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1, gSecticr operations: Significant Actiwvities e
&, The Third Brigade received a warning ordgr on 26 October 1168
to prepare for movement to Camp Evans, northwestf of Hue and assume security

of the instellation on the departure of the- lst [Cavalry Divisien, dirmebile,
The 3d Bn 187 Tnf began the movement imto the new A0 by CH-47 and cverland
convoy on 30 October, The 3d Battallion, 187 Inf comenced the reparting
period with its movement from Camp Engle YDET15 to Camp Evans Y0532,

end the assumption of these three missiens: (1) Conetruction and security
of the Fire Dases Miguel at YDL85205, Long at ¥YD571216, and Helen at
TD517219; (2) Security of a portien of the Camp Evans perimeter; and (3)
the conduct of reconnaissance in force operaticns to deny enemy access

to Base Arsa 114, and the contimuous surveillance of the Rocket Belt and
the Seng Bo River, At O11£30H Nov the last elemente of the Battalion
closed Camp Evans by convoy.

Plans were initisted to cempletely rebuild the bases, and in the case of
F& Miguel which was considered tactisally untenable was it relcoceted. -Dong
Cung Cap mountsain vie YDLS0198 was selected es the slte far the new fire
base.to be named Fire Base Rekkasan, FB Miguel would resaln occupied
until the new fire base was coupleted,

On the night of 1 Nov, FB Long was lightly probed, with the OF receiving

one enemy hand grenade, The subsequemb .search of the contact area produced |
no findinge, There were no US casualtles in this incldent, The first N
casnalty of the reporting period occurred on 3 Nov when cne man of A=3=187

was wounded by sniper fire in vicinity YD569199, Despite the use of ",
blocking mortar and artillery firee, the snlper was not located during

A Compeny's search of the area, Klements of the battalion conducting

LIF operetions in the new AQ found meny abandened bunkers and installaticns

left by the NVA/VC after the TET Offensive of 1968; but contact with ~
the enenyy was light and almoet nonexistent, This was to prove te be -
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characteristic of most of this reporting perlod - &n eneny
kis materinls, refitting end retreining his units
and avdiding conmtact with US Forces at all costs,

The Third Brigade CF moved from Camp Eagle to Camp Evans by CH-47 at
0116508 together with C Co 2-506 Inf. The Brigade (P became operational
at 021200H, with the 3-5 Cav becoming OFCON effective at this time,
C—2-506 was made OPOON te 3=% Cav., 1=506 Inf moved to Camp Bvans on 3
Nov and assumed the security mission of Camp Evans, 2-506 Inf Bn Jump CF
moved by CH-7 to Camp Kvans 061630H, with elements of the advance party "
securing Fire Bases Jack YD4 96288 and Jeanie YD5543%. Onm the following i
day elements of 2-506 moved by CH-47 and commenced operations in their

assigned AQ,

Offensive cperations were charecterized by multiple reconnaissance—in-

force operations, small unit patrels and extensive night ambushes, Defansive
afforts were directed toward the construction and improvement of Fire

Beses and the Camn Evans perimeter. Fnegy contact wee axtremely light .
during November with enemy pe:somnel moving only in small groups, mostly
during periods of reduced visibility., Mich of this movement was detected
br radar and fired upon by artillery with imuediate results genarally
being negative or unknown, Fatrols were to later find NVA/VE recently
buried who had been killed by artillery shrapnel.

Tha 1-506 In{ initielly secured Camp Svane perimeter and the iumediste
surrounding ares, Operaticns in their AD wers oftsn combined in nature
usually consisting of & PF Flatoon and 12 WPFF collabersting in combined
search and cleer or multiple plstcon recammaissance-in-force operations,
Kit Carson Seouts habitually accempanied these maneuver elemsnts, The
2506 Inf mode their first contact with the enemy in their AD when at
O91015H wic ¥D562246, B Co engagéd 3 VO with small arms. The enemy
withdrew without returning fire. The 2-506 was continually plagued *«..‘_
with extensive enemy mining and booby-trap activities in the scuthern

portion of their battalion AD. ¥any of the booby-trap technigues

encountered were cosmon throughout EVN but some innovatione demanded the
development of counter-tschnigues and extra precautions on the part

of the meneuver slements, During the peried 19 Nov - 19 Jan 3d Bde

element® sustained L KHA, 24 WHA and 2 NPFF WHi in an area 5ku x ZHn,

Extensive bochby-trapping has caused this Brigade to initiate Rowe Plow

operations with Inf or Cav providing security for the engineers in this

area, -

The srrivel of Brigade elsments into the new are: of operations coineided
with the DEROS cycle which mede it an acute necessity to conduct extanaive
training programs while becoming conditloned to the requirements of

encmy tacties in different terrein as diverse as the mourtaing with triple -
canopied jungle, to the rolling hills and piedmont, and the marshy sand
arsss bordering the South Chine Sea, '
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During November enemy initisted ceonmtacts in the mountains were generally
minor probing actions against night defensive positions or the exchange
of small arms fire in meeting engagements followed by immediate withdrewal.
In the ®"plains area®™ in addition to beoby trdpl¥e - i

used indirect fires in brief “standoff™ harasge
B2mm mortar and KFG firea, At 110025H Camp Tvad 1
unknown type. Phong Dien District Headquarters (YD529345), at the same
time received KF0=2 fires, Counter mortar/rocket fires were returnad
with unknown results., On 301000H Nov D-2-506 sighted 5~6 persomnel
entering their laet NDF, Shortly afterwards at 1010H they observed 2230
enemy with weapons and stesl halmets at same locsticn. The enexy was
sngaged with artilllery fires and the area subsequantly ssarched with
nagative resulta, -

On the night of & December at 2050H the lst platoon of C Co 3-187
armbushed a sampan killing all four occupante end cepturing 2 AKLT's and
other miscellaneous clothing end equipment, The platoon had been
conducting reconnaissance in forcs and ambush operatlons along that
portion of the Song Eo River for thres days. It had been thought

for scme time that the Viet Cong were usirg the river for mowemerdt

bw eampan; however, this incident indicated that in asctuality the

gnemy wera. moving along the Song Bo by foot” and using only to
cross the river, During the period 27

their security missions amd operaticns in _

Incressed Training Program, On 7 Dec in vleinity YIMALTIZ6, i=1=506
spotted 25-30 armed Viet Cong dressed in

arms fire, the enesy initiated evasive actien in 4-5 man groups

though engsged by artillery fires and aerial rocket artillery, the
aubsequent sweep of the ares of contact produced negative results,

The sbove mentionsd were the largest enemy sightings during this report ing
period. -
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Company A~3=18Y, while operat in the western portion of the battalion

AQ apzhd and ;n.pgad ;P;Emﬁsj.ng West with negative results, In the
tinl encounter, the company sustained ome WHh. A Forward Air Comtroller

surporting during the contact cbeerved several bunkers vieinity

YDL55185 end directed an air strike into the area. The strike produced

secondary fires and a secondary explosion sending flames 800 meters high.

in irmediste reconnaissance of the target area produced 1 AFAT apd 1

document, On the following day the company continued their search

and ascertained that the secondary explosion was csused by TNT which

caused the bunkers to collapse and exposed miscellaneeus items of

clothing, mess gear and medical supplies. &t 1245H they were angaged

heragsingly by AKLT fires at the locaticn of the cache with the eneny

withdrewing before mansuver could be effected. The subsequent search

of the area revealsd & freshly dug turmel in which they found three

duffel bags of new charcoal grey NVA uniforms wrspped in plastic, and

& corzunicaticns hunker containing coamo wire, batteries, medical

supplies, gas masks, and offest printing nl.t.u'nnt’ Additional Alr
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Strikes in the area resulted in ancther secondary esxplosion., The

following day, the search of the sscond strike area discovered ten
rifles and four sub-machine guns in the cache area., The cache alse
included several reels of V{ propaganda f :

ard several hand-held elactric speakers,
contacts in the cache ares with 2-3 VO wi
4 rockets fired frem viecinity YDLO!5 were aimed at FB H: . .
became the Battallon Headquarters forward bese on 1=2 Dec. The round hit 0
between FB MICUEL and RaNEKASAN cavsing no damage or injury.

During the period & Nov — 16 Dec, Co 4 2-506 Inf conducted search and K
clear and recormaissance in force operations in the "Street Without
Joy" area OPCON to 3-5 Cav, The Co dramatically demonstrated the impact
of staying power on o given.aree over an extended perdiod of time, The
Company &t timea operated with Cavalry elemenmt® and &t other times in
combined operations with KF/PF elenente. During the first days in the
ares they were almoet oonstintly herassed by indirect fires in stopdoff
attacks and bochys=trap attempts,  Hone of these deterred their contimied
ef forta to thoroughly search and dominate the area. During the period
the Company killed 7 VO, captured 2 VC (WIi), and apprehended 18
dstainess who were later classified as civil defendants. Six males
among these admitted to being VO recruits awaiting trensportation to
the mountaings for treining, The Company alse captured 2 individual
weapons, L0000 rds 34 amuo, 10,000 1bs of rice, over 4 1lbs of documents,
and six M-26 premades, Numerous bocby-traps and bunkers were detected
and destroyed. - e T

The remainder of the reporting pericd wes dondnated by Operations Rawlins
Velley, Todd Forest and Ohlo Fapide ell of which were multi-battalion
cozbined operations with the latter still in process.

Operations Rawlins Valley 16 Dec - 24 Dec: Thie cperation was conducted
in Nam Hoa District, Thua Thien Frovince in an area which intelligence :
dats indicated to be the Bawe Area of the &th Fromt (6th Vi hegiment).

Tt was balieved that two unidentified battalions of the 6th Regiment
and the K-35 Artillery were located here. This was supcorted by sewveral

agent reports, coabined with mmercus Ypeople sniffer® resdings, Vi

aightings and SLAK resulte in the area te confimm that there were eneny

forces in the ares. The task force maneuver slements were the 1-506 Inf

and 3-187 Inf with the 3d and Lth Bns of the 3d AxVN Regt, lst ARVN Div.

The Tesk Force mission wes' for the 3d Bde(~) and 3d ARVN Regt(-) to

conduct corbined combat sssaults and reconnasissance=in-force operaticoms “
in aseigned A0's commenting 170800H December (D-Day) to locate and .
destroy NVA/VC forces in'beasa camps and cache materdzls, It was

concluded in the Intelligencs irmex to the OPOHD that the enemy would

attempt to aveld contact with sllied forees in order to prevent heavy

lcsass so that his plans for & new offensive would not be endangered,

Enemy sctivity and therefors contact was minimal. In & total of aight

actual physical contacts, fdur were initlsted by the eneny and L by
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Brigede forces., US contects were by anbush or meeting engagenents with
trail watchers, Enemy initiated actions were ®standoff attacks™ with
indirect fires againet FB's Miguel and Mooney, and futile attempis to
infiltrete the perimeter st FB niguel; and one engagement with RPG

and M=7% fires, On D=1 Inf elements werdg B - CA T i
fire support bases Miguel YDLB5207, Moone i T R Ay e TS

for the insertion of suprorting a pry i Hen drid arT platoons,
The movement of forces on D=t included elements from 2-506 who assumed
the security and construction missions at FE's Jack, Helen and Long. The
movemert. begimning aprroximately 160800H Dec was completed by 1520H, &
total of ten 155mm How and 4 105" were poeitioned forward with necessary
aumnition and teetiecal berrier esquipment. On D=Day with chemicals having
been dropped to block likely enemy routes cf resnforcement or egressicn,
ard 3-3d and 4L-3d ARVN Regt having coupleted their insertion at L2

Kathryn (YDLEE112), the 1-506 Inf conduet thelr vombat cssoult inte L2 Fam
YD373183 and LZ Pat YD378163 beginning et 171203N Dec, The B OF moving
with Co C closed into LZ Pat at 171357 coupleting the insertion without
inecident, OSeveral non-battle casualties were experienced by units during
the process of off-loading heliccpters, The nscessary medevacs were
completed by 171445H,  3-187 commenced thedr combat asssults imto 12
Maureen YDL29120 and Kelly YDLO3119 etarting at 171356H and canpleting

at 171635E, Two VG fired 54 at the Forvare idr Controller who was
orbiting during the insertdcns. The air ®rike Into the area at TL49H
folicwed by & search by i Co of the etrike rea produged negative results,
The 1-506 Inf had little to no activity during D+142, finding ondy 1 VG

in & hastily prepared grave who had been dead 24-36 hours,

On I#3 the 1lst &nd 2d platcons of D Co mede contact with &-5 VC/NVa who
initisted the engagemsnt with EPG-2 and }-79 fires resulting in 3 US WHhae.
Agth platoons returned fire and swept the area for 800-1000 meters with
negative results, It wie concluded that the enexy elemerts wers “trail
watchers", In their continued search slong assigned axis of advance
umerces bunkers and strew huts. were found and destroyed. The ensxy
avolded making contact with the advancing elements of the 1=506 Inf,
abandoning his bunkers and huts to thedr desbructicn,.

Tn sddition to the air strike directed on cbaerved uneuy during the

inserticn of 3-187, the only other incident of enemy actlvity on D=Day

was the recsipt of &~8 £0mm by elements at FB Mooney with negative damage.

On 42 A Co found and destroyed 5 hute which had not been recently used,

several rounds of Sh emmunition, an aiming stake, and ccpper comwo wire

and octher miscellanecus sgquipment. [ Co, conducting local recomnaissance —
in—foree from their night defensive position, found 3 60mm and 3 Blmm :
mortar rounds, and % bunkers; all were destrcyed, A 15L0H the Hecon "
Platoon cbserved 1 VO running across a trail; engaged him with Si, and in e
weturn were sngaged by &n unknown nupber cf epany about 300m away. The

vlateen cenfirmed 1 VO KIa and no U3 casualties, Aifter artillery and

"t had been directed :6n the area of contact, the elements moved in to

search and discoversad a small base couplex. Thtﬁbitimﬂ were destroyed.
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D43 was thﬂﬂ%&iﬁ E?’u@ﬁf“ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ ine Vallay. The 3-187
toward

continued on its axis of advence with i Cels movement W and NW

the Reo Trang River being eonpletely uneventful throughout the day. ©C
Co departed their MUF at 200820H and moved NNE along a ridge line toward
the Fao Trang River. Movement was uneventful until.lEeol jhen

of TO3%6142 they located 2 huts, & bunker and & cavs :
revealed thres more huts in the arsa and a platoon -
ware destroyed, An cbservaticn pest (tall tree with ladder), an Al
mogazine and & NVA gas mask and 40 bunkers were found 100 meters to the \\
West of the Lst huts’location at 1200H, Ancther hut complex was destroyed

at YD394146. Continuing their movement towaxrd their cbjective, they

found in vicinity YI3B7150 an old hut complex which had been used &s a

hospital complex, 100 meters north of the hospitel was another bunier/hut
ecomplex containing L0 bunkers and 50 hute, © Cols centimmed movessnt

to their WDF was uneventful, Ais the RBecon Flatoon moved along their axis they
found and destroyed seversl enery bunkers and miscellaneons items of

equipment. Thelr findings included the filter for a Chicom gas wask,

several spider holes, an ald Cal 45 pistol, one Thompson sub-pchine gun

and a US MET gremade. 4O roupds of 82mi armmunition and 2 FFC rounds

were found and destroved in place in vicinity YDAOL138. & treil led

from this area to nine bunkers which wers also destroyed, D Co and the

Jump CP flushed two VC vic YDL06146, They were immedistely engaged

with small arms fire, The ssarch of the area of contact revealed two :
strew hats, 1 HEO and 2 rucksacks (one covered with blood), The Bn 0O ,
requested that & trecker dog team be rlaced on a thirty minute alert, ' "
The rucksacks contained clean prested fatigues, EPG auo, three documents, '
food and persersl equipment, 0 Co contimued following the heavy blocd

trall, The trecker dog teem was inserted, but night elosed befare the

trockers could be fully eploited, an NDF was established at vie

TOLOTI60 at 1830 hours and two ssbushes were rositioned, Thirty-six

minytes later D 16 vic YD4O9180 sprang their ambush against 3 VC; one

was killed immediately and the two who dragged the body away were engaged

by fires, At 19124 artillery was adjusted on the ccntact arse and

gunships, requested at the same time, arrived at 2003i. A flareship

wag requested aleng with the USAF gunship, Spocky 2, in that sporadic

conbact cemtimued until 2043H. - At 2110H D Co end the Jump CF heard

movement around the NDP and engaged the suspected locaticns with grenades.

