perloed 1=30 Apr 70, the
24 Bn {Ambl), 506th Inf participated in the 34 Bde operation, TEXAS STAR, The
battalion operated jolintly with the 2d and 4th Bn of the 1gt AEVE Eegt in
A0 PEIR, vicinity FSB RIPCGRD, Froom 4-11 Apr 70 ile battalien TOC -
was located at FSB GLADIAT(R, From 11=30 Apr 70 one rifle o and the -
battalion forward POC wewe located on FSH RIPCORD with three (3) rifle
companies and the recon platoon operating in the battalion AD,

(3) Frem 1 Febtruary 70 to 31 March 70 the 34 Bn (Ambl), 187th Inf
condmoted: offensive oporations and assisted GVN agencies with meification
efforts in assigmel AO; conducted advimory trairing and lialson missions with
GVN forces; conducted combined bperations %o demy the enemy access %0
population and resources in AC with emphasis on regettlemenit area; - ecordinated
the entire effert of all US and GVE forces in the AQ ilirough OPCON, integrat-

:-n;nnffnrc-an, and clope coordination of independent unit operaticns In aseigne=
pd AD,

¥

2, (C) Bection TI, Legscns Iearmed: Commander's Observations, Evaluations
snd Recommendationas s -

& Personnels
(1) Pexpemel Rotation, SR L 5
o 2;] EMEI--LM'#@&W#MMNEMM
the last two weaks of ah-mth;gdmtthammﬂ;_ﬂﬁpﬂ, _
(b) Evalusticns A high mumber of enlisted permonnel received
wum dates, sllowing them to DEROS earlier than had beéen '

Plamnad,
rotation of persormel interrupted the smocth flow of operaticne.
This was particnlarly noted in raln'l:d.m_.tﬂ HCO status.

Y M: Tt 18 felt that the infusion programn
initiated by Div March B
problem, _ ;
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Headouarters 3d Bde, 101st Abn Div {Achl
ending 30 April 70, BRCS = (R2)

(2) ¢ tiegt |
(a) tiont The 34 Bde experienced a high rumber of
combat cesualties %'m'?ﬁmt aix (6) weeks of the reporting period,

(b) Evalustion: The high number of combat casualties, during
the latter part Teporting period, had an adverse effect on the tattale
ion's capability to maintain alequate Mfoxhole™ sirength in line companiea.
The basic problen stems from the meny wounded perscnmel who have been’ returned
froo hospitals after treatment, yet have net sufficiently rectperated, to De
returned to duty in thé forward aress of the AO, These persomel are counted
againgt the units sesigned strength and effect the lowering of "foxhole”
gtrength due to their incapacitation,

{c) Wﬁ persormel in the aforementioned
category be transl a holding detachment so that replacements
nay be obtained,

{_"5} leeﬂt for duty Ay -'-.=_. through Reenligtmer _
(a) Obsexvation: This brigade has highly accelerated its

reenlistoent program re in a large mumber of perscrmel not pregent
for duty due to reenlistment (30 day)leaves.

‘(b) Eeocommoenint . “This hesdfuarters recormended to Division
Headquarters, that personnel in aforementioned categery be reaseigned to
the gaining unit upen reenlistment to alleviate the assignment of replacements.
The recccmendation was approved and is being accomplighed,

b. Intelligence: Nona,
c. Operstions: |

(1) Uee of Boout Doggs

(s) n‘gﬂﬁ' On 31 Mar 70, s platocn of B/2-506 Inf was on
patrol in the Bn AQ, platoon was breaking trail and not walkdng on an
alrandruiathuma.hmmtﬂngmdhmﬂnumatwtqthphtm

(b) Evalustion: Because the platoon was breeking trail, the
dog was not walking point, but was walking third in the formation, The platoon
wvaeg engaged by an estimated enemy squad from aprroxirately 5-T metars, and
the dog did not react to the presence of the enemy.

(¢) Recommendation: The inability of the dog to break trail did
not enable him to De used in the mogt effective way, that of walking point,
Wet weather conditions also decreased the dog'e sbility to detect’ the enemy,
The combination of working in mountain aress, in thick underbrush, and during
mongoon weather hag made the use of the scout dog generally uneatisfactory.
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(2) Txagker Dog Support:

; (a) nhn$itﬁs Regponaiveness of tracker dog suppart was no¥
always in. time to v in sgalsting in the location of the enemy,

(v) wationt The requirement for tracker dog support ocours
both day and night, Response time for the employment of a tracker dog team is
especially crifical in the lowlands sincé the trail may be destroyed following
a night contact by innocent eivillans moving from hamlet arems to work sitea,
Tracker teams mist, thereforey have the capability of being employed with a
minimm reaction time, ' _

%

{¢) Regomne: 1 Tracker dog teams chould be on a 24 hr
bamis, In additiom, '+ gagete aleo be on call on & 24 Hr basls in
order to deplay tracker dog teams in an cbjective’ srea. The requesting unit
mzt maintain the capability for marking landing sones both day and night
for insertion of tracker dog teanms,

(3) 12 Consbruc 3

(a) Observation: To complete the Divieion requirimmt for
maximom mumber of T&'s constructed within thé area of operstion, the 24 Bn
(Amb1), S06th Inf employed the use of two mem L& cutting teams which rappel
inte! en area to out sm 1%, Military dynamite and THT are not practival in the
field becsume they carmot take the atuse of the fiegld and weather conditions
they crumble and become uwmesable within a ghert period. 12 kits, omeigting
of axes and crose-cOt sora, are being dropped into units to txy to reduce the
noise of chain saws, and as g backe-up when chain saws are: in ohintensnge.

(v) The 1& cutting tean's equipment includes chain
mm&mm@dmlivuntu'mt.mahipm.mnrﬂl-phtmm
the ares and helps in the construction of the IG.

(e) tich: Recommend that Ce4 and det ocoxd be made
nore readily maila a;lﬂumitumldﬁmﬁm‘mmshamﬂtmtn
congtroct an IZ, and would not hove to waste time walting for an IZ cutting
team to arrive. At o minimm, the ground unit conld start the IZ and prepare
an area for & safer rappel. . '

(4) Employment of ARA in Canopys _
(a) Siops On 8 Ape 70, the 34 Platoon of D Company,
2d Bn (Azbl), Eﬂﬁt%ﬁamplwd -.I'E.uli:"ll!ai;nni:nmnp-uﬁ& mmlnmﬁ:l.ént

The emoke ghifted under the jungle candpy snd s friendly fire incidentd
pocurred resulting in 12 U5 césualtics. -

(b) BEvel ﬂ.-mm-mmftmll’ﬂ'fwmhh'mﬂth
friendly looation, Smoke was enployed; but before the emcke roge through the
mmmhnmmﬂwmw.-mmmm-mmmm
Mhunmmmmmrmafmmufthm.nrmmtum:

platoon because the mmwmmwmmw
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{a) o tion: Ome way to alleviate this problem is the
uge of M-T9 =moke ters, The round ig fired through the cancpy and &
perachite type device catches on the canory, thne the pooke is elitted above
the cancpy marking the friendly Iocation more accurately, This is being uged
e an experimental basis within the Battalicm, Much care should be taken on
the Airection of the wind when employing smoke to mark locations.

(5) Internal Subsecter Commmicmtign:

(a) tichi Coscmnications between gubgector and the
hamlets i8 not on & hr tasls.