At 2300H 2 hand held flares were seen West of the NDP and continued

movement heard to the South and-west of the MDF, Gunships were directed

into the suspected enemy locations, &t 2100715H the helicopter gunships

began Tiring along a stresm: running North amd South of the FUF where

wmovement had also been heard.  The search of the comtast ares at daylight
revealed one sdditional VG/NVi and an A7, The VC was wsaring ~RVN

fatigues end moccasing and had been traveling light—only his weapon, ...
1 megezine and a poncho, C Co, comtimuing to search towsrds their
chjective, fourd end destroyed several old huts and bunkers as they
advanced, Inside two of the bunkers found in vieindty YDIBNL3, were
two Vietnamese redios and two Chiness hand-crank generators. These
items were evacuated from the HUP the following morning. From this
point until the time for extraction, the activities of 3-1B87 elements
wers linited to the destructlonof bunkers found aleng the routes of
sdvance, Thers were reperts of novement during the hours of darkress
but no visual obeervation or actual contact with the enemy. At 2L000ZH
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A-2=501, securing FB » Mtﬁn :lnu:;ﬂm?fmrtarrmd:w-&ﬂ
msters from the perimeter sdge. Counter-mortar fires wers directed
into the suspscted location, Twenty-three mirutes later one VO was
coserved inaide the perimeter and engaged with emall amus fire. The
ssarch of the arsa revealed a heavy blood trail, glive dmb cleth on
the wire, and the wire barrier cut, At O4OTH A~2 B

VO trying to enter the perimeter; detected and fing
fled, Since it was necessary to have all alements in ¥ ‘]
posture by 241800H for the Christmas conse=Tire, it had been ed to
conduct the extracticn phase on 23 Decenber., However, bevere weather
senditions prevented this and only the 1-506 Inf amd 1 tattery of

155mu How's from FE Strike were extracted. The weather on the norning

of 2, December was marginal and the extraction wae delsyed until 2L,0936H.
Using & 1-20-2 UH-1 combinatiom, the 3-187 Bn, A-2-501 Inf, and 3-3

ARV battalion were extrscted by 241720H, CHe47's extrocted all of the
artillery, awmnition, the barrier material and the Bde and Regimental

CF's during the same tioe freme. : - :

In Opns Rawline Valley, eight VG/BVA were killed and six individual wespons
captured. There were no US KHa's, The success of the units mlasion to
lccate and destroy NVa/VC forces in base camps and their cache materlal
was limited by the enemy's total unwillingnesa to stend and fight, When
not measured by the nueber killed or weapans captured the cperatian

was successful, in that, the enemy was compelled to withdraw desper into
the mourtains, abandening forward aresas with shelters, a hospital
complex, many newly construsted bunkers, amd fighting positiona to the
destruction of our attacking elsments, This, together with the capturs
of and destruction to commnicaticns line spoiled and delayed the enamy s
irmediate capacity to launth of fenalver opuraticns, or pesition forews for
future operaticns from this objective arsa.

i

Perheps the most significant accomplishment of Opns Rewlins Valley was
of & non-tactical nature, Invaluable training in the techniques of
comhat mssaults and extractions and movement over mountaineus terrain
in triple—canopied jungle was gained for the largely new persornel who
hed been sssigned to the Brigade during the annual rototicn cycle.

During this same pericd, 2-506.Iaf continued the securily of Camp Zvans,
FB's Jack and Jesnis, Long &nd Helen, and conducted reconnaissance in
force and night ambush ¢perations in designeted porticna of the Bda AD.
Other than recurring bochy-trep ineidents and the location of small
caches of spoiled ond unspoiled rice, the only incidemt of significance
wes the recéipt of two rounds of mortar fire at FB Jack by De2-506

on 200325H, There was ho damage or casualties frou the norter fires.
Throughout this peried; radsr detected perlodic mevement of enemy

groups of 5-7 persons and engaged them with artillery fires with unlmown
results, The only incident during the Christzas cease fire was the detecticn
of 1012 persormel by radar vie ¥YD518259, artillery Nlumineticn was
fired in respense to the radar reading. Enery movenent began to increase
following the cease fire with mumerous radsr detected torgets being
fired upon by artillery. On 28 Dec there wers nine separate ineidente

of enemy centact resulbing in 2 US WHi; 3 NVA/VC KIx and 3 VC Fil's;

1 ak47 and a pair of binoculare, Cla. An adiitimal NVA was HSJ‘?\ED
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A=3=187 while he was washing in the Song Bo River on 25 Dec. Illustrative
of the extensive enesy bochy-trap activity dp the Erdeade 40 3P LNg |
incident on 30 Dec when A-2-506 Inf was ohg T o
squad with small arms and automatic weapohd FXG/ALITRONN 1
Y0528262, The enesy broke up into small groups when fire was returned e
and fled to the Scuth towards the moumtains, Wwhile pursuing, 4 Co
elements were drawn inte & heavily booby-trapped area, detonated one,
and sustained 1 US KIi and 5 wla, with enenmy casualties unknown, &t the
same time in vieinity YD537258 the Hen Flat of 2-506 Inf wes engaged in
2 similar manner by an estiuated two enamy aguade loested in vicindty
YU533257, The eneny again fled when fire was returned, The Ren plat
swept the centact ares with megative results; but When A=-2-506 joined the
Ron Plat effort to ferret out the evading enemy, they detonated a MiL
Mine Type bochy trep with a thifty meter bursting radius causing 1 US KIa
and 1 US WLi, Fifteen mirutes later 3000 meters Northeast an AFC of B35
Cav detonsted a 105mm How projectile booby-trapped resulting in 3 US
wli and 1 heavily damaged APC. - R
k- N )

On 28 Dee a platoon of D Ccmpany 3-187 in vicinity YDA35183 received one
EFG round wounding the pletoon leader and another man, neither sariously.
Artillery, AfA and gunships were directed irto the area of eontact, The
aren was then searched; 1 VO with an AKLT wae located ard killed, Ina
running action be on 29 Dec vie YD3596205 and ending om 2 Jan,
'L'!GﬂﬂummﬂﬂlﬂﬁﬂﬂaﬂilHHhanincnmnbadIorﬁWﬁHkmdﬂ
weapons captured, Documents on one of the NVA bodies indicated that he
was a lieutenant in the C-1 Cempany, 807 Battalion, éth NVA Regimedt.

Operation Todd Forest occurred during the peried 31 Dec 68 = 13 Jan £9
imvelving 1-506 Inf and the T~1 and 3-3 AHUW Battalicns, This mlti-battaliom
operstion was & ccmbined reconnzlesance ln force cperation across a '
broad front in & porticn of Base Area 101, & known enewy base ared . .
ard infiltratien route, . Two battalicna of the 812 Regiment and two .
unidentified battalions were believed to be located in the general are..

OPERATIONS NARRATIVE,

On DDy, using a 2-20-4 cembinatdon, security elements for the Forward
Fire Support Bases Barbara 0328337 and Sword YI42T312 were combat
sssanlted inte thess locaticms.  hkrtillery from Cemp Evans ond L2 Nancy
YDLL539, fired the preparitery fires followed by aerisl rocket artillery.
With the artillery on forward bases, the infantry elements of 1-1 and
3.3 ARV corbat assaulted in LZ%e vic YD555425 KZ Chris), YD265334

(L7 Betsy), The 1-506 Inf was combet assaulted into LZ Mary vie
¥934273 and L Margeret- vic YD335304, The combined force comuenced
their recopnaissance in force on their sssigned axie of advanca, The
assaulting elemente of the 1-1 ARVN captured 1 NVi, wounded by the
artillery prep, sitting stunned en the 1Z. Initial interrogation
irdiceted that he was a wesber of C-2 Co, K-8 Bn amd hfﬂt.nqtid q‘?D

e T N A

[ S—

| oEcLassiFED )




CONFIDENTIAL

AVDG—Ca-E _ u _ February 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Beport of Headquarters 3d B &, 101lst Airborme
Divisien for period emding 31 January 196

the KVN in april 1968, m-ﬂfwﬁhwnmdtmthnmﬂtwnthwl
had besn searching for focd in areas whers allied forces hod cpercted
in the past, The Fi's fellow scldisrs gy FUdneons him, &t 311608H
the Gecon Flat found three bunkers &nd e
yic YD356270 and detected signs of re

morning uncoversd & SKS carbinea, 1 AELT rifle, 1 light machine gun, 2
cagss of Chicem grenades, } printing press with accessories, 2 shovels
snd a plck plus 245,000 dellars in V0 tax receipt booklets, GSix burned
hute were in the area. :

on D+1 all units continued reccmmaissance 41 force operations along their
gsmigned axes of advance, Ast.O0500H, Co & fired small erae at a small
eneny force st YD352317. wWhile pursuing these, about 15 cther enemy
soldiers were cbssrved fleeing, One enely was wounded, at 0F15H,
vicinity TD354283, Co D spotted 4 VC. At O930H, Recon killed ome VC,
eapturing an AKLT, vicinity YD, 5268,

fatigue shirt, HO CHI HINH sandals and an ameo poach. Subsequently,

in the same ares they found 2 more AK's and & Sudth & Wesson .38 revolver.
it 0F31H, the 3d platoon of D Co:bad contact with one enesy soldier

who fled to the Northeast, it O5H, Co a found, vicinity YDAL4313,

s sandbag containing LO boxes of noodles, six ene-pourd bagd of salt,

. gmqo one paund beps of sugar, 2 cans of :

' Borden's Condensed milk,. a carten of WRIBY KING® cigarettes, dated

2@ December 1968, with writing from regional forces on it, At the mme
locaticn, Alphs subsetuently found & dead eneuy soldier in a grave,

e had been buried appreximetely. one week. Dalta, at 1201H, reported
thet their 3d platoon fourd 7. bunkers that hod possibly been used the
night before at YD36827h. One VO fired on them at that location, &b
13458, Co & found 3 bunkers, 51 x L' x 31, having 2t of owerhead cover

emd surrounded by a wooden fence at 0340319, st 1430H, Alpha closed

on a bridge, constructed of .vines, which had previcusly been spotted fra
the air, The point man of Go B's.3d platoon fired st o VO at 1450H,
vicinity YD344290, The 2d platoon of Co © dastroyed & Lhxb! bunker &t
1500H, vicinity yD358282, Fifteen mimutes later, they found 2 Tt
cortaining the following medieal supplies: 87 bottles containing peniellin,
200,000 unita each, same 2gm units of novocaine, 36 tubes of 2n unknown
medication; 2 tubes of red 14quid, 12 tubes of yellow liguid, 2 tube

of Vietnamese salve, 13 bottles of vitamin B12, & bottles of vitauins

ard 2 ounces .of an unknown green powder, Further search of the araa
produeed & light machine gun, & set of NVA ¥hakia, 3 WVA aumo pouches,
three 12x25! uts, one of which had & gxb! bunker, & letter, & 75 jpound
bvag of cortmeal, 2 sst -of childé-clething, & bar of lux Soap, & bottle

of US insect -repellent and & set of VC elothing, &t 1530H, Go B's

third platoon found a poncho, @ u2h grenade, 8 US canteen with cup,

& pistel belt, 2 4K ragasines; and & pair of NVA trousers with belt

at YD343292, Co D completed s medevac &b 16404 for & man with an

j.nj‘nrﬂ ankle. - ' L :

comrciers, INCLAGSIFIED.
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At 1705H, Co DI reported that thelr first platoon had found s bunker couplex
and fresh blood at TD367267. 4t 1725H, Co C reported finding a notebock
cont&ining names and weapons serial numbers of 4 VO, as well =5 the

nurber of magasines and suount of amme sach had, Discovered alse was

a candy bar wrapper from Hue, At 1315H,}dp1ﬂmnrcaahadcmt-&=t
with 2 V0, killing one and wounding the othig =

madevaced at 1900H, ALl units reported t

D42 began quietly with no elsments report g 81 2

unt {1 mﬂﬁHﬂmﬂaﬂ'iﬂﬁdphtmfmﬂlﬁﬂ pmﬁhaa.ndl:l.narut-
YO370287, it 1120H 4th platoon, Co B found 1 bunker, 3x3xh!' with
reinforced roof and 1 well-used hut conmtaining fresh vegetables, it
1125H, YD347292, Co B had one man wounded in the chest by sniper fire,
Dust—off was coupleted at 1200H, :Co B, st 1205H, tock one wWii frou
incoming RIG fire, Medevac wacs pu:ptl.-nt- at 12254, an air at-riku

was called on the suspacted enwyy firing positiom. At 1605H, Ron

found fresh blood tralls at.¥YD375267. The locatlon had been an artillery
target thres hours earlier,. it 1748H, Co C completed dust—off for one
man with & vack injury. All couwpanies received scout dog and trackar
teams during the afternocon, .

On 5 Jamuary, Co C began the day with & nedovac for & man with severe
dysentory, completing it at O820H, After & quiet morning, in which
several units found signs of recent human pressnce, Co C at vie YB369299,
found 3 huts, one of which wae bocky trapped, Time wae 1335H. Findinge
included = medical pack, a diary, 25 1bs of rice, a US auo can ¢

salt, a U5 canteen, & WVA amwo pack; 4 VU rucksacks, 1 NVa hanoock with
mosguite net, & NVa flashlight and & set of NVA clothing with frash
blood-stains., Une VO, armed with an ARKLT wae spotted, but evaedsd
pursuit, &t 1615H, Co D'a 2d platcon found & body, lying by an open
grave, vicinity YRI79270, The body had been prepared for burial

and appeared to have been dead for 6-8 hours. At 1640H, troopers

from Co B fired et two fleeing epexy saldiers, who evaded capture in
the wopidly approaching darkness. Thﬁ night passed without any eneny
contact, In the merning all undts contlrued reconnaissance in force.

st O925E, Co B fd a 15xi0xk! hit containing between 5 and 10 tons of
rice. it 1025H; Co D had contact with two VG, vicinity YD385248L,

but leat them after o pursuit,  ibout 11508, Co D made contact with

a VC at YD381218, where they found two hute, it YD384285, they spotted
a straggler and gave pursuit, In the huts, Co D found 2 WVa cantesns,
1 US canteen, one book with writing in it, 3 flashlight batteries

and & wooden gun rack, capecity 10 gune, &t 0391292, time 1645H,

Co D found 3 huts, contents included 8 freshly rwde basket, a freshly
zade rope, L0 pounds of chew mein, a freshly opened can of sardines, a
pair of black pajamas, a pailr of civilian pants and & poncho, Later,

at 1900H, vicinity ¥YD390292, Co.D fourd 6 huts ard 2 fighting bunkers,
cortaining 15 RPG rounde, 4 NVA gas masks, a NVA rucksack, a drum of
machine gun aumunition, 2 BVA centeens,; 150 rounds AK arpmnition, cne

A nagazine, 2 HVA antrﬂiﬂﬂn; t-l:rull 2 US entremching tools, 14

DEC] ASSiEiEmy
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SUBJECT: erational Report of Headgquarters 3d Brigade, 10lst idrbomme
vision for peried ending 31 Jamuary 1969

min UNCLASSE

Cn the fellowing day, Co D found & six-month old grave m.
At 1612H, Co D killed a VC at YD392293, capturing one AKL7. They
spotted two other VO and exchanged emall arus fire with them, The VC
withdrew after firing, &t 1750H, Co D, vicinity ¥YD392%5, coupleted
medevac of two men, one had & bullet in his ami and the cther had
shrapnel in his chest. At 1730H, vicinity YD394295, Co D's third
platoon found 10 60mm mortar rounds. At OCB1045H in wic 393288 D

Co found two 75 pound bags of corrmeal, two 1x!x!? blocks of salt, 13
cans of Foremost concantyated milk, 1% gallons of salad dressing and

? bags of incense, In the same area they also found 13 new and umsual
hats, They had been built of logs and were 18x12' in sige. Underneath
werae bunkers, 5xi2' with one foot of overhead cover. ilso found was

& grave containing & wale body, which had been dead apprexiuately 254 to
48 heurs frem an sbdominal wound. &t YDIG6291, about 1122H, Co D's
first platoon epotted sne VO, He was pursued, but contact was lest,
Co O, at 1359H, completed a dustoff for two men with high teuperatures,
it 1L20H Co D's 2d platocn found 1000 pounds of polished rice, 26 sets
of civilian ¢lothing, & Russian light sub=machine gun ard sone
documents, ineluding s diary and & pamphlet, which mentioned Ko Chi
Minh, in a 4x5' hut at YD3IBT2ES5, .

Co D, &t 091200H reported finding 2 new 15x6! hute conteining 1 pelr of
black pants, fresh vegetables, s VC litter, 2 handkerchiefs, 2 empty
sandbage, 2 sandbags with 25 pounds of pelished rice ard a page from an
ikron, ®hic newepaper, dated 18 Noverber 1968, The hut® were locoted
at YD399%2590, at 1430H, Co B comleted & dustoff for two sick nen at
YDATI2T. At 'Im:lﬂ’ they found, at mng? 3 huts gontaining bunkers,
which had been reinforced with stesl, The bunkers were destroyed, st
1645H, Co D reperted spctiing 26 eneny soldiers at YDL05296, Two
platcons were sent cubt in pursuit, Co €, ot 1710H, engaged an eneny
caldier carrying & weapon; vicinity YOL10327, At 1730H, same loceticn,
Co C found 2 huts, containing 2 ,45 Cal pistcls and 2 SKS carbines.