(b) Evalustion: Regardless of the civil or military situstion’
at subsector level, comrunication .is the key to positive contrcl. Population,
regdireeg control and grotoction remuire that the subsector mainkaing the
capability for commmicating with villages end hamlete on a 24 hr tasis. The
absence of pogitive commanicetions within the gubgector will allow the enemy
+o cpergte at will, to exert hig influence on the population and rescurces
of a subsector, Piecemeal information referred to the gubsector bty an cutslde
gource will cmuse the subgector to over or under react, '

{c) Recomugndntion:  Command emphasis, at all levels by US
commanders and advizers, should be placed on the Vietnamese in an effert 1o
estrioigh & positive commmicatione syetch with the subsector, It 1s only
after pozitive commanicabicns heve been establighed that the stbsector will
be capable of providing the regquired yrotection for population and resources
within the subsector. .

(6) Yietnamees Chain of Comnend,

Q];g_g;:,:g,ﬁ%gg: ' Tha Vietmamese will not respond to commands
from U8 forces, since the Vieinesese commander is indoctrirated to met only
on order from his next immediete commander, Local initiative is not enoouraged,

(b) Ivaluationi’' The Vietnamese chain of command mgt be |
thoraughly wndergtood and exercised by UB forces if any degree of mucceas is
to be achieved in am‘pluyins-“'ﬂ'_j.ﬂni?:qna- forces in combat operaticne,

(¢) Recommendationt In order to elicit effective performance
from Vietnaness foroes, orders mst come down through their chain’of conmand.
For Regional Forces, the otder should originate frem sector level, andy in
the case of Popular Forvces, the order should eriginate from the sub=pector
level, This action iz rogidred to ineure that RF and TF units conduot .
operations which are neccssary for the succeseful accomplisiment of thedr
ﬂl—'l-tm migsichs,
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SUBJECT: Operational Heports - lepsong Leaimed
Headguarters 34 Bde, 101st Abn Div Sthzj for perdod
ending 30 Apr 70, ROS for 65 = (R2

(1) Sniper teans:

(a) Observatione: During the reporting period it wes noted
that there were difficalties in the schefuling of perdodic sniper team
re=geroing and technical inspections of sniper team equipment,

(b) mmz 411 mniper teams were compolidated mnd
assismed %o Co B of ¢ regpective tattalion, This enablesg the mipers to
be controlled and employed more affectively by the battalion cermonder,
Pariodic re<seroing mnd technical inepections can be plammed, and by placing
all of the enipers vnder one commender (within the battalions), better
cmtrol is attained,

() ¢ That all sniper tetms be placed under
one comand at battalion level,
es Training: HNone.
f. Losigtios;

(1) M&ﬁaﬂ _ . -

t Rmrp:l: ﬂmﬂ:nfmuﬂmawuﬂﬂlw
repapply to bo acoomplished faster with fewer ti:-p:uft hmru

() Prsustian: T vas foumd thet conducting resupply from -
Camp Evans required iﬂlﬁ"#ﬂﬂﬂhﬂ‘-ﬂlﬁl‘ﬁﬂ?ﬂ’ﬂhiﬂﬂ.?ﬂiﬁ.hf
heurg allotted bllﬂn tine, this meant that only ning {9) resupply sortics

Mhmﬂamdﬂ.ﬂhhﬁ:ﬁm:eﬂnmiﬁwtﬂrawm{ﬂ

sorties when refusling time ia conpidered,

(e) E:;m?mg%ml Mrﬁmpplrurbuiu itens mnhﬂ
Iwﬂ.m’mﬂmﬂmﬂm mde from the Tirebage, One UH-4] sortle per

day should be flown from the base camp to the firebase to maintain the
neceasary level of supplies at the forward resupply point, The blade time
i

fnrthalnﬂ'halimﬂeruhmldhtnm;utaﬂﬂ:mihitimﬂml hi#licopter
until it is released, rather than from take off at the base camp
until it slmbs down at the base camp upon completion of ite mission,
8« Cogmunications: .
(1) Eotablighpent of sdditional commmnicationgs
() £ During this reporting pericd the 34 Bde had
for the mopt part four En'e to.ite Area of Uperation., Tt was hecessary

to establish additional cocmmmisations with the maneuver ‘blttﬂj.mu.