At 1B00H, Co Dfs 2d platoon was reported in pursuit of 30 enexy
soldiers &t YDLO5296, -4t 1910H, Co D reguested & medevas for & man
shot in the arm and shoulder, Medevac wes completed from YDLO5295

at 1935H, Go G, at 1955H; found & hut/tunnel cauplex, eantoing 3 SK&
cerbines, a .45 Cal pistol with holster and some documents, indicating
that & VO cadre had besn there, With darlness, & flareship aseisted
Co D in its parsuit, Other elements were nansuvered to enclose the
suspected enemy locaticn, The eneny managed to exfiltrate befors the
encirclement could be sempleted, The next worning Co D reperted
firding & dead VC at YDLO5296 at OH30H who had been killed by M-16
tifle Fire. At 1140H, vieinity TDL10327, Co C found & complex that
had been occupled by 10 te 15 perscns, 3 of which were possibly female,
Contents included & demcliticn charge, 2 loaded AX magazines, L Us
hazd grenadss, a Chicom gremade, a U3 ,45 Cal plstel, 3 SE3 carbines,

2 .45 Cal pistol holsters on Chicom pistol belts, 4 notebooks, 1 diary,
1 medical information book, 2 small bags, a photo of

" UNCLASSIFIED
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SUBJECT: Operaticnal Heport of Headquarters 3d Erigade, 10lst alrborne
Divisien for peried ending 31 Jenuary 1969

signed by the bn CO of the 52nd NVA Bn, a letter, 15 pounds of male
and female clothing, a US canteen, 2 Chicom cgohegn 0 US sgodbag
3 thermostats, a small wedical bag with 3 ow
of an unknown medication, a plastic bag of VO AR JJLNFF
belts, 2 billfolds containing pictures and letters, J US ammo pouches,

2 US canteen covera, 160 rounds of AK ammo, a WVA halmet, = walking cane, .
scme school papers and a flashlight. At 1345H, Co D at YDLOS2QP, found

9 miscellansous surglcel instruments, 4 bottles of unlmown tablets,

50 cupoules of penicilin, 20 bottles of water, 2 syringes, 5 sterile

dressings, three 4x8" cotton pads, scme pepers and documents, 3 loaded

AE magozines and a Chicom grenade, : -

Contirming to advance on 11-Jan, the 34 platoon of Co C, at YD417332
found an &xi0' hut containing 3 Fuseian carbines, 2 peir of pajamas,
200 paunds of rock salt and miscellansous medical supplies. &t 1155H,
Co 4's third platoon found six 5 gallen cans filled with palished rice, .
Two empty cans were also found, The rice had been cached, but the rain i

£
:
:
Ej
;
;
:
:
;
i
|

black pajamas, at YD389352, They pursued him for 20 mimutes before ‘

losing him, At 1805H, Co D's third platoen found & storage hut at \

{Dwﬁ‘iﬂxcmmmm m;ur Lo nf.pﬂiﬂtﬂ.r:,:;, 2 dosen VU uﬁ:t;n:l, a 5,
oaded A mm; 1 Eﬂﬂ nﬂmﬂdﬂlﬂ & Small medic * ‘*-..:_

fm 12 Jan elamants of the battalion found and destroyed additional huts .

and bunkers apd found 3 graves im wic YDL11303, In the ares there were Y

bandages with fresh on. them lying around.

On D#13 Operstion Todd Forest snded with the extraction of all units

back to Camp Evans of the 1-506, and the 1 to

vic Y0329,9., The 3=3 ARVN wee moved to LZ NakCY by UB=1's and from

there to Hue by CH-,7's, The first of

The last 1ift of the 1-506 was coapl

subsequently closed out by Co D, 2-506 Inf.

i
:

Resulta: Enenyy Losaes: )
KTh (BC) - : - 12
Indiv Wpns 29
Fice (tons) - .9
S84 amo {rds) 3018 -
Mortar/Rpg ‘ammo 27
- Bunkers dest - -85. _
. Huts dest o . 9% -
" - ¥C Tax BRept Scrpt2y5,000 dollars VC
Friaendly Lossea; - -
Us (WHa) -
ARVH (WHA) - —
S 1 I tald il i
e UNCLAG e
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SUBJECT: Operational hparh of Headguarters 3d Brigade, 1l0lst Airberne
Divisien for pericd ending 31 Jamary 1969

During tha conduct of Opne Todd Fo
their securf#y, constructicn and
ADTe with no significant contacts wi
avold encounters with Brigade forces. Om : il ot

of command ceremony for 3-187 Inf, LIC Gecrge M, Scheeta, turned the
command of the battalion over to LIC W.F. Honeyeutt., On 17 January

a report from Division Artillery Radar was received that a VC battalion
was located in YD5819, Adr strikes, artillery and ARi were employed in ,
the ares and B Company was lneerted as & block while B-1-506 Inf effacted

the sweep, Several huts and tunnels, all empty, were found and destroyed;

one NVA body was also found at this location. That same afternoon, .
at 171L45H D Co cbasrved the firing of two of the 4 reckete.which

impected at Camp Evans, being launched from TD48%251. The 4 rockets

impacted an average of 100 meters from the Scuthern and Eastern edges -
of the Camp Evens perimeter, causing no damsge or casuclties, During

the swesp of the Ldunch area the next day, only 8 booby-trap was found;

it was destroyed, The situation remained guiet in the 3-187 AD thru

23 Jaomary, On 20 January, C Co was inserted into the reglon of the

Song Bo-Reo Trang River junctions (YD503135) to interdict a suspected
infiltraticn route which had been indicated by selsmlc sensors previously
pleced in the area by the 10Net LRRP's, Om 16 Jan & change of command

ceremony for 2-506 Inf was conducted, LTC John O, Childs turned the

Fngr elements from LZ ¥ancy began Rome Flow activities in the heavily
bocby-trapped arsa vie ¥D5225,. B Co 2-506 Inf with 1 plat 3-5 Cav

was tasked to secure the Home Plow activities, 2-506 Inf in edditlon

to norsal sscurity missions and RIF cperations conducted two cordon

ard sesrch operstiome on. 19 Jan and 22 Jan of Bo Dien Village (YD570310)

and Deng Lai: Village (YD510360), Seven detainees were appr in

the former, three of whom were draft-dodgers, All six detainces from

the latter wers subsequently released, B and D Co 1-506 Inf operating

Merth and South of Fire Base Sword (YD424312) during the period

15=23 January found much that indicated an NVA unii was operating in

the area, poseibly an artillery unit with infentry elements. In

addition to cbserving 2 NVA moving to the Scathwest fraz vic TD4, 17308,

they dimcoversd 5 huts with bunkers and overhead cover vie YDL26305

at 191230H., Inside one Mt was 3 VA uniforms and L4 empty rocket

cortainers, There was & platocn sige cocking area and a grave containing

& decapitated body. Within a thousand meters of this location were "
numercus hute and bunkers containing overhead cover. .

On 23 Jan 2~506 Inf elements were returned to Camp Evans by helicopter
to be in & PZ posture fer Opn Ohio Rapids, 1-506 Inf elements

were moved by Belicopter to assume the sscurity of FB's Jack znd Jetnie
ard Camp Bvans and sssume the offensive missions of the 2-506 Inf.

Ohio Rapids comenced en 24 Jen A9, This is & combined operaticn -
employing the 18t Bn 1st AkVN-Regt, the 2d Bn let ARVE Regt, and _ ;

* o IED
. UNCLASSIF
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LUBJECT: Operaticnal Report of Headguarters 3d Erigade, }0lst Adirberne
Divisien for perlod ending 31 Jamary 1969

2-506 Inf as the maneuver elsmerts, Artillery was moved to forward
fire support bases Davls, Mexico and Barbare, with Davis (YD253290)
secured by 4th Co-2d Bn, 2d Co-2d Bn, and the Recon Co lst Regiment;
ard FB's Mexico (Yi05231) and Bartand (YO3PJ ) mppured bp'® and D Co's
3=-187 Inf, respectivaly. 2~1 AHVN and ; -

Carrol (YD3LL194) and 1-1 AEKVN cenbat aseaul¥ell ™ Aoy e =0 0
(YD274277). The operation was planned to strike deep into Lhe suspscted
base area of the 6th NVA Regt and engage and destroy their security
forces and meterial in the objective areas. At 301420H, elements of

2-1 AEVH eearching in vic ID305222 found & complex comtainining 10

huts w/bunkers., Maps, & sand table, &and a notsbook containing tactieal
information were also found in thie location, Information comtained
therein verified that the cperation hed uncoversd and destroyed the 6th
Regt CF, Results of the cperatjon to date are as folloms:

2=506 Inf: _
us KHA 2 o US ik

3
NANC  KIA 8 TV 27 CSKC 6
Totale; Fnemy KIA 21 . .
| WG 37 1
#SWC 8
Friendly KHA 2
) WHiA 13

The combined multi-battalion cperations Rawlins Valley, Todd Forest
and Ohic Bapide were spoiling attacke which have had the total effect
of grestly reducing the ensmy's capability to peosition his forces and
materials in sufficlent quantity to launch ancther TET Offensive. The
timing of and the objective areas selested during these cperctions

has presently limited the enemy's of fensive capability to "standeff
attacks" by fire, -

The reporting pericd snds with an element of the Brigade econduct ing
combined opsretions in relentless pursuit of the enemy to deny him the
indtistive and freedom of action to stage his combat power in forward
areas with impunity from detection and destruction. Other elements
contime their active and pabeive security measures at fixed installatlon
ard near populated aress in order to thwart enemy efforte to achleve
econcay of force victories as concentraticns of combat power ie
eontimally denied. Small unit recomnaissance in force apd cordon and
search operstions, often cambined in nature, continue in order to
daminate the terrain while ferreting cut local guerrilla forces and
axtending KW governmentsl influence over the population, Throughaut
the A0 meltiple night ambush posiiiens are employed to arrest even
the night from the enemy by interdicting his efforts to establish

or reestablish a link with the population anifor his scurces of
supply and intelligerce, - - ]

e INCLASSIFIED
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SUBJECT: Operatiomal ﬁnpm nf Hndqn.lruﬂ 34 Brigade, 10lst iirborme
Divisien for period ending 31 January 1969

1-2 Hov 3187 QPCON Haqe 1m6MSSIF£ED

14 Wow 1-506 OPCON Hqs, 2d Bde 10lst abn Div

18 Nov 2-506(~) OPCON Hqs, 2d Bde 101st Abn Div

1=5 Nov 02506 OPCON Has, 2d Bde lst Atr Cav Div

2-3 Nov 1-7 Cav OPCON Hgs, 3d Bde 1@lst ibn Div

2 Nov _ 3=5 Cav OFCON Hge, 3d Bde 10lst Abm Div .
2-8 Nov - 5-7-Cév/D-1-9 Cav OPCON;OPCON Fqs 3 Bde 101et ibn Div
3=T7 Nov e a-! Cav QPCON Hgs 2d Bde, lst Adr Cav .
g12 Nov ' 3-5 Cav(~) OPOON Has, 34 Mo Div .
8-12 Nov 0-3-5 Cav OPCON 'H'qa, 2-506 Inf

13=15 Nov 3=5 l:nﬂ-] OPCON H:q-, 1+5 Mech Inf

16 loy 3—5&?mﬂlhl,3dﬂdllﬂlﬂlhnﬂit

11=14 Dec 2 plats 1-502 OPCON 35 Cav

11~14 Dac lst Bn 3d Regt AHVN OFCON 35 Cav

16-24 Dec ﬂpnﬂmdgm v.Jiup

1-506 Inf and 3-187 Inf 3-3 4HW w/l FO Party

LKRPS, 2-17 Cav L3 AHVHN w/l FO Forty

58 Scout Dog Plat R 1 Arty LNO Party

2-319 hrty (08) " 1 Bde LWO Party

B-2-11 Arty (DS) =3l arty (D8)

B1-23 arty (CSR) R C=12 Arty (DS)

B=326 Engr(~) (DS) s
samuworsy  UNCLASSIFIED
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SUBJECT: Operetional Repert of Headquarters 3d Brigade, 10lst ilrbeorne
Divisicn for pwiud snding 31 Jamary 1969

31 Dec = 13 Jan Opns Todd Forest U
HUE_CONTROL

1=505 Inf w/D-2-506 Inf OFCON 1=1 mwwﬁ.mﬂmr

1-77 armer(-) 3=3 WHWN w/l FO Party |
2-31% vty (DS) B=11 Arty ~
B=326 Engr{-) (D8) _ 1 LKO Party

TuCF .

C-2~% Arty _{mn] o |
B-2-11 arty (GSK) - | i
C=326 Med "

24 Jan = Opns Ohlo Rapids

EUE CONTROL : AEVN_CONTROL
2-506 Inf =1 &HUN w/l FO Party
B{=) 3~187, D-3=187 2-1 AGVN w/l PO Party
58 Scout Dog Flat Ren Co lst ARVN
2-319 Arty (DS) b Co 2«2 anVN |
B-326 Engr (-) (D8) | 2 Co 2-2 KEWN AN
TACP B~-11 Arty (D3)
B-2-11 Arty (GSE) ' C-34 Arty (D5)
0-2-94 Arty (GSH) _ Arty LNO Farty
C-1-83 Arty ;EﬁER} Bde L8O Party

E~1-40 Arty (GSR)

o

~CONEADENT ke

UNCLASSIFIED
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVDG=CA-E 5 February 1969
SUBJECT: Operaticnal Repert of Headoquarters 3d brigade, 101lst alrborne
Divisien for period enmding 31 Jamary 1969

TEK OF K&I EL
Date hssigned-Date Feasaigped
s NCLASSIFIED
CCL Joseph B. Conmy Jr. 23 Aug 68 - Present
2. Brigade Deputy 0O
2, LIC Julins W, Becton Jr. 1 Hov B8 = 30rlev 08
b. LTC Maymond P. Singer 30 Nov 68 = 30 Jan £9
e¢. LTC James M Bcwers 31 Jan = Pressnt
3. Brigade Executive Officer )
_a. ITC Marmel Alves 1 How 68 — 30 Nov 68
b, LTC James M Bowers 1 Dec 68 - Present
4. Batialion Comranders ‘
&, 1=506 Inf
L7C Robert irter 2 Jul 68 = 30 Nov 68
I..'fﬂ ﬁur].n J. Bauer 1 Dec 68 — Prasent '*._ '
b, 206 Wme
LTC John 0. Childs : 30 aug 68 - 15 Jan &9
LIC Gene T. Sherron 16 Jan &9 = Fresend
e, 3-187 Inf
LIC Georga M, Scheets 17 July 68 - 10 Jan 6%
LTC W. F. Wt 11 Jan ~ Present
d, 3=5 ﬁw -
LTC Angelo Grills : 2 Jul 68 =~ 23 Dec 68
LTC Themas E, .Enrpmtlr 111 2, Dec - Present
e, 2319 amy 5
P AINELASSIFIED
LTC Wilford R, ferrell - 1
SO DENTIA L
: R o '-..}_
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AVDG—CA=E ' : & Pebruary 1969
SUBJECT: Sectlon II, Lessend Learned: Comander's Cbaservations,
Evalustions, and Recommendations.

a, Persormel,.

ﬂ

(1) Obaervation: Approximately 40% o
end 50% of HHC, 34 Bde rotated between 12 Hov

(6) Bvalustion: ThroughoftlRebf™afl ‘ﬁi"‘
infusicn programe were pursued by this Qe 4% - Stkel
progzam did not in fact sliminate the eifbbtid’ rovs F
additi~n %2 tha high mumber of pecpls rotating, £4.7% of all infantry
perscnnel in pay grades E=7 and higher departed the crganisation,
Weariy ail key personnel such as (o (O's, Flat Ldrs, Flat Sgts and
cther = 1l=d persormel such as FBO's, FSNCO's, clerks, mechanics,
cooks, etc rotated during this-pericd, The number of replacemsnta
racéived during the period was slightly less than the pumber of departing

peracnnsl,  The preponderance of new inexperienced replacemants in
& unit impairs the aggressive mementum of a combat unit,

the battalions' strength
and 16 Dec 1968,

&

(&} Recommendaticm: It is recommended that a mors
vigoerous infusion program be ollowed for this organiszation in an
attempt to reduce by at least two thirds the munber of perscnnsl departing
in the months of November and December,

{2} ﬂbnmt-iuﬁ: Lm-unn:l.ng level of canbat elements,

{a) Evaluation: During recent operstions the riflas
companies have been hindered in the accomplishment of thedr misaion
by & shertege of perscnnel, Current statistics (assigned persamnel
divided by authorized persormel) show our rifle companies to be at an
average of £2% of authorised strength, One company was forced to
work with thres platoons, &s it could not sdequately man four.

(b) Reconmendoticn: That the rifls companies be assigned
perscnnsl at 100f of suthorised strength,

(3) Observaticn: Cenmtralised Fersonnel Management Services,
while poed in theory and workeble at a fixed installatlon, does not
work well in a scattered situstion, The physical separation between
Division Rear (Bien Hoe) and Battalion ares (Camp Bvans) makes for
delayed perccnnel actions, incorrect action or informaticn leading to
ipacourate records, Telephome commnieation, at best, is poor and
does not substitute for "eye to eye" contact,

(a) Bveluation: Company clerks, FSNCO and adjutant plan
visits to AG vear as often as possible, and call frequently to 4G
forward to fallow up on perecrnel actions and to keep abreast of current
policies effecting the perscnnel of the Battalicn; but this is nelther
practical or at all times posaible due to the demand for these personnel

in accomplishing dally staff miesions,

conrismas, UNCLASSIFIED.
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVDG=CA-E ' 5 February 1969

SUBJECT: - Sscticn II, Lessens Learned; Commander's Observations,
Evaluations, and Recommendationa

(t) Recommendstiom: It is reccmmended that teams from
the Divieion Rear visit the Battalions on a regularly scheduled basis,
Teams should bring with them, the 201 files of the Battalions parsonnel
50 they may be examined and verified by individuale concerned.
In addition, 201 files would be mﬂ.ﬂMﬂw
evaluate their personnel and aid in ass

(4} riteervation: It has been cbserved that by & company
gubmitting » feeder report to the Divieion Rear and waiting approximately
five dnys for the return of the morning report, the personmsl status
will charge or there are additions to the feeder report by the Division
Rear walch a:m not validated in the company. A good example of this -
is finding a soldier's neme on the morning report but not having any \
orders asslprning him to the company. '

(a) Evaluation: It has been found that the Marning Report
clerk at the Division Rear has sccess to informaticn and appoimting
crders before they reach the gaining company. The correct procedure

is to serd any appointing orders with the feeder report. Additions
shonld pot ba made at Division Rear because scme appointing orders
never reach the company or the individual never reaches the company.

() nu_md.ﬁtiﬁm It is recommended that the morning
report clerk make the morning repert out only from the informetlcn
contained in the feeder report,

b. Operationa,

(15 Observation: Smell groups (3-7) of VC/HVA have on two
occasions fuit.h:lnn 10 day perdiod), fired at US units with a of
having the US unite chase them ;hmu;h bochy-trapped areas.

(a) Evelustions. US units that have chased these small
groupe of VC/NVA have suffered casualties they would mot have suffered
if thay were nct involved in a fast and careless chase of flest VC/NVA
p‘r.ml'--_ o L1 L .

(b) Becommendstion: Units in pursuit of the eneuy should ‘
not sacrifice cautlon in their movememt for speed. Small airmobile
elementn should be deployed to block routes of escape of fleeing
VG/NVA emall units when no ground elements are in a position to set
up blocking positions. A1l previcusly detected bocty-trap areas st
be plotted on all maps and avoided in the pursult of the enemy,

{z) Dhnmt.im.; Day and night cbservations, radar sightings,
tracksr team® and agent reports, all indicate that A unite
within the Bn AD, move in small groups (3-7) and at varying timea of

" UNCLASRIFIFD
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SUBJECT: Section II, Lessons Learned: Coamander's Observaticnms,
Evaluations, and Hecomsendationa,

(a) Evalustion: If anbushes are to be successful they
mist avold setting patterns in time and distance of wovement inte and
out of aubush positicns,

(b} Recomendation: Therough reconneissance of al's B
Some anbushes that ara positioned

familiar terrain, Occasionally, ambush pd .. 18 F mt.qd
during the night, ]

(3) Observation: OGraphs made of the locaticns of bechy trape
that were set off or found in the 40, indicates that there are safety
lenes in soma of the areas, ;

(a) Bwaluaticnt It is belisved that these safely lanes o
ere routes of movement: for VO/HVA elements, It is alec believed that
VC/NVA persormel may use thess lanes for movement of sojourning
VC/MVa forces and later becby trap them when the routes are discovered
by US/allied troops, @ . -

(b) Recommendation: EZfforts.should be made to locats
such safety lanes and ambush routes or trails within these lanes,

(4) Obasrvation: & Jump CP should be ready to be moved forward
at all times, The mmber and duty assigrmwente of the persennel who
nermally are required to operate & Jump CP should be known by the HEC
Cempany Commander. The.material and equipment needed by these men
should be maintained snd s centrally located as poseible so the Juup
CP can go forward very rapidly.

{a) Emlun*.t,ium Tt has been found that Jump CP's can
easily be moved from one lecation to ancther if the personnel and
ecuipment have been preparsd and have actually performed & simulated
mOVE, e

{b) Fecommendations: That personnel be trained in
cocrdination and movement of & Jusp CP and that ecch job be delegated
and performed by the individual before a Jump CP is initiated, slso
that all equipment be maintained in a posture to be quickly esployed
forward, For example, & Conex container cutfitted with commnications
squipment can be easily hooked forward at a moments notice.

[ Tninin_g. o
{1 }: nh:aan:ti'cﬁ': . Wte tr.ining of replacements,
- (a) mﬁl@mhn emerts wepa not in physical
condition for field duty, They m%?qmimd for long "
o -WF!rq
e - T
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AVDG=Ci=E

§ Pebruary 1969

SUBJECT: Section IT, Lessons Learned: Cosuander's Observatians,

Fvaluaticns, and Recommendations

marches over reugh terrein with 60 pound rucksacks, Additionally, they
wers woefully unprepared to care for themselves in the field; simple
tesks such as keeping dry, using field expedients such as ponchos for

night shelters, and vare of fest wered major prchlems,

{t) Rocommendaticn: That in correspondence with Di, G

advise DCSFF of the requirement for inc cal econditioning
during BCT and AIT, and the CONUS biv undar
more adverse conditions without shelter

placed on use of field expedients,

(2) Observation: Conduct of treining during operational activity.

(&) Evaluaticn:  The incressed training program was
cenducted eoncurrently with the battalion providing security for Camp

Evans. This required & minimam of two presentaticns per

unit in order

to ensure that all personnel-received the training, since the misslon
of providing seeurity, conducting daily squad and platoon RIF!s,
establishing NDP's and AP's and providing road elsaring teams daily
made it impoesible for:-the units to sssemble all of their personnel

for training at ons time, . -

(e} Euur.ﬁmdatim: The battalicns need a
day full marshalling pericd in crder to conduct training

four to five
effieiently.,

(3) Observations. The tm:l.nin; progran for the last treining
guerter wag increased because of the large turn-over in personnel.

(a) Evaluation:. There wes a definite lack

of qualified

ingtructors in the intensified troining progrom, The lack of qualified

instructors was dus mainly to rotaticn of perscnnel,

(b} Hecommendation: All gqualified instruetors should be
pooled to form & committee group or mcbile treining teams,

(L) Observaticn: One battalion initisted a rigorous training
progran commencing in Octcber, ' The training was directed toward naw
arrivals, with a total of 47 man days of forual instruction ranging
freom apn Introducticn to Vietnem to Techniques of Eiver Crossings and
Spell Unit Operstions, 'In a more practical vein, tesining was conducted
informally during operatitms in the A0 in Jungle Operstions, Personal
Hygiens rnd First idd, and techniques of jmbushes and OF and LF
positicns and formations, Weapens familiarization was conducted

during marshalling and field opersticns,

(2) Evalustion: & continuing program within the
battalien is in effect to incresse the proficiemcy of the individual
goldier and develop such essentials as initiative, teamwork and’

esprit-de-corps, In-country schocls are utilized to the

camsensurate with ional reguirements. .
T ey
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SUBJECT: Section II, Lessons Learned: Cemmander's Observatiens,
Evaluaticne, ard Recommendations

(b) ERecomendaticns: It is recommended that the mandatory
requirement to furnish 3 attendses per week to Combat Leaders Courses,
he reduced to & monthly requirement. The weekly requirement places
difficulties on maneuver companies by removing key and depended upon.
personnel a1l too frequently from squads and platocns, It alse has the

effect of lowering the status of yradupte on return to a
unit where almost all of his.c 4y ! 1dy attended, He
thus doss not bescome outst Bherd™, “a,.

d. Intelligenca.

(1) Observation: Comprehensive deseribing of ensuy structures .
and meterinl, '

{6} Evaluation: During operstions, enemy caches, but
and bunker complexes, trail markers, and booby traps were discovered,
Requiremsnte from higher hesdquarters nscessitated a couprehensive
description concerning each find, In many cases, the item cculd not
by evacuated (bunkers, buildings, BET's)} and in smme cases a description
of the surrounding envircmmert was required (cachee, 5BT's). Due to
personel differences in cbservaticn and reperting techniques, the
guality and accurasy of the intelligence report varied. slso, on
eccasione, added reguirements were levied subsequent to the discovering
unif's departure from the area. . :

(¢} Recommendation: Divielon consider acquistion and issue
of Polaroid Swinger Camerse {cost under $20.00) and film, on'the basis
of six per infantry battalfon, Fhotos with identifying data, could
ba available at divisien level within hours after diseovery.

(2) Observatien: Evacuation of intalligence material.

(&) Yvalustion: Seversl valuable finds during operaticns
were enemy documents of considerable importance, Expeditious evacuation
for subsequent explodtation was requirsd. kest of the cperations
were condutted in a thickly vegetated, mountainoue region. Lstablished
L2's were few and additiemal LZ's diffieult apd time ccnduning to
prepare, BExtraction of such finds was made b having a LOH hover
over the area of least. vegetation, lowering & rope from the LOH te
the ground and lifting the material cut.

(b} HRecomrendatien: That this technique be adophed
division-wide to insure timely availability of captured documents Lo

gualified document exploitation personnel,

(3) Observation:  Throughout the pericd local VC/NVa forces
emploved mnumercus booby traps in 2-506 area of opereticns. The enany
avolded contact wiith US treops and changed his tactics of confromting :
US forces to harrassing through the extensive use of beooby treps, This %
tactic has proved effective &5 our casualty rate indicates. A new

INCLA_SSIHED- e RORUEED)
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CONFIDENTIAL -
AVDG-Ci-E . 5 Pebruary 1969
SUBJECTs Section II, Lessons Learned: Comander's Observations,
Evalustions, and Recommendaticns

technique in she empleoyment of the M-26 hand grenade as a booby trap
was encountersd, o
(a) Evaluation: These booby trape are armed with the
dalay elemert removed, The spoon 15 held in place by a tuft of grass
or vine., Troops moving the area, move the grass or vine and

det.cnate the booby trap
v e SNGLASSIFIEDY. .. e

this technique of emplacing booby traps and be instructed to make

maximum use of leng probing poles or rope with a weighted end to clear
areas where booby traps are suspected.

R

e, Logisties,

{1) Observation: The geographical lscation of cne battalion
hes placed demands on the logistical perscrnel of the battalion to an
axtent nover emcountered bafore, Terrain snd weather has created
umuzual supply probleme due to lack of LZ's and low clouds and fog creating
flying hagards within the: mountainous areas,

The battalion has undertaken the construction of thyes semi-permanent Fire
-Bases while contimiing ifs combat missione, The construction effort

alone placed a Class IV denand on the S-i, while continuing its normal
resupply of units in the fisld, created & dimensicn vever before handled.

(a) Evaluation: Some of the problem areas encountered
which are not within the battelions capsbilities are: 1~Clase IV
construction meterinls not on hand at direct support echelens for
immediate response to user demands; 2- lack of self-ssrvice store in
the inmedimte vicinity to allow, as a minimum, & twoe or three tines a
week check for user requirements; 3- & leck of trained personnel in
the logistics fisld eapecially supply NOC's, property Bock Officer
and W00, 4ir movement specialists and asmunition handlers,

(b} Recoomendaticmss Iecoauend that Dde's cperating
in AQ'e where permanent ‘or Semi-permanent fire bases are to be bullt
ard occupied be authoriged to waintain C(lass IV cmstructicn raterial
in the base camp ared, - It is further recamsnded that & self-service
supply center or cutlst, be placed in & clossr proximity to user units
{nearest one st present is 30 miles away), It is felt that this would
elirinate many of the logistical resuprly in user reguirements of office
supplies, paint, kitchen utensils, etc, The anmual MTOZ "Update®
subnditted by this Hgs allowed for increases in the supply Sectiom of
Hy Co, himcbile Bn, ' _

(2) Observation: - Resupply.
{a) Evalustion: nmppl:r oparatione for units engaged in

eraticns in jungle terrain ere dependent upcn the availsbility of
E-quata landing sgomes rather than the availab of aircraft: aceordingly,
S

= o ——

=3

e | "F!F_MSIIQIED



COHF'I'DENTIAL
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SUBJECT: GSectlen II, LEHHI'IH Learned: Copmander's Obsarvations,
fvaluaticns, and Recommendations

resupply times { the availability of helicopters) should be pors flaxible
to permit resupply over & greater period of time,

(b} Eecommendati That an adeguate number of resupply
ships be programmed to suppert iona ard be
controlled exclusively by those ED
f. Organisation, NONE 'I

g, Escape, Bvasion and Survival, NONE i.
h., Others, "
(1} Cbservation: Use of Jungle Penstretor,

(a) Ewvaluatiom: At present, perscnnsl who are extracted
by the Jungle penetretor are required to leave behind their rucksack,
gear and weapon. This places & significant burden on the elament
en the ground &2 the equipment sust be carried by cther individuals,
Since the jungle penetrator is designed to 1ift two men, it appears
logical that it will safely 1ift one man with his LBE and weapon.

(b) Recommendation: allow medevacs to extract the man
erd his individual eguipment during extendsd opersticns, NHOTE: Thie
;Ti;tr;atim requires further iﬁ].iﬂt-imh There are several possiblea

onsg

e The individuals equipment could be evacuated with the casualty, btut
this would require perscrmel and facilitises at the recelving hospitel

to handle ard store the ecuipment. Thanwmldmrhhnrbﬁnrmumm
for the reclaiming of stored squipment for redistribution, as the unit
has no means of reclaiming said and should therefors be relisved of
aceourtability at the tine of evacuation, ISquipment evacuated weuld

not include the individuallts Weapon which can be carriad until extraction
by & unit log ship. :

2, 4 2d poseibility ie 'to equip units with necessary penstrator squipcent

B0 that when the medevac ccours, the units log slip can alse be

employed to retrieve the individual (s) equipment and return it to the

units rear. Thiz procedure would. simplify handling and accounmbtability

. requirements, in expedient method of using & weighted rope could be
amployed a3 an interim- mmn :

{2} nhnmtim: L.nd ﬂmipt-im.

(a) Dvaluation: Only 1:50,000 mape and 1:25,000
picto-maps are available, The latter are accertable supplementa becsuse
of thelr lack of detsil and accurecty., The former {’l good mape for

battalion nns:l higher h%“‘“f but lack of MSS’HEn

5 T e
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SUBJECT: Section II, Lessons Learned: Coemander's Observaticns,
Bvaluations, and humin:l.ltiml

eontour lines do not permit nnn-unt.n land na igation at compary level,
Even with well trained map readers (and those ars rere) acourate land
navigation is not always poesible with the present 1:50,000 mspe. Many
predominant terrain features on the ground: Hill messes, fingers,
compartments, stc., simply don't appear on the 1:50,000 naps,

(b} Recommendations: That & requirement be stated for

1425,000 mape at company b rii—ﬁ'
| (&) munmim:mmﬂﬂmﬂml.

(2) Evaluation: The present squad radios are not a
satisfactory means of reliable emﬂcﬂtw. The pruh:l.lm is not
acute beceuse the relatively small-sized platoons (2025 men) pmﬂ.t-
ocperating in two elemente with the use of two FRC-25 radice, Should
the rifle platoone ever experience full-strength status, coamunications
will be 8 moet serlous problenm,

(b) Recommendstions: Pending developaent of a setisfactory
squad Tedlo; en additional 2 PRC-25 radics be authorized sach platoon
which is manned at full TOE strength,

(5) Observation: Relistle, ﬂmu.r; Capmnications,

(2) Evalustion: Both the RP'=77 and KY-38 do nct functionm
properly in wet weather,  Attempts to use field expadient methods to
fabricate a waterproof cover hnn not been satisfactory.

{(b) Hmmmdlt-:l.m; DISCOM be tasked to fabricata
weterproof covers for both t-l:l.- RT-77 and K¥Y-38,

(&) uhnumtiun: Cammmnicstions Security.

{a] En]mt.i.nm In meny instances, supparting personnel
and agencles do not possess coples of the 501 or KAC codes; consequently,
radic frequencies mast be transmitted in the clear if the necessury
support is to be provided, This is perticularly true in the case of AF
support (flareships) and army aviation support.

(b) Recommendaticn: That this action be noted, lhile
this matter is & comunications security violatione, it would be
sericus only in & situsticn where enemy COMSEC measures werse extrenely
unsophisticated. In FVH environment, the compromise of & unit frequency
is not & serious security wielaticn, i In instances where the
request for support comes through Bde Hqs, the problem is alimineted
because of irmediate availability of Air Force "Wheel® at cur location
to encode freguencies m:l.uh ¢an be trensmitted with initisl request tn:-

higher. ?\
(",'] uhnmauum Inudqu.lt-n cC&cC ummicﬂ@ﬁ\
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AVDG-CA-E : 5 February 1969
SUBJECT:  Section II, Lessons Learned: Comeander's Otservations,
Evalusticns, and Reccmendationa

() Bvaluation: Discussion: In many cases, aircraft
et to be used as € & (——particularly LOH'Se——do not have satisfactory
communications equipment, In cne instance, on 11 January, a LOH was
dispatched to the field to perfom a g ajypor Y
single radio headset, The LOH can p b Pl OEE I:’ re.ft
enly when adequate communications equlipd ~ neludes
the instzlled FM set and two extra PRC-25 redios carried by the 53
and the Arty LED., FHowever, since these officers must also aonitor .
the comandar over the irtercom, there is & requirement for a "I" cord
attachmert to cumest the intercom to a set of head pheones, While most
battalions have such & device, they are of ths "home-made™ type and
not perticulsrly satisfactory and generally degrads the capabllity .

of the intercom aystem. When & ¥alick® is used as 8 C & C; it requires
a cerd Lhad esn noconmodate four head phones,

{t) Hecormendations: 1, That DMviedlon Signal Battaliom
fabrioare three (3) pailr of-headsets for sach battalion which will
peramit ottachmert to & PRC-25 radic and an aircraft inmtercom system,

2, That LOH aiperaft dispatched for use as & C & C aireraft habituslly
earry a oot of head phones or extre helmet for the ground coemarder.

3, That o saall battery powered amplifier be constructed locally, to
be used &5 & irtercom betwsen the commander and his staff when either
& UH-1 without conacle or an LOH is used as a 0 & C ship. Such a
devica can be procured as an "off-the-shelf" jtem in Japan or Hong
Kong, and then modified locally to accept head sets,

{8) Observation: .Signal contimues to be & problem especially .
in an area whera line of ‘sight is not always possible. One significant
gres is an over-riding in frequencies which causes station clutter,
but se far hrs not coused a lack of commnieations ability. ~.