(b) Evalustion: With this morber of naneuver battalions CPOON .
to the trigade, Opus aml Intal secure net became overloaded,
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(e) |  Recommend that the Brigade install another
Brigade secure net ecure _wi_'l.'-h all Bns.

(2) Diilisation of K¥-28'g,

(a) CObservations Problems were sxperienced when the Battalions
did not utilime the KY-28 mecure ﬂq:n:l‘.;mmi in¢&C n;h‘:c:if‘_h

(b) Evaluation: Coordination is required to stimalate the
Battalion commmicationes personnel and the Battalion Commemders to use thair

pecure equirment on the Bn Cmd/Secure net; this way they are able to commni-
mhﬂﬂ;tha!damw“mram ..

(¢) Recomman: Recoumend that all rr-sa'. be hand-recsipted
tuth&EEﬂnmminﬂ.imaa s This gection is then responsible for
ingtalling and insuring that the awipm't- im upurltiunll prior to dispatch-
ing the aircraft to the Battalion. _

{3)

. {..] Obeervation: Froblems were experienced in egfablishing
and maintaining specure teletype nets for Admin/Log um;lut:l.mu ot FSB'e.

(t) Evelustions Coerdination is required between B0Ygt Maint Bo
mhmmhwwmniumruulmmtuﬂm
radic pet AM/NSC=2 are valid and received in a relatively short period of
time; that experisnced maintenance parnmal are avallable to provide a contact
team to the Pde as noeded, - -

(¢) Re tient: That a maintenance combact team include
a radio repairman, teletype repairman,  crypto :.'a:pi.{mm and a yheeled vehicle
mechanic that has a M=151 Jeep electrical background; tha Diviaion be
with the latest teletype secure equipment such as the AN/GRC-142 to replace
the AN/VSC=2 (with only cne AN/VSC-? muthorised to each Bn, it is necessaxy
+0 eptablish the same float oriteris as Avionios radio equipment which is
20% of autherised TOAE equipment),

(4) Delay of Communications.

(a) w T+ has been noted thet commnications are
delayed and not of best quality at some FSB's,

(b) Evalumtion: That anteirias are not located at thuhig:alt
points of the FSB and not located ¢lose to tha commend posty that the
Mﬂdtmmlﬂuummu he moet have immodiste and

relighle commmications,

(¢) BRecopmendeticnt Reocommsnd that the highept point possible -
be utilined for locating snternasj that the best location be provided for fha
ocomminications sattion and once established, thet it no
as there are good, relisble commmiocations,

-
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(5) Eadig teletype capability:
{a) + RTF commmicaticns capability is necessary

to pass lengthy written reports from battalion to brigade when the bettalion
™00 is located on the firebase,

(b) Evaluation: Tranemitting lengthy, recurring reports such
ag the daily plans gummary by secure radic is unsatisfactory., The possibility
of error is too great and the length of time required is excessives

{ec) £ A BTT net with secure capability should
be established between ba and brigade TOC'a,
h, Material: None,
i. 0Other: Giﬂgﬂgamﬁ Opera tiong.
(1) X A Froadosetss
(=) + Night aerial brosdcaste camot be heard on
the ground when the : is guided by redar In mountainous regims.
(v) tion: When the airoraft flying an aerial broadcast
mission over moun s reglone is guided by radar, it is often necessary

to fly st such heights, becauge of high terrain, that the hrosdcast carmott
be heard on the ground. '

(e) W: “Thet night aerisl broadcaste in mountainous
reglans be conduoted’ on nighte when it ig light enocugh %o see reference -
pointe on the gnound, or only in places where the terrain will permdt the
aircraft to be guided on radar at a safficiently low altitude (1000 ft sbove
the level of the ground) for broadcasting,

(2) Civic Actions

(a) Ob tions US unite involved in oivio action/pacification
have a tendsncy to impatient with the Vietnamese because of the epesd
at vhich they mccomplish a project/program.