(9) Observatien: The heslth of the battalion has remained
excellent and losa of coanbat effectiveness for medical recsons was nindmal,
The incidence of malaris incressed slightly during the reporting pericd,
which con be attributed in part to wmseasonably warm weather, The
major heslth area was skin infection, primarily among t.mnputin
static defense positicne at the Fire Bases. This wae due to an inadequate
supply of water to Fire Bases, and in pert to inadequate sarly
treatmenk . . LT Lo
4 ecomtimusl effort to supply water to vhe bases in adequate amcunts
and the irstallation of =mall shower units, has eliminated the problem
of sirin infections to Bome degres, Comand emphasis has been placed
on the teking of amti-malaria pills throughout the Battalien to reduce
aven lower, any incidence of malaria,

(10) Observation: ‘- Civic action in the Battalicn is ecmducted
by the Battalion S~5. The-Battalion has been assigned the ConSen
Refugee Camp &8 our area for Civic action, The area has only recemtly
been assigned and & prelimdnsry survey has been conducted to determine

onen E._P""'“LUNCM? SIFIED
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AVDG-CA-E e 5 February 1969

SUBJECT: Section II, Lessons Learned: Commander's Observatiems,
Evelust icne, and Recommendations

impact and long term projecis,

The Battalioms current e 18 organized around MEDCAF Qperations
and support ie drawm wi [ F N

& Headzparters and the IWé Bofhs

are; 1 - lack of area in which T8 tolddaryT ion Projects; 2 - lack

of EF/PF Nedics with which to conduct HABC/H kpfpftions; 3 = lack of

qualilicd imterpreters; and L - rapid turn-over of officers appointed .
S=5; cencing 8 lack of continuity in' cperaticna,

Due te the Battalions A0 being uninhebited, CA operaticns have been

LimiLed to MEDCAP Qperaticns, The MEDCAP Qperatiens have been

stabli’sed on & cnce per week basis and ccordination through the District

Chisl ord hie advisor in setting up a schedule for sach week has proved .

effective in obtaining RF/FF sipport. » Standing Opersting Frocedurs
for C- operations and activities in this area has besn develeoped
to effevi eomtinuity ﬁ-'ﬂpil‘lt-i_ﬂ'll.

It is re:crmended that Civie ction Projects mot becode & Mgive-away™
type of >reretion, but be wsed to motivate the pecpls to halp
thamtalvag,

.:;},rru'\_l_.". P .
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L' S CONNIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARy

Headquarbers 3d Brigade, 10lst Adrborne Division (Airmcbtdle)
APO San Francisce 96383

AVDG-CAE =y 13 May 1969

SUBJECT: Operaticmal Heport - Lassons Lmrﬁd
Hq 3d Bde 101lst Abn Dive Peried
1 Feb 69 ~ 30 April 49

Comuan ding Ceneral p
10lst Airborne Mviglon

ATTN: AVDG=OC-H

AP0 Ban Francisce 96383

I. Significant Unit Aetivities

as Combat Operations

The reporting periocd began with elements of the 3d Bde involved
in Operation Uhio Rapids Phase I~III, in Bags &rea 101, while other
elements contimued the ammﬁ:ahnmb of thedr existing missions in
the Bde area of operationa. 1~506 Inf was conducting extensive AIF
and ndzht ambush operations, complemented by short range reconnalssance
patrols, and was providing the security for fhong Dien, Camp Evans, and
the FSB Jack and Jeanis from 1-13 Feb, On L Feb the bn(-) combat
assaulted into LZ'a MW of FB SWOAD (YDL26312) to intardiet the
focthill portion of the Song O Lau-My Chanh divers infiltration routes.
This was to complete the scouring of the terrain covered by 2-5056 in
rhases I and IT of Ohic Rapids and was complsmentary to the meneuver schems
of #=3=187 interdicting the known infiltration routes North from Cee 4
Eo Mitn vic ID3%22, In addition to the maneuve~ of & Co the 3-187 Bn
had deployed B and D Co's to secure the F3B's Barbara (¥D253290) and Mexdco
(YDL05231) while € Co cont RIF and security.operations in vicimity of
FB RAKKASAN, Ohio Rapids was a multi-battalion combined CA and
reconneissance in force operation conducted in cooperation with the lat
=fiVH Regiment, Phase I began on 2 Jan when artillery was moved to the
forwerd fire support bases DAVIS, MEXICO and BAZBATA with LAVIS (YD253290)
secured by the Lth Co 2d Bn, 2d Oo 2d Bn and Ron Co 1st Regh; and MEXICO
(¥DLo5 and BAABARA (¥D325335) secured by B and D Oo's 3«=187 Inf
respectively, 2-1 LAVE and 2-506 combat assaulted into LI Carrol (YD3LLASL)
and 1-1 AAVN combat asssulted inte LZ Heidi (YD274277). Elements them . -
conducted recormalssance in force operetions on multiple axes to striks
desp into the suspected base area of the G6th NVA Ragimernt and to engage
and destroy thelr security forces and material in assigned objective areas. ,
Upon completion of the thorough se&rch of assigned objectives, 2-506 Inf was
to contimie thedr KIF on order to the Horth 4o the Ngon 0! Lau River; lel
was to RIF to the NE and 2-1 was to RIF to the HW, :
NOTE: Durdng Phase I om 301420H, elements of the 2-1 iEVN searching in
vieindty TD305222 found a complex conteining 10 huts w/tunkers, Maps,
4 sand table, and a notebook containing tactical informaticn were alsg
found in the complex. Information contained theredn verifisd that the
cperation had located and destroyed the 6th Regt OF. The contacts with
the enemy prior to this date had been clesrly deterwined to have been
delaylng actions by mobile blocking forces, It was decided to pursue
vigorously with two battalions along probable routes of withdrawal, whils
one contimued to search in the objective arcas.

PHASE IT: 24506 Inf contimed the pursuit North of the Hgon O' Leu
fiver and East of the My Chanh., 1-1 4AVH was combat assaulted into LZls
Esst and West of FB BARBARA, and in conjunction with 2506 Inf contimed
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SUBJECT: Operational Report = Lessons Learned, Hq 3d Bde 101lst Abn Div =
reriod 1 Feb 69 = 30 aprdl 69 - :

the pursult on multiple axes in zone, 2=l 4RVH contimisd to seek out and
destroy cache materials and base camp areas and destroy or capture small
groups seeldng to exfiltrate the initial objective area.

PHASE III: 4 Co 3-187 was combat asssulted into FB MEXICO (¥DLO5231) on
10 Feb and commenced reconnaissance in force operations to the Scuth in

an area East of LZ Carrol and North of the Coc & Bo Mtn (YD3518). 1-506
Inf(~) was combat asssulted into vic FB SWOMD (YDL25312),. 1-1 ARVN

wag reingerted into FB C.SROL of the original A0 and -1 ARVN commenced
recornaissance in force operations Southeastward from FB JEROME (ID193279).
This mlti-battalion combined operations which terminated on 28 Feb

was a spoiling attack which dlsrupted or preempted any Sth NVA Regiment
plans to lasunch offensive operaticns during the TET season, forcing them
to disperse and relocate, and preventing them from deploying forces forward
for attacks into the lowlands. Enemy losses are categorized as follows:

KL. 102 (BC); KBaa 1 (BC); KE& L (BC);
FW L Hod Chanh 1; I4C T3; CS.0 15,

&allisd forces sustained 12 KIA, 6 US and & LRVN. ({See After
action Report for Ohdo Rapids for details). ;

Une of the more sigrdficant contacts with the enemy during this period,
vceurred on 23 Feb when 1=506 Inf elements repulsed a sapper attack -
againgt FB 801D, The bodies of 7 seppers were found in the area along
with mumerous blood trails, satchel charges and RFG rounds. (See attached
after action Repsrt on Sapper attgek gt FB SWULAD for detailed account).
Frior to their commitment into fhase IT of Chio Aapids, the lst Bn
S506th abn Inf comtimued thelr responsibility for the defenss of Camp
Evang which had been assumed on L November 1968, Holief from this
responsibility was by 2d Dn, S06th 4bn Inf on 13 Feb 1969, when the
Bn(=} combat assaulted into multiple LZ's West of FU SWOHD (YDL25312),
Defense of the bese camp had been accomplished by static bunkerline
activity, periosdic cordon and search operations of nearby villages, and
extenzive small unit patrolling and combat assault operations. IThere
were no signdficant changes in enemy activities in or around Camp Evans
during this period, '

The battalion continued responsibility for FB JuCK until relisved by

the 3d Bn (iMEL), 187 4bn Inf on 19 March 1969, The defense of FB JACK
was sssentially a one company operation with support from one Blmm
mortar sectisn and a battery of 155mm Howitzers. Indtially alpha Company
was employed in the defense of FB JACK until relieved by Charlie Company
on 1 February 1969. Doth units conducted contimuous recomnalssance in
force (AIF) and ambush patrol operations in the surrounding area. On

13 March ons platoon from Charlic Company engaged an unkmown mumbar of cremy
ardpers after being fired upon by small arms. & subsequent search of the
suspected enamy location rovealed blood trails ond bBloody bandages, Mo
other enemy contact was made during the operation,

The battalion also provided for the defense of FB JEBANIE through the
beginmng of this reportihg period until relieved of the responsibdlity
by © Coampany, 24 Bn, 3 Armmer on 13 February 1969, Echo Company in
conjunctiom with &lpha Troop, 3d Squadron, 5th Cavalry, which lst En,
506th Inf had OPCON, conducted Gorden and Search operations of nearby
villages, Tho battalion Rpconnaissance Flatoon conducted daily AIF and
ambush operations in the AU surrounding FB JEANIE finding and destroying
mmerous enemy fortifications end caches, The fleconnaissance Flatoon
during il¥ osperations had sevaral successful meeting engagements with
amall size enemy units. S : : .

Since 11 Feb 69, the 24506 has hna:n deployed in the coastal .‘.I.:rnrlm:l:.'
actively ﬁagrud in pacification, nli.\:?.na't.im of VOI/G and resources

donial. these missions have bewun accomplished in cooperation
2 -} Htgffmssmsn
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with O/ forces. The battalicn maintains liaison with four districts
in Thas Thien Province (Fhong Dien, Huong Dien, Quang Dien and Huong Tra).
In addition, the battallon has worked with Hal Ddstrict, Quang Tri
Province, « sound professicnal reletionship between district and battalion
has resulted in the execution of mumerous combined operatdons,

On 1y Mar 6, Co &, with 1 plat of Co B, 1 plat N°FF, 1 plat FF, 3/0/50Lth
MP(-) and the 3d Bde PSY0SS Sectisn OPCLN, conducted a complete cordon
and search operstion at Oia Long B Homlot, Phong Dien DMstrict (IDS3LL3T).
Throughout Harch and &pril 1969, continued operntions in Phong Dien have
resulted in a systematic search by US/AAVN troops of nearly all populated
areas in Fhong n District, The results of these operations have not .
becn significant in terms of enemy body coudt or captured weapons, but
imerican presence in the area has materially reduced acts of terror,
attacks by fire and other amti<GVN activities.

gn 2 Mar 69, Co & established its CF adjacent to Fhong Dien District
Headquartera. The company combat elements operatc in the viclnity

of Phong Diem, but do not stay in the oompound itself, The close
relationship developed betwsen District Chied and Company Commander has
made combinod operations sasy o plan and exscute, Since a company
has been operating near Phong Diem, there have been no attacks by fire
or ground attacks on the Headquarters. There were attacks by fire in
December end Janmary, Several agent reports have indicated that Allled
prusenice in and around Phong Dien makes movement, communicatlons and
lisison extranmely dfficult. ' '

During the perisd 1=15 &pr 69, six combined operations were conducted.
Theso operations included PF/RF elements from Fhong Dien, Quang Dien,
Huong Dilen and Nevy air cushion vehicles, although these cperations
were not exceptionally productive, they served as excellent treining
exercises for improving BF/PF airmobile technigques and tactdcs.

In an effort to give groster tactical fledbility and free maneuver
elements for offensive operations, a maximm mmber of fire bases have
been diamantled and abandeoned. On 12 Apr &9, FSB JEANIE {ESSlJ'?l] was
closed by Co D 2-506, By 23 dpr FSB T=BOWE (YDS659201) had been closed,
with FaB JLck (¥nli97288) schedulsd for closing by 1 May.

On 15 hpr 69, tho 2d Bn, S06th Abn Inf began intensive rice denial
operatims, TWo mansuver compendes and the Reconmaissance Flatoop of the
battalisn are involved, The units conduct screening, sweep and Reconnaissanc
in Force operations in their assigred 40's during the daylight hours. it
night the units establish multiple embushes along lmown and suspected

routes of infiltretisn, The misslon is to prevent WWA/VC infiltrators

‘fram the mountadine; north intc the lowlands from obta lorge

amounts of rice during the harvest pericd, Based on Inte ance raports
the mission 1s being accomplished.

4s a part of the rice denlal cperation, the battalion has conducted five
"Purkey Harvest" operations during the pericd, These
cperations ere simed at preventing the VC and fran interfering with
the friendly civilians during the actual harvesting of the rice.
cperations were conducted with Phong Dlen District, twe with Huong Tra
District and one with Quang Dien District. & total of eight combined
operations were condacted with NP/PF elements from Phong Dden, Huong Tra
and Quang Dien Districts.

From 15-18 Apr &9, 4RP/B=2-17 opereted with 4/2-506 vicinity YDLG30 and
from 18-19 Apr 69, with D/2-506 vicinify ¥D5822, The operations gave
both units cross traiming in the other's concept of operation,

1 February 1965, found the 3d Battalion 187 Infantry (wirmcbile) with the
following missions: (1) GConstruction and scourity of 3 Firobasea, IB

, HILEM, and LUNG§ (2) Conduct of Reconnaissance in Force
operatisns in the Battalion arca of operstionsj - (3) Oocupation end
security for two additiongl firebases in support of operation "Ukio Rapdds".
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No significant activities coourred until the %th of February when &
Company was moved by air to FB MEXICO to replace D Company who assumaed
security at FB RIKKLSiN. 4 Co conducted RIF operations in support of
Ohio Rapide, Fhase III as mentioned previously, 3-187 Inf elements
received & warning order to preparc for operations with the lst Bde

in Operation Spokane Rapids on the 18th of F-b:.-u.zz. All units preparcd
to stage at Camp Evans, C Company end B Company closed and conducted
marshalling, BSravo Company prepared to condict a combat assault into

FB BRICK (¥DB3L4996) to secure and reopen the base, The cperation was
directed against elements of the Sth NVA Regiment who were belleved

to be utilising the Ta Trach and Rao Wei River as 10C's to resupply their
combat eloments in the forward areas. ..

4s the operation unfolded it became evident that the original estimates
of the enemy situatisn and dispositizn were basically correctj however

operationel dfficulties due to extremely poor weather, and changes in
the Division operational priorities combined to roduce the time

available to fully exploit the situation as found in the area of operation.
Uriginally, &4, C, and D Cumpanies were to assault into two L2'a and begin
thelr RIF, However, weather conditions did not parmit flight until 23

Feb, at which tims three companies wers moved into LZ Susan Y0797922. Each
day some contact was made with the ensmy, however, no undt identification
was determined, Contact indicated that there was o large mmber of

2 t2 3 man VA groups who were engaged in trail watching activities,

1 March 1969, marked the last phase of Spokane Rapids wlth the extraction
of the maneuver elements at 1300 hours. ©, D, and i Companies were
axtracted in thot order and moved to Camp Evans, On 3 March at 24,00
Uperation Spokane Rapids officially ended, The -gperation resulted in §
enemy kdlled, 2 wounded, 2 prisoners sfwarundthudineonrﬁnfnm
grave, 3-187 units suffered 3 killed and 11 wounded, 2 AF L7's, 1 US
rifle cal 30, 3 K=bl Chicem Carbines, 1 French Mas 35, 1 SES Chicom
rifle, and & AKL7 magazines were captured during the oparatien,

The first major multi-unit operation in Kentucly Jumper began &s an
interdiction of Song Bo River infiltratisn routes by & and B Cols
3=187 Inf, On 5 March, & and B Compamies conducted a combat assault
to an LZ in vie TD525137. They were to move to the East to interdict
enemy movement in the Song Bo ares, '

Doth companies in the field reported bunker sightings and trail
discoveries until the 9th of March when i Company made contact with 2 VO
at YD571137, They pursued the ensmy with negative results. -n 12 March
i Company was again in contact, resulting in 2 VC KIL and the capture i
of 1 akk7, Enemy contact for the remainder of the speration was sporadic,
mited to a few enemy slghtings and fresh tracks. On 13 March both A

and B Co came under the cperational comtrol of the 1506 and participat ed
in a maltiee combined sweep with L-3 ARVN in the area sputh of

the Central Hago Thai-Song Bo River junction, On 14 March & Co found

a VC body estimated 2-3 days old and belisved to be one of those idlled
during the comtact on the 12th., During the same afterncon B Ca discovered
a slzeable cache in a ten bunker complex at YD557153, including Ll Chicam
cl aymores, 17 cases of 7,62mm ammunition, 10 60mm mortar rounds and one
Thompeon sulmachine gun, On 20 Mareh with 1-5S06 assuming the route sL7
security mission, B and & Uo returned to the control of their parent
headquarters and were extracted from the field to Camp Evans early

in the evening, On 21 March & Co assumed the security of FB JiCK

and B Co fo FB RAKKASAN. D Co made & combat assenlt into an L vie
YDLOL233, and moved to the North to check enamy movement in that area.

2 platoons of C Co combat assaulted from F3 T=BGHE to an LZ at ID&p5225
and assumed the mission of searching rocket ridge to the West. Ths weather
had cleared, tamperatures rose and the extreme heat took its toll, both
Cand D Gols hed & mmber of heat casualtlies evacuated, - = -
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The perisd 21 March to 25 March yielded only scattered sightings of the
enamy by 3-187 Inf elements,

The 1-506 Inf was given the missicn to provide the security for the Engr

constructisn of Bte 54T om 20 March and the Bn COF relocated %o FB BASTORE,

the inditial base area, and commenced security operstions, Initially, the
units operating in the AY were & Co, D Co, E Co(-)s 4dditionally, the
3d Company, Lith Battalion, 3d ARVN Regiment was OFCON to the battalion

for the defense of FB BASTOGNE. B CGp and C Co wers OPCON to the 2d Battalion

(&MEL), S05th adrborne Infantry and 3d Battalion, 187th Lirborne Infantry
respectively. 4 Uompany and the ARVN unit conducted the deferse of F3
BASTUIS by contimmous AIF and patrolling operations in the AD. The AHVN
Company was relieved in place on 2 April Bravo Company, 2d Battalion

(AMBL), 506th ilrborme Infantry, Charlie secured the Engineer
construction of Route 547 to the Southwest by comducting platoon size
HIF's on parallel axes East and West of Route Sij7, Echo gupported

Battalion sperations from FB BASTOUNE inditially end later from successive
Firebases to the Southwest as Route SL7 constructisn progreased, The
Reconnaisgance Platoon conducted local RIF and short renge reconnaissance
patrol operationg, Hdtensive enemy fortificstisms, weapons, and supplies
were discovered by umits ¢onducting RIF operations. On L ipril the
Hecomnal ssance Platoon engeged an unknovn mmber of enemy vie YDSLS017
untll coplzicas,  On S aprdl 1269, Echo Campany with one platoon of
brave Company OPCUN and Delta Company conducted & coordinated attack on
the suspected location of the enamy engaged by the Heconnaissance Platoon
on b ipril 1969, The attack supported by J ery and air preparations
succecded in penctrating to the edge of the sbjectdve by nightfall, The
attacking companies wers joined by Bravo Company the following morning
and succossfully osverran the enemy positisns. 4 ssarch of the chjectiwe
revaaled four NVL KILA and evidence of bodies being dragged away, Om 24
4pril a NVA Hol Chanh revealed that his undt was the ococupant of the
position attacked on b, 5 and & 4pril. He also stated that his unit lost
26 KIA during the attéck, The Battalion was providing security for the
construction of Houte 547 and supperting bases st the eonelusian of this
period,

On the morrdng of 26 Mareh C Co(=) 3-187 Inf was extracted from the area
of the Rocket Bolt and inserted in an area North of the Ngon O Lau River,
at an LZ vic TDLLL276, where it was joined by its 3d platoon, The 3-187
had becn directed to move two companies Horth from the Maon O Leu River
to interdict forces from the 812 NVA Regiment who were reported to be
operating in that general area, again the extreme heat necessitated the
evacugtion of a muber of people from C Co. During the afterncon the Co's
started their push North and made sporadic contact with negative results,

During the early morming hours of-the 27th FB JiCK, occupisd by A Co came
under o heavy HA°G and mortar bombardment, 4% 0327 hrs the attackers were
breaching the tactical wire on the Northwest side of the perimeter. A4RL
was roquested and employed, By 0L20 hrs tho atiack had been repulsed
and the fleeing enamy w22 being pursmed by Alhs An immediate appraissl
digcloged thet the FB had come under atiack from 2«3 platoons of sepgers.
There was one enemy found in cne of the mess halls on the Northern end of
the base, He was wearing cnly blue loin eloth and had mmerous sotchel
charges tied to his body. However, subsoquent search disclossd a great
number of blood trails and sdditional bodies, The total mumber of cnemy

ET4 was finally esteblished at 15. Friendly casualties includsd 17 wounded

ard one man who died of wounds, In that area around the perimeter, 4 Co
elements found 25 satchel charges, 24 APO reunds, one launcher and
other mlscellaneous equipment, Later in the day clements inserted West of
FB JACK as blocikdng forces sighted a few VO and took them under firs with

negative results. There had been sporadic contact around FB JACK by Ranger

$eams on the night of the 27th which procduced negative results,(See incl 2
Alfor sctis Noporb = PST iGX, for cetodls)s Ou 28 March C Cu made
conbact, & VO wulked up on one of C Cole elamonte and the rear

socurity engaged him with h:l.a'l-!i-:lﬂsuiﬁh.nmtiﬂ results, The enemy
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fled to the Bast, On 29 and 30 March both C and D Co reported finding
bunkers, signs of recent enemy activity, and on two occasions ed

VG with negative results, A4n airstrike called in the ?‘iﬂhﬁi‘t—ymﬁ Co
sightin.s at ¥D370290 resulted in secondary explosions, On the evening
of 29 March the dismantling of FB HELEN was completed and the Recon
Platoon which had been occupying that Firobass.was extracted to Camp
Evans for marsha « D Co had one man wounded in an exchange of gunfire
at ID370291., &t 1120 hours on 1 april at YD399321, C Compeny was moving
in densely wooded area when the point man detected two VC and engaged o
them, Hlling tne and the other. The remaining VO retorned '
a fow rounds wounding one of C Co's men in tHe jaw, The enemy KLL wag -
an NVA wenring green khekis carrying an AELT with a folding stock. Ffurther
search of the area uncovered 2 more &fL7's and a heavy blood trail.

Both comparies eontimued on their assigned axis, reporting sight of
bunkers, trails; and other signs of enemy activity, Om & C Co came
under the 0p control of the 1-506 and was moved frem its fisld location
to FBE VEGHEL to secure it.

B Co condusting a locsl RIF on the Tth of April, discovered at YDLFS1SL
a large cache, 2pprox 900 meters South of FB RAKKASAN, Included in the
cache were: 139 Eann'mnrtar rounds, 55 APG rounds, 13 boxes of ARLT
ampunition, &n adéitional 35 B2mm rounds were found on the Sth. On 7
april D Co wos extracted from the field and moved to Camp Evans for

On 10 fpril D Co relieved &4 Co of the security of FB JACK allowing them

to begin further cperaticns in the field, 4 Lo combat assaulted into an
LZ at vieinity YD525086, with the mission to conduct e RIF to the Northwest
in the ares of FB VEGHEL and East of the Song Bo idver, The 10th of pril
alsc marked the start of the battalion®’s Eagle Flight Operations, Each
day oné platoon from one of the ¢companies securing -a firebase conducted
combat assault to an LZ in the &0, They conducted a RIF, then were
extracted and returmed to thelr paremt Firebase prior to darlmess. Bagle
Flights conducted fram the 10th to the 15th yielded no enemy contact

or other gipnificant results, 4 Co &id however discover a cache on 12
pril contodnding 75 7Smm recoilless rifle rounds and assorted other
ammanition and weapons at vicinity YDL58095,

E Co campleted the dismantling of FB LONG on the lith of 4pril and moved
to Camp Evans for marshalling. On-16 ipril L Company indtiated contact
with approximatcly seven VC at YD579115, pursuing the enemy, they
recovered one carbine,  Yuring the afterncon the same "”'"E{f,ﬂ Was moving
South along o trail when they sighted a tunker and hut. ¢ searching
the bunker at YDS80113, they spotted four to five TC and immedistely
engaged the enemy killing two., The remaiming NVA wers pursued by the lst
platoon as they fled Worth, In addition to the enemy KIi'a, one AKLT
and ong Me2 carbine were captured as a result of the actison.

Later in the afternson, while the Company B Eagld Flight was being
extractod, the helicopter pilots cbserved four to five VC in the vicinity
of the PZ at YI4B6238, The platoon was reinserted at a neighboring LI,
searched the area with negetive results and were then extracted back to
FB ReKKASiNe On 17 &prdl, Company & reported being engaged by two to
three NVA using automatic weapons and RPGe Thoy returned fire and
pursusd, with negative results. '

Later in the day, Company C relieved Company B in the security of

FB RAXKLSAN. Company B combat assaulted inte FI KATHERINE and were o oonduch
a Heconnzissance in Fores operation-to the Southeast, The combat assault

was originally intended for FB MAUREEN but due to low ceiling and

visibility D IL.THERINE was chosen as an alternative, '

On 18 April at IDL72112 © B If a cacho approxima tWo Woe
old, econslsting of nﬂimmwpplinaﬁhn c:uh: Hgg h.u'iﬂdt.%g holes f
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‘to 3 fect deop and camouflaged with local vegetation, Later Company &
engaged onc NVA with negative results, howover, they discovered 2
weapons and some Small amis ammo at 1hss9120, :

During the next two days, Company & agaln engaged 2-3 VG, sach encounter
yielding negative results. On 19 dpril Company E moved to FB RAKHASAN
and joined Company C in its security mission, For the next two days,
Compery & established multiple daylight ombush poimbs, and during the
afternson of 21 April, the 2d platoon of Compamy & reported Klling

o HVA who was ongaged at a distance of ten motors, aaof & ..

c i rocovered tup RPG r and one &KS0.J On 23 April, Company i
" was extroc om ficld and moved to Com Evans for undt marshalling.
! Company B, continuing its Recennadssance in Force mission, engaged three

VG who fled to the Socuth - Southeast, pursued by the 2d platoon. 4 half
hour later they engaged the sams individuals, kdlling two, Captured
g8 & rosult of the astisn were: onhe rucksack conteiming documenta, one
AK magazine, a first aid pouch and medical bag., On the 2hth, Company i
was assigned the migsion of providing security for the LCU Ramp and
panping station in Hue and Col Co Beach, However, tactical considerations
neceagitated a oomplete change of plans, 2-17 Cov urdts opersting in
the Bastern edge of the 4 Sham V encountered very stiff enemy
registancc, 4& momber of observatlon helicopters and one gunship were
shot down, 45 a result of this development, 1t wos declded that =167
would combat assault to the ares of contact with three compandes. On 2L
4pril Company B was extracted from its field location and moved to Cama
Evang in preparation for a combat assault into the area of the Cav comtact.
Likowise, Company D ot FB BASTOONE and Company A at Col Co Beach and Hue
were alartod for movement the following day, 411 3-187 maneuver elements
were to stage at FD BLAZE and be ready for a combat asseult on the 26th.

. Company C was aseignod the mission of securing FO BERCHTESOADEN which
wag to be the forward Brigade CF.

Un 25 Aprdil, Company C od Fo BERCETESGLIEN and began construction
of a defensive . D released the Rocon platoon to Company
E and moved to FB BLLZE for staging. Company D followed later in the

| afterncon, Company A was also to reach FB BLAZE on the 25th bub a

' gcombination of lack of air assets and unsatiafactor flying conditions

J delayed this move until the following day, 4t approcimately 1100 hours

| both Company®s B and D were at FB BLAZE. Duo to the rapld development
of the tactimal situation, and in order to maintain mementum and insure

k contact it was decided to combat assault Company B into an LZ ot Y0357068
that afterncon, Thls event set the stage for the beginming of the most
axbanaiﬁ v:n:m operation since the 3d Bde's arrival in the Northern
I vorps -

Lt 1230 hours the Battalion Commander of 3-187 informed Company B to be
prepared for movement at 1600 hours and to have LAWS and S0mm ready for
. ‘employment againat fortified enemy positions, 4t approximately 1500 hours,
! the combat assault of Company B began, The LZ was prepped extensively
I with artillery, airstrikes and rocket artillery and at 1500 hours
' the insertion bogan. The 24 ship on the LI was shot down and erashed,
The Battali-sn Commander instructed the 1ift ships to use an
. alternate LZ approcdimately 600 metera away at TD356062, Lieutant Boccda,
! the platoon leader on the lst ship reported that there were 3 injured
. personnel on the LI, one with gunshot wounds and 2 with broken legs. 4%
1700 hours the 1lst 1ift of Company B was complete on the sscure LZ at
10386062, The Batialion Commander, umwilling to leave such a small
| element on the initisl 1Z, decided to insert the rest of B Company
. in the unsecurs LZ at YD357068. The 1st helicopter landed without
. inecidenmt, while the second backed into o tree and damaged ths tail rotor. .
| & third helisopter fell short of the LZ making it the 3d downed aircraft
' on the wpper LZs Later a fourth helicopter was downed. The attempt
‘o ingert the rest of Company B at the upper LZ was abandoned and the rest
of the Company was landed at the secure lwwer LZ. Medevag's wrre vamiested
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for tho injured, and they were flown cut, During the insertion and
subsequent action, mumerous eirstrikes and AL strikes were employed
snd throughout the night helicopter gunships and Spooky were used to
support the undts on the ground.

! Early on the 26th, Gompany P received incoming mortar and RPG flre,

| sastainding 3 casualties who wers Medevacled, The insertion of Campany D

! was delgyed until 1130 hours while airstrikes and aritllery were employed
in the areas of the LZ's, Company & was moved by CHLT to FB BLAZE during
U Company!s move, The first 1ift ship crashed in the LI, wounding both
pilots. &3 a result, the remainder of Company D was moved into the lower
LZ. Company D Was followed by Oompany 4 with part of Company &4 inserted
imto the upper LZ to link up with B Companmy elements. 4s the last ships
into the upper LZ had received no hostile fire, the declislon was made to
stmttls the rest of Compeny A& from the lswer %o the upper LZ. At 1435
hours, one of the shuttle ships took an RPC round and erashed, 411 air
movement was discontimmed, There were [} WIA &nd 1 KL ag a result of
the hellcopter crash. «t 1517 hours the Battalion Headquarters group
joined the elemerts on the ground at ID356062. During the ensuing
four hotrs, clements on the ground reported incoming morter and {FG fire,

' with Company B sustaining one KIA as a result of the bombardment. [uring
the rdght, Spooky and idr Force fighters provided fire support for 3-157
elamenta.

; On April 27th, the 3-187 elements were in firm tactical positions and

' began Recormaissance in Foree operations in the areg of both Li's

; finding mumercus caches, bunker complexes and runndng into scatiered

! groups of enemys &t 1000 hours, Company B found, at YD3LBO6L, 10,000 rifle

| grensdas, 2,000 rounds of small arms amo, 200 RPG rounds, 36 £2mm mortar
rounda, 5,000 451 caliber rounds, all in good condition. During the
afternoon the companies began finding booby traps and were engaged in
sporadic fire fights. Agein airstrikes and gunships were used extensively
in suppert of the operatisn, Aa the compardes defeated enemy resistance
‘and searched cut more and more of the area, cnemy XLi's began to increase.

Fallowing up the tactical advantage on the 28th, the Battalion Commander
docided to employ a POYOPS aireraft in the area 4o demoralize the enamy,
The Battalion elmments were supported by a mmber of airstrikes and
conatant gunship coverage. Throughout the day companies reported extensive
‘caches and sporadic enemy contact., During the morning, a jet fighter .
crashed near FB RAKKASAR, both pilots parachmbed to safey and were
bxtracted to FE RAKESSAN with only minor cuta and bruises,

DISCOVERIES FOX THE DAY:

Company D: 200 peunds of rice, 102 mortar rounds, at YD35606lL, 10,000
AKLT rounds, 10 pounds powdered rice, 20 pounds of cereal food, 3,000
pounds of rice., OCompany B found 29L GOmm mortar rounds, 12 cans of
60mm mortar fuses, six Chicom claymores, and 12 fresh graves.

The morning of the 29th, again found aerlal fire support plentiful.
Contact was made with the onemy on three occasisns during the day.
Comparny D, contimuing its ssarch, discovered spproximately 20 tons of
rice, 21 APG rounds, 138 122mm rocketa, 340 60mm mortar rounds, 21

cages of SKS ammo, %q_r;.aasa of AKLT ammo, 18 57mm rounds ete, The total
body count on the 29th stood at &0 enemy Kli.

On the morming of 30 April Company B reported some incoming smdper fire
with negotive cosualtles, 41l three compandes contimied their Reconnalssance
in Force missiuvns., While searching & hut complex, Company D was engaged
by a command detonated mine and enemy small arms fire, two US wounded
were medevacleds Dy the last day of this reporting pericd 3-187 maneuver
glements were fimmly in control of the situation and Cnnpan;g i Was

tha construction of a firecbase at the upper Li. Uompardes B
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SUBJECT: Operational Report = Lessons Learned, Hq 3 Bde 10lst Abn Uiv =
Period 1 Feb &9 - 30 4pril &5 )

and D contimie to search for caches and to interdiet and destroy enemy
forces in the area,

The reporting perisd closed with elements of the Brigade committed to

thres diverse and critical missisns. The 1-506 Inf was providing the
security for the Engr construction of Houte 547 and building and defending
forward fire art bases as construction progressed towsrds the & Shau
Valley. The gﬁé Inf was committed to the demanding task of resource
denial during the rice harvest., The battalion is responding to this task
with imaginative and innovative te s maximdizing the uss of alrmoblle
assets in esmbined operations with OVN/LAAVN forcas, The 3187 Inf was
engagihg the enemy deep in his supposed hoven areas, locating and destroying
his lopistical caches and polsed to exploit the developing sitmation.
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AVDG =G fimeE 13 May 1968
SUBJECT: Operatiommal Heport - Lessons Learned, Hg 3d Bde 10lst ibm Div -
Poriod 1 Feb 69 = 30 kpril 69

B. Ta.nt.i.&a arnd Techniques.

Brigade clemerta have made maximum utilization of airmobile assets
to effectively cover the extended 40 for which wo have been responsible.
hgide from the normal Bagle Flights and small unit combat assaults,
tha 0wl Flight techrmique has been utilized with relative success.

The latter involves emylsying two man smiper teams with starlight scopes
mounted in a UH=L sireraft, The UH=l is treiled at a higher altitude
by ARA gunships. The snipers mark located targets with tracers and

the #iti attacks the target marked, During ressurce denial operations
the #=-5056 Inf has utilized a technigue which dnvslves alr petrols over
havrest areds by a platoon size clement who {1y and land in a diamond
farmation and corral workers into an ares in vhich they can be screened
by GVH aothorditics.

G, Tredming,

Each battalion, in addition to regularly scheduled tra has
in this reperting period conducted extensive classes on Sapper Attacks
and Courmter techrigues. The Brigade has also provided a Reciprocal
Mcbile Treining Team in support of the trairdng of two HF Cols for
Thua Thisn Sector. Classes have been tought on the Care, Maintenanea
and Operatisn of the Starlight Scope, live fire exercises with the
Starlight Scope, and night patrolling and ambush tochndcuecs.