(v) - ient The dieplay of impgtience on the mart of gn
assisting U8 wnit, ¥ in & lose of rapport by the US unit accomplishing
the programfproject for the Vietnamese,

(e) w; That the US muppirt of civie mction/ -
pacification eff B to give long lasting results. All U8 elfforts
mgt be oriented to supplement and further enhance the sxisting Vietnamese

rather then initiatdoe ney progranss U9 endaswors mest poovide the
teciniocal kmowledge in the form of training and sexrve as a motivating force
for the Vietnamage people to becone self=-gufficient, The US unit most alweys
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be guard againet tience ﬁuwlmtmmml actaally '
d.n!::: the job for tumrmm:a. thorety resulting in a loss of effectiveness
of ths rogran/project.

elae) C, JA?W ,91.
2 Inol 4.?;.: ERADLEY [
1. Task Organimation COL Irnfantry
2, BRopter of Eey Fersormel Comnanding
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ROSTER OF KEY FERSONNEL

Bde CO:
006 Williem J, Bradley

Bdas DCO:
LTC Hugh C. Holk
ITC Peter G, Flendng

Ede 03 '
LTC Otis W, Livmg-tm -

ITC Jules 0., Trepagnier, Jr.

a. 00, 1=506 Inf:
I7¢ David B, Plmey
Iﬂﬂﬁuﬁh c- Hﬂlt

’ﬂ.. ﬂﬂ,E-ﬁﬂEIni‘t
ITC Howard G, Crowell
ITC Andre C. Lucas

o.. 00, 3=187 Infi

d-l m! 2‘319 l-ﬂﬁ"t
ITC Robext D, Hammond
ITC Williom A, Welker

gs 00, 1=901 Inf:
ITC William B, Middlemag

f.. 'ﬂﬂ. m Inf:

L R gEar— ]
—y - -

i vt o UNELRSIFIED

ending 30 Apr T0, RCS for 65

1 Feb = Present

1 Fab = 1 Mar TO
1 Mar = Fregent

1 Feb = 17 Apr TO
2 Apr = Prepent

41 Feb - 2 Maxr TO
2 Maxy = Pregoent

1 Feb = 4 Maxr TO
4 Mar = Frepent

1 Feb = Present
i Feb = 25 A 70
25 Apr - Prepent

1 Fab ~ Pregent

1 Peb = 1B Apz TO
1EA;E-M

8 Apr = 12 Apr TO

18 Mar = 1 Agr
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TASE CRGANIZATION IURING THE REPORT FPERIOD

HY 3rd Pde 101et Atn Diy (Ambl)

HEC 3rd Bde 101st Abn Div (Acbl)
1gt n (Ambl); 506th Inf (OPCON st Bde 50 Apr= )
2nd Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf - :

3rd Bn Amhl;1ﬂthﬁrim1ndﬁﬂn1-5buprm}
st Bn (Ambl), 327th Inf (18 Mix-1 Ape 70)

2nd Bn (AmEl), 5018t Inf 1 Apr=19 Apr 70)

2nd Bn

Ambl), 50gnd Inf (=) (1% Apr=1% Apr T0)

A Co,2d En (Ambl), 50203 Inf (6 Ape=12 Apr TO)

D Co,1at Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf (30 Apr - -

34 Bde Recon and Security Flat (0PCON IXIV Corpe Hgs
. © (3 Apr = 30 T0)

znd Bn (Ambl), 319th Arty (DS

B/326th Engr )p8)

D1st Sig Bn (18)
Oo C/1%8th AEB (D8)
TACP, 20th-TASS-* -
34th PI.Det-(Pield Sexrvice)
Cbt Weebther Temm

Eth Weathior Det
Af2=11 Axty (GER 2-319) _
0/4~77-ARA (GSR 2-319)
AJ1=39 Arty (GER 101 Div Arty)
Cf2=94 Arty (G8 XXIV Corpe)

58th Inf P1t (Sct Ilng}
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