—
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AT G COMFIDENT AL X i
~ 'SUBJECTe Operational Regort - Lessons Learned, Hg 3d Dde 10lst Abn Div -
Period 1 Feb 6% - 30 april &%
TASK OHOANIZATION 3D LDE
From 1 Feb to 10 Feb, & Trp 3-5 Cav wos OFCON to 1-506 Inf,
Prom 8 Feb to 10 Feb C Co 1-506 Inf was OPCCH o 3-5 Cay,
From 11 Feb 4o 23 Feb C Trp 3=5 Cay was OFCON to 1-5 Mech.
From 20 Feb to 1 Mar 3-187 Inf(-) wag OPGON to lst Bde
From 23 Feb to 22 dpr, B Trp 3«5 Cay wos CPCON to 3d Mar Div,
From 23 Fab to 17 Mar, € Trp 3-5 Cav was OPCON to 34 Mar Ddv,
From 23 Feb to 23 Mar, 3-5 Cav(~) was FCON o 34 Mar Div,
Frem 28 Feb to 1 Mar, C-2-3l Armor was OPCON to 2-506 Inf.
From 1 Mar to 15 épr, Ce=2<3lj armor was OFCON to 1=506 Infi
From 1 Mar to 13 Har, & Trp 3-5 Cav was OPCON to 2-506 Inf,
From 10 Mar to 19 Mar, 4 and B Co 3-187 Inf was OPCOM to 1-506 Inf,
From 19 Mar to 21 Mar, C Co 1-506 Inf was OPCON to 3-187 Inf, -
From 25 Mar 4o 31 Mar, B Cola) 2508 Inf was OPGON 4o 3-187 Inf,
From 7 4pr to 1 dpr, © Co 3~187 Inf was OPCON to 1-506 Inf,
TASK ORGANIZATION FOR OHIC RAFIDS FHASE I - III

Bde Control
.- 1e506 Inf, 14228 Feb . W 2l Jan-20 Feb .
2506 Inf 2l Janel0 Feb Cw2egly Arty (GSR) 2l Jan~28 Feb
3187 Inf(=) 9 Febmly Feb Be2ull Arty (GSR) 2l Jan~28 Fob
2-319 hrty(DS) 2l Jan~28 Feb C-1-83 Arty (GSR) 2L Jan-28 Feb
Bm326 Engr{~)(D8) 2l Jan-28 Feb C-326 Med 2l Jan-28 Feb

5Bth Sct Dog Plat 2l Jan=28 Feb

lst ARVN Regiment Control 2l Jan=26 Feb
| 1l AN

2=1 ARVN

-1 ARVN

Fh;n Co

C-11 Arty

B3l arty

3d Bde LNQ Party
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SUBJECT: Operational Report = Lassona Learned, Hq 3d Bde 101lst Abn Div -
Period 1 Feb 69 - 30 April &7

HOS oF FE
' Date Assigned-Date Hesssiened

1, Brigede Cormander .

COL Joseph By Commy Jr. 23 lug 68 - Present
2. Iripgade Dﬂpu‘t;r oo

LTC James M, Bowers 31 Jan 69 - Present

3. Sattalion Commanders

8s 1=506 Ind

LTC Charleg J. Bauer 1 Dac 68 -~ Presant
bs 2=506 Inf

LTC Gene T, Sherron 15 Jan &9 - Present
B 3=1B7 Ind

LTC W, F. Honeyoutt 11 Jan &9 ~ Presont
de 3=5 Cav

LTC Thomas E. Carpenter IIT 2l; Dec 68 - Present
g 2=319 Arty _

LTC Wilfard R. Harrell 1% Nov 68 - Present
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. ATDG-CA-E CONFIDEN TIAL 13 May 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learmed, Hg 3d Bde 10lst Abn Div -
Period 1 Feb 69 < 30 bpril &9

1, FERSCONNEL

8, Obsorvation: 4 unit, while under sperational comtral of or
at¥ached -to other than its parent undt, experdences vest difficulty
reporting casualties through nomual channels, This results in late
casualty reports, additional paperwork, and inconvenience to the famdly.
It was found that proper coordination with the controlling unit of the
pperstion made it possible for casualty reports to go through that unit's
chonrslz and then back down through channels to the parent undt,.

b, Cbservation: During any period of time there was a great amount
of dirlicated effort due to lost or missent paper work, It was found
that Ty meping a log or using a hand receipt system this problem was
lessened, especially in the aree of Letters of Sympathy, ewards, and
eorrespondence of specdal interest,

e, Cbsarvationt Ehfnng‘bh figures for the reporting period were low.
In an offort to increszse the mamber of troops available for combat

operations, 4 thorsugh study of the Battelion rear was conducted with
emphasis on utdlllestlon of personnel and speration procedurss, Lhe

company clerks and supply sergeants were comsplidated under the S=1

and the 3-4 respectively, This eliminated indorsements from tho Battalion
to the companies and back, The 15G and X0 were relecased to cperate

with their companies. The reorgamization and reduction in size of

the Headquarters Company freed almost 20% of the rear for combgt operations,

de Obgervatilon: Persomnel Information Roster = Bach momth this
raster 1s submitted to the resr ares md each month it comes back with
the personnel not beilng carried in the slota we had indicated the month
before. Ln exampls of this is an aviation mechamic being carried against
a commundestion's redis telephone operator slot,

Evaluatisnt The rumber on the TULE used by this unlt and the
rear seem Lo agree but in many cases the line mumbera ds not match=up.
The clerks in the rear should check the corrected roster submitted by the
unit and match-up personpel.and line mumbers to agree with the unit.

Be ¢ One unit has received o mumber of replacements
with profiles. individusls are of little use toc the undt and
spend an excessive period waiting for profile transfer orders, It ia
reconmended that all medicel records be screened for assigoment limitati-ns
at SERTS.

2. OPERLTIUNS

aa U_E_u_ggﬂ_gg: Operaticns loss of personnel due to the "dotational
Bump" of Uctober and November 1968, espacially in non-commissioned of ficcrs,
eaused the Dattalisn to irdtiate an extensive treiming program that
contimed into this quarter, 72 pretlude an unacceptable reduction in combat
effectiveness in the future, coreful consideration shonld be given to
measures to eliminate future "rotation mmps"s The emphasis in this
program should be to insare avolding lose in a short time of most

- of the experienced junmior leaders, platoon and squed leaders.

b. Obgervation: Combat asseult cperatiosn in mountains and denssly
vegetated terrain is restricted by hastily propared landing zones.
location of this type landing zone is often oriented by sparée vegstotion
and partially cleared areas instead of suspected enemy getivity.

Evalugtlon: MNones
becommendation: In dense jungle and mountalnous terrain, mumercus

landing gones should be cleared by air delivered crdneance so that the axact
locatlons of future airmobile cperations are not revealed to the enamy.
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SUBJECT: Operationel Report - Lessons Learned, Hq 3d Bde 10lst Abn Uiv -
Feriod 1 Feb 69 - 30 hpril 69

¢, Observation: CH-L7's, carrying Class IV from FSB JEANIE during
cloging operatlions, were underloaded in many instonces,

Evalugtion: Infontrymen, who were rigging and loading barrier
materials, -were not trained in weight estimation and allowable carge
loadr for larpge aireraft. The additional sorties required to close the
base wore not programmed and the result was a lost minute rearrangement
of priorities to meet the cleeing deadline, Liaison persomnel from the
Aspau’t Support Helicopter Battelfcn (LSHD) could advise and provide
techuical assistance to the Company Commander, This assistance could
conserve blade time on cargoe alreraft and provide maximim effective
employmernt of rigging equipment and alr itoms.

fecommendationt That a gualified representative from the ASHD
be assigned to advise the local commander before and during large
gonls CATED MOVES.

d. Ubservation: The possible need for sero-medical evacuation
was foreseen during planning for thia operstion, 4 request was submitted
to have MDETLC helieopters on aerlal standby during the asssult into
& known enesyy strong point, :

Evalua t The assault was made ints a "hot" landing zone without
the standby -MiD=ViC ships, Several casualties were sustained during the
first few mimites, and there was some delsy in securing MEDEVAG: eiroraft,
due to the flying time from Camp Eagle to the LZ, On the second day of
the combat assault, MEDEVAC alreraft were on standby amnd when casualties
wera suatained by another elemént landing on the atill unsecured LI,
reaction time was congiderably improved,

: In the future, sll helicopter assaults be
accompanded by alrborne medical evacuatdon helicoptera when the landing
zone is expected to be "hot",

3. LuGISTICS

4, UObagrvatians Extreme weather aa‘h'arnl.? reatricted daylight resupply
operatisns o mounbeinoua areas during the monsoon season.

Evaluationt Night resupply was used to resupply units located
at fire bases in mountainous terrain durding the monsoon season. Even
though it looked like the sky was clesr from the ground the pilots

complained of a slight haze making it very difficult to see and judge
distancas,

¢ Night remupply ccon be accamplished, weather
parmitiing, if an emergency exists for a unit to be resupplied, MNight
resupply is very difficult and dangercus during the hours of darkness.

b. Ubsarvebtiont Maintaining a seven day oserational lsad at
mountalnous fire bases.

Evalpations Large operatisnal supply loads must be maintained
at mountainous fire bases because of the inabdlity to rapddly resupply
and reinforce urnlts in nm.utiain:iuu_ terrain during the monsson seassn,

Recommendation: Insure fire bases locoted in mountainous terrain
during the mcnscon seasgn have at lsast a seven day level of supply.

g. UCbservo z-iimt Body Armor Adrorewman (FSN A470-999-1LTh) worn
by infantry units'point men. ' : )

Evalunation: The standard Army "Flak Jaclct" is relatively
ineffective for close~in fightingﬁ; Ung point man's life was saved
DECLASSIFIED )
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By T b ﬂa:g,}éﬂ :

CONTIDENTIAL

EEAB T Y TNl Sl Ly DO o=




CONFIDENTIAL
“ AVDG =l bl 13 May 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report = Lessors Learned, Hq 3d Dde 10lst abn Div -
Period 1 Feb 65 = 30 dpril 69

by wearing a "Chicken Plate" (Body Armor, lircrewman). & quantity of
mubject items were procured from a retrograde/salvage yard and have been
isgued to all rifle companies.

The Body hrmor idrcrewman has proved successful
againgt direct small arms fire and could be utilized effectively by tho
infentrmyman in the fleld.

Ubgervation: Supply points immedistely adjocent to "Hook Pads',

n t The CGlass IV yard is adjocent to the hook out pad
at T Lvanse s greatly reduses the time of trensporting barrier
matarial for the majordty of barrier material is hooked out of Camp Evans
for construction of tactical fire bases.

Recommendatdon: Supply points in which the majority of the items
(barrier materisl, ammanition) are hooked out be located adjacent
to hook oaf pad to elimdnats transporting time,

ey Cbse : &z the battalion field locations are in the
mounbainoas jungle areas of ICTZ, the terrain is in itself & haszard
to flight, snd aerdal resupply is the only method of resupply feasible.
On many cccaslong LZ's were not available and the fisld undts did not
hgwe time to cut LZ's. In this situation ropes and snap links wero
utilized to lower fragile items through the jungle canopy. Water supoly,
when necessary was either lowered by rope or kicked cut in artillery
conristers, In addition, most of the reporting period was spemt during
the North Bast Monsoon S8eason, and the fire bages and field locations
wore closed due 4o fog and rain for several deys at a time, It Was
found that during late might and early morming, the skiss wauld clear
for several hours, with fog and clouds obscuring the base by dawm.

¢, UObservationt The nearest Self-Service Supply Counter or sutlet
ie locsted approcimately 30 miles away, "The distance precludes having
expendable itams such as self=halp itfa office supplics, palnts, and
kitchen utensils readily available, Lt is recamiended that the self-
service outlet irdtiate a want list system to insure necessary items
are available for units that are located away from the immediate =rea
of the Self-Service Supply Center.

e CORMUNICLTIONS

Observatdoft Commnications were herdly adequate at the start of
the operation-due to limited time for installation and testing of

retransmlssion equipment or to the gssault of the combat troopers
inte LZ X on 25 April .

i wlthough the need for retransmission equipment was
foreseen during the planming phase of the operation, the rapidly changing
taciteal situatdon dictated the adr landing would be made a day earlier
than originally scheduled, This development did not allow the thorough
preparation and testing of the commumdication facilities that had been
planned beforehand, The eguipment was transportcd and emplaced as
rapidly as the situation would permit, tut was installed after assault
elaments were on the ground, The resultant lass of communication
for
and incomplets radis transedssiona,
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* SUBJECT: Operational Heport - Lessons Learned, Hq 34 Bde 10lst 4Abn Div -
Pordod 1 Feb 69 - 30 April 69

Raec atiopn: 4&erial relay should be used &s & backup system when

rapidly changing plens and extreme distences may effect the commnications
affort,

f {'m.- ;M"‘
2 Inx . F- B, COMMY JH.
ag Colonel, Infantry
cmmanding
DISTARTAITION:
Diwision G -~ 5 Coples
Brigais: Dommander - 1 Copy
1lst Fr L3t Bn S06th Infantry - 2 Coples
Jrd Bn 1B7th Infantyry - 2 Coples
8~-1: 1 Gopy
Sw2: L Copy
S=3s 1 Copy
S<liz 1 Copy
8.5: 1 Cooy
HHC 3xd Bde - 1 Gopy
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. DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY ’
Headquarters 3d Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division (Airmobile)
AP0 San Francisco $6383

AVDG=LA-E L, August 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned
Hg 3d Bde, 10lst Abn Div - Peried
1 May 69 = 31 Jul 69
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Section Ie oSipnificant Unit Activities - Requirements for this section
rescinded by 101lst 4bn Div unclassified message 7-1804, AVDG-GC-H,
dated 20 July 195%.

Section II., Lessons Learneds Cemmm der's Observations, Evaluations,

) and Decomendationss -

e
=

a,  Persornel:

{.l Replacementsi

(%) Observation: 3d Bde is receiving replacements with 118
MOS who have permanent profiles,

(b) Eveluations These persomnel are in-capable of performing
their duties in their primary MOS, and are therefore of no use to thea
units

(¢) Recommendation: It is recommended that medical records
be seresned and such personnel be assigned to wnits to where they ca
be properly utilized within their profiles.

(2} Persennel Information Rostar:

(2a) Observation: Personnel Information Roster contimes to
contain mmercus errors each month, Although the unit submits a
corrected copy of the roster to the rear each month, corrections are
not accurately reflected in Subsoguent rosters.

(b) Evalaation: The monthly roster as of the end of a month
i3 not veceived until the 20th of the follewing month by the unit.
By this time still aother incorrect roster has been published, even
though the previous roster has been corrected and returned.

{2} Reeommendation: That each unit in the divislon submit a
Personnel Information Roster on a mreprinted form to the rear, Thiis
roster should be prepared at unit level and forwarded, rather than

corrected at company level.

{3) Lack of Unit Patches: WCE : L-rj
Rl B w2 d el

(a) Observation: Troop morals suffers from a lack of umiferms
with 10Lgt Airborne Division patchos.
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(v) Evaluation: 101lst Airborne Division patches could be sewn
on fatigue jackeis for issus by DISCOM super contact teams.

{c) PReccmnendation: That fatigue ﬂack&ta be issued by DISCOM
at unit stand downs with 101st Airborne Uivision patches and US Adlf
tapes already sewn on.

(k) Lack of Barbers:

(a) Observation: Lack of sufficient personnel in combat
elemonts precludes having troops assigned to duty as barbers.

(b) Evalmation: Civilian barbers are available through the
FL system, Permanent arrangements should be made to have barbers
available with super contact teams.

{c} Becommendations: That either;
1. OSuper Contact tesms have barbera as an integral part, org

2¢ The PX syatem make barbers available to combat elements on
fire bases.

be Operations:
(1) Use of Light Observaticn Helicopter (LUH)

(a) Obgervation: During recent cperations the LOH has been
particularly valusble in the evacuation of wounded from forward arcas
and for delivery of ammunition and cther essential mupplies to
elements in contact,

(b} Ewaluation: Ihie to the close proximity of the contact area
to the position of attacking troops, LOG and MEDEVAC alrcraft were
not able to land safely in the LZ. The LOH with its great maneuverabili ty
and speed was able to get in and out of the forward LZ with littlke
diffienlty, Casualties were extracted from the forward LZ, by LH,
to 8 more secupre LZ 8 few indred meters away from the contach area
From there they were further evacusted by MEDEVAC girereft. Ammunition,
medical supplies amd water were likewise shutbled by LOH from the
gecure LZ to the forward position,

(¢) Recormandation: If a sustalned contact is anticipated in
a fixed area, it is Imperative that a LOH LI be cleared to the
immediate rear of the attacking troopa, 7The LOH will provide not
orlly MEDEVAC capability, bub will keep the troops supplied with
ammurition and cther combat essentials,

(2) Target Marking matheds for C-}7 gunshipa.

(a) Observation: During cloudy or misty nights it has been
difficult to sccurately direct the fires of the C-47 gunships.
The serial flares are not sufficient to light up a target, particularly
whert the wind carries the flare out of the target area.

{b) Ewalustiocn: A more accurate means of target indication i=
necessary. Ihe Slmm mortar is an offective system of marking targets
for the gunshps, The mortar is laid on the target and an illumination
round is fired and fused so that it :i.gni‘baa just before impact and
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eontimies to burn upon hitting the ground, In this mamer, the yunshipg
while illgminating & general area with its flares, 1s also aware of
the specific target.

{z) Recommendation: Recommend targets for C-i7 gunships,
during conditions of adverse visibility, be marked with Elmm
illuminatlon rounds,

(3) Extraction of Rifle Compm iss:

() Observation: Very fow LZ's were available within the area
of operations.

{b) Ewaluation: A& rifle compay must remain within a cne hour
distance from an LZ for immedlate extraction, contingency plms,
medevacs, resupply, and reinforcomenta.

(¢) ERecommendation: That all rifle companies cut a mirimum of
one LZ daily. Thiz can be accomplished by the platoon providing
security for the compay CF, while the remaining platoons are
eonducting search and dastr-uy or reconnd ssace in force operatlons.

(L) Recon by Obeerved Indircvet Fire:

(a) Observation: Maneuver elements cncountered smal 1.HVA teams,
usually employing delaying and harassing tactics cresting casunltics
smd time lost through deployment of the unit,

(b} Ewvaluationt Freouent seccnnaizssmes by oboervoed indircot five
wﬁgg% the probabdlity of this typo cnesuntor and caunses the wnemy

L ]

{c) Hecermendation: Extensive use of recon by observed indircet fire
on planned routes of advonce and the use of Fink Teams to screen
areas to immediate frovt and flanks of maneuver elements should be
uged, In addition to reducing this type of encounter, this benefits
tae ground commander in that he is able to engoge the enemy with
indirect fire nﬁwﬁkljr by shifting from recently fired targets. Tho usg of
observed firaj ever, is essuntlal in the off eotive wse of indirect fire,

{5) BStay Behind Force:

(a) Observation: In efforts to maintain continmud surveillsnce

of friendly elements, smdll NVA units, usually two to thres individuals,
attempt to follow maneuwer elements,

(b) Ewvaluation: By leaving a small "stay-behind®" force set up
in an ambash posture in the previous niuhtls NDP, the enemy can be
detocted and destroyed.

(¢) Recormendstion: Elements should employ stay-behind ambushes
'Hhenegﬁ' poasible,
Sapper Attacks: BSec Inclosure 4,

Ce Lrainings i I;F!-L..F'Z. b e e o
Tt | r i

pn I.l-:' R -'I 'I' 1| Y g
(1) Use of Orgamic Mortars: Wt el
{a) Observaticn: On some cccasions direet support artillery has
not proven responsive ﬂ:ugh to provide inmediate fire support for
eloments in contact. to elearance delays, computatieon ﬂEL-"ll"S;
comsmnilcation difficulties and othar comuitments, artillery is not
always available on a few minutes notloe,
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S JECT:  Operational Report-Lessmns Learned
Hq 3d Bde, 100st dbn Div - Periqgd

1 May 6% - 31 Jul 6% UNrQi EI -
- :- TR |
(b) Evaluation: There is & noed far inc 38111 b, EJ‘

erganic infantry indirect support weanons, During both the fight

a4 -drborme and Dong & Bis heavy, multi-unit, conbacts frapmented
artillory assets, decreasing their effectivensss, Mortars are
available at all times and can follow eloasely the progress of friendly
urnits, providing them instontancous fire support especislly if
ailmmobile assets are used to keep the mortars mobile.

le) Hecommendation: 411 Infantry Battalisns emphasise
importance of fully uwtilizing morters and training mortar crews in
guick response and mobility,

(2) Employment of the $0mm RR.

{a) Observation: Many fwroops are not familiar with the operatim
end employment of the %0mm FR.

(b} Evaluation: The 50mm iR is excellent for use against the
fortlfied anemy positions often encountered in the Bde 40, The HE

or HELT . ung effectively neutralizes bunkers, while the connister
round 13 useful in a recon-by-fire role snd in FB defunse,

(¢} Recommendation: 4&n ascclk rated program of practical
instruction on the M6T, 90ma FR should be implemented at rifle Co
level dn all Infantry Bo's. "

de Intelligence:
(1) 4erial Photography.
(8) Observation: Delay in receiving herisl Photography,

(v, Evaluation: Hapd held photography token at Brigade level
has Deen used extensively to plan L2 insertions, sd to target cnomy
locations, Exposed film submitted for developing and printing at

timeghas not returned within the required time needed for planning
mracses, Often film submitted 2-3 deys prisr to an operation hag

roturned 2-3 days after the operation has begun, and on occasion
aitor the tormination of the operation,

(¢) Recommendation: That devclopment of prints be given a high
pricrity when requested for a HIT date due to tactical reas-ons,

(2} 4irbome Fersonnel Detectors. Headings,

(2) Observation: ALirborne Persmmmel Detectors Readings are
sometimes reccived too late for offective expleoitation,

(b) Evaluation: Sniffer readings must be recoived at time
of actual reading., In many cases a timc lag will significantly
reduce the value of the readings.

(c) Recommendation: That sniffer aireraft relay readings via
FHl radis directly to Brigade as soon as possible so that readings
ean bo acted upon immediately.
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SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report-Lessons Learned

Hg 3d Bde, 101st 4tn Div - Peried

1 May &% - 31 Jul 69

TR R S o
=1 Iﬂgistics‘ Ej ﬁ;l i, : 1 :|.I- -_..: .. 'i.
(1) Refusling of Logistics and Lift Helicopters:

(a} Obsevvation: When coaducting combat assaults md resupnly
cperations in areas far from fixed installations, as such or more
blade time is used travelling to and from refuel points as iz spent
in conducting the operations, During inclement weather, time spent
flying to and from refuel points may mean the mission carmot be
accomplished.

(b) Ewaluation: Establishing a refuel point at the FB where
units stage for combat assaults and unit resupply originates will
eliminate excessive non-produstive blade time and substantid 1y
reduce the time required to conduct these cperations, Additionally,
it allows units to take adventage of breals in weather to affect
their resupply.

(c) Recommendation: As combat units move forward and establish
FBE's, direct support helicopter units establish a forward refusl

point at the FB from which resupply to units in the field will be
effected,

(2} Haintenancs:

..,
HY

{a) Observation: Spot painting of vehlclss and equipment

with brush when aercscl sprey paint is unavailsble produses an
uneven and steeaked findish,

(b} Bwaluation: By using & hand operated insecticide atomizer
and properly thinned paint, & smooth, gquick drying finish can be
applied ueing & minimum of paint,

(e} Recommendatien: Hand cperated spreayer be utilized whonewver
feasibls for spot painting.

(1) The IM-STL Articulated Vehicle,

{2) Observation: Several problem areas were encountered 4th
the aM=571 Articulated Vehicles, Of the five IM-571's asd gned to
the 3d Brigade, all five are deadlined, Three deadlined for rear
Arive shafta: one for services and 3d uchelon maintunmoe, (Fuploce
wrenaniaslon indicator, road wheel, and tighten tracks), and enc has
boen wrecked, loft front,

(b) Evaluation: Rear drive shafts have been a eontinuous
mainbenance problems The parts are nearly impossible to obtain,
Second and third echelon maintenance is wery hard to perform due to
the locations of the unite, .Wwpair parts eontdnue - = -
to be a large problem as they are neariy non-existest, 40¢ Fapair
parts are not in all cases interchangeable with other wvehicles of
same type and model. The lack of a tech-representative has impared
tho cperation and maintenance of the XM=5TL,

(e} FBeccmmendation: That a larger supply of repair parts be
made available within the supply chimmels for BNSURE or test
items of equipment, That care be taken to assure 4 1 like items
are 100% interchangeable. That & tech-representative be made available
at least at Division level for any LHSURE item when maintenance of

that item is required. .,
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SUBJECT: Operationd Report - Lessons Leamed

Hg 3d Bde, 101zt Abn Div - Period

1 May 69 - 31 Jul &9

{Jb!nl .r.-,. "'-:'"
(k) Use of saws for cutting LZ's; LB

(2) Observation: The necessity of cutting LZ's while cperating
in the mountains requires cznstant availibility of chain saws,

(b} Evaluation: Fragile equipment and a lack of ropair
parts has resulted in a high deadline rete which has created a
gituation wherein supply does not equal demand,

(¢} Recormendations:

1, That all Infantry units be authorized and ismued two-man
QrofSs=cut Saws,

2, That chain saws be immediately aveilable at DSU for dircet
exthanges,

3¢ That stronger, higher gquality chain saws be procurred,
(5] Use of demolitiens for cubting LZ's:

(a) Observationt &irmobile operations in mountainous tervain
require LZ'S to be cut at frequent interwals,

(b) Evaluation: Significant amounts of demolition, to-include
detcnating cord, are used to clear Li's, These items are presently
in short supply.

(e) HRecommendations:

1. Maximum use be made of masking tape to fasten C-b to

trees. This would eliminate much of the detonating cord used to cut
LZtg,

2, That training be given and emphasis be placed on using
clectrds blagt,jﬂg caps, WD-Ll wire and claymoere generators to save
more detonating cord.

3s . That C-} be suthorized as part of the Infantry'e basic load,
f« Organization: See Appendix 1,

g. Escape, Evasion, and Surrvival: WNone,

hl. Other: CHEMICAL:

{1} Use of G5 at Dong Ap Bia,

(a) Observation: Effectivansss of 105m C5 Artillery round
wWas minimized dus to the fact that the cnemy was equipped with
protective masks while defending his heavily-fortified bunker positions

(b) Bvaluation: The 105mm C3 artillery round can be employed
with a varisble time (VT) or g Hechaical time (MT)} fuse to obtain an
air burst, allowing a more rapid build-up of an incapacitating
concentration of agent, Thus the encemy will be allowed less time
to don his protective mask. In the event that protective measures are
taen, in spite of this more rapid build-up, the use of the 105ma O3
Artillery round over a more prolonged perlod of time (l.e., several
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1 May 69 - 31 Jul 49 -

hours) Will harrass the enemy, by forcine him to wear his protoetive mesk
anc limdting his frocdom of movmaond, The combat effeoctivoness of
the onomy coan thus be significantly reduced, _

(c) Recommendation: 108mm C5 Artlilery rounds be fired
excluaively with VI or MT fuzing; also that fire missicns using tiese
munitions be extended as necessary to maintain an incapacitating
ameunt of agent over a prolonged period of time,

(2) Emplacement of Fougasse.

(a) Observation: Emplacement of 55-gal drums of Fougasse
(weight LEO to SO0 lbs) in mountainous terrain (i.e., on the perineter
of fire bases) by manual labor 1s slow, cumbersome, and da gerous
for persommal invelved in such emplacement.,

(b} Evsluation: UH=l type helicopters can be used very
effectively to emplace fougasse in pre-determined positions. The

amplacement can thus be accomplished easily, repidly, and with
considerably lese hezard to personnel involwved,

(e} Recommendation: Security Units pru-pesltioning fowsnsse inds
the perimeter defense of their fire bases utilize UH-1 helicopiers
to ad them in the emplacement of the drums,

he, SIGNAL:
(1} ANAVEC-LS Power Supply.

{a) Observetion: OCurrently .Inf battealions utilize the AN/VAC-LG
radic as a portion of the Commanicatlons equipment in the batialiomn
T0C. The problem iz to provide an adequate power supply.

(b} Evaluations The setup as originslly employed is comnocted
in the following manner:

& 1.5 EW 28 V DC generator is the primary power supply sourco.
The generator is hooked to a pair of 1/h ton betteries wired in
parallel, The radios are hooked to the batteries. The problem ariscs
when the system proves ingsdequatd for the lead. The insertion of Zs
ton batteries in liew of 1/L ten ond the additien of a second pair of
¢ ton batteries wired in series to the first set effectively handk s
the situations The batteriss in tids new setap are able to handle
all pealk loads placed on them.

h3., Civie hetions See inclosure #3,

hli, Engr Support: See Inelosure #l.

& Inclosures R. H. S BGAIST
GOL, INF
1, Task Urganization Comanding
24 OStrength Report and Roster F RE e = -
of Key Perzcnnel I Pr it tr MRE T

Je Civie Action Report
Le Engineer Frojects for Quarter

. % Cav QRLL
& Borchtosgaden - Sapper 4dttack
".'l":II Matyibation
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SUBJECT: Operationdl Report - Lessons Leamed

Hg 3d Bye, 1015t Abn Div - Peried

1 ﬁﬁ 69 - 31 4&1_65'

pi o poRdE THE BEger  Pepied
TASK ORGANIZATION FOR APALCHE SHOW
Lo-Hay—w-Fduna)
34 Bde Control 1-506 2-50L 3=187

Bde Scty Flat B/426 Engr (DS)
Ren 1-504 ASLGE AHE {Dsg
&-2-17 Cav E/158 AHB (DS
2.319 Arty (DS) TACP 20 TASS
C-2.11 Arty (GSE) 58th Sct Dog Plat
C-2-gl Arty (GSR) 3d F3SE
C=1-f3 Arty (GSR)
1st ARVN Regth 3d ARVN Regt
lel LEVN By /F0 Party 1-3 ARVN Bn w/FO Party .
2«1, LAVN By /FD Party 2=3 ARVN Bn w/FO Party
31 ARVH Bn w/TO Party 3~3 ARV En w‘Fl.'.l P‘a.rtg,r
L=l LHVN Bn w/FO Party Battery 12 ARWN Arty (DS)

Battory 11 &7H Arty (DS)

- Battery 3L ARWN Arty (GSR)

1 LH0 Party -
TASK ORCANIZATION FOR MONTGOMERY RENDEZVOUS
3 PHASES

8 Jung = 21 Juna PHASE I

22 June = 8 4 PHASE II

% July - 25 July PHASE IIT

PHASE 1
3d Bde Control 1506 2506  2-327 375 Cay 2502
Scty Plat Trp 3/5 Cav  C-2-327
B(=-}/1-506
2-319 Arty (DS)
A=2-17 Cav (DS)
B/326 Engr (D8)
B/158 AHE (DS)
TACP 20 TASS
3d FS5E
24 _ARVH Regt
1=l Hn
=3 Bn
2=3 Bn
B=-3l Arty
a=lZ Arty
e |
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1 May 69 - 31 Jul 49 |
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TASK ORGANIZLTION FOR MONTGOMERY AENIEZVOUS

PHASE IT
3d Bde Control 1506  2=006 2=%27
Bde Scty Plat A=} fr-cos  C(<)/2-3) hrmor
E/1-506 TF Sec 4, B Trp 3-5 Cav
2-319 Arty (DS)
h=2-17 Cav (D3)
B/326 Engr (DS)
C/158 JHE (DS)
TLOP 26 TASS
34 FS5E
35 Cav 31d LRVN Regt
3/7 LRV Cav 1-1 Bn
C=2- 327 l=3 En
2.3 Bn
B-3L Arty .
PHASE III
3d Bde Control 1-906/3=3 RN 2-506/1-3 ARVN
Co 2-506 Hac Bao Co Co 1-506 (-}
Plat/Codl-506
Bda 531:@" Flat
L/2-17 Cav EDE}
2=31% hrty (DS)
B/326 Engr (DS)
C/158 LHBE (DS)
TLCP 20 TASS
3d F5SE
=5 Caw d ARVN Ra
3.7 ARVN Cav 1=3 ARVH
Bf2=327 Hae Bas Co
1/af2.327 B/3ly ARTY
Co/3=3 ARVH 33 ARVH
Cof3-187 3-7 KAVN Cav
TASK ORGANIZATION (OPCON UNITS)
AFPACHE SNOW (10 May = 7 June)
§ Hay - 18 May & sa.cps OPCON 4o 24 Bde
9 May = 8 June z-ﬁu?ﬂnﬁ 34 Bde
9 May « 21 June 2=b0a(=) O to 2d Bde
18 iay = 21 May 4/2-506 OFCON to 3-1R7
18 Hay = 7 June 3<5 Cav OPCON ¢ 24 Bde
2l May = 9 July - 3=187 OFCON UNE&E
i V ADQTT
A o d - C k H'S -:”n
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SUBJZCT: Operational Report e Lessms Leamed
Hg 3d Bde 101st 4bn Div - Period
1 May 69 - 31 Jul &9

b August 1969

s

8 Jume = 17 June
o e
3y ema = 31 Y

15 July

T.L""-rj ‘l

UNCLASSIFIED
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UNCLASSIFIED

TASK ORGANIZATION

CMERY RENDEZVOUS (8 June ~ 31 July)

E-EDE‘. OFCCH jd Bde
2.327 OPCON 3d Bde

3=5 Cav OPCOM 34 Bde

D/1-506 OTEON 3d Bdo Hgs
i/1-506 OPCON 1o 2506
a/1-506 OPCON to 3 Bde Has
B/2=327 OPGON 3.5 Cav
ﬂ.{-};‘ﬂ-iﬂ; OPCON 3187

AL-), B 3-5 Cav OPCON 3.157
Gﬁ‘ggﬁ Q_FBDH h 1_5I:6
B/2-506 0700N 4o 34 Bde Hos
A/2-327 OPCON 4, o8
B/3-187 OPCON g 3. Cav
01505 5 r OPCON to 3-187
C/1=506 OPODN to 3.5 Cav
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SUBJHCT: Operaticnal Report - Lessms Learned
Hq 23 Dde, 101st 4bn Div - Peried

1 May 67 = 31 Jul 69 UNC ST
LAGSIED

STRENGTH REPOAT LHD A03TER OF KEY PERSONNEL

1. Bde GOt COL J, B, Conmy Jr. 1 May 69 - 1 Jun &9
COL Robert H. Siegrist 14 Jun &9 - 31 Jul 69
2s Bde D0O: LIC Len M, Honawald 1 May 69 - 17 Jun 69
LTC B, A, Arthur 10 Jun 6% - 29 Jul &9
LTC Howard G. Crowell 29 Jul 6§ - 31 Jul &9
3« Pn Commanders:
8s 1-506 &bn Inf: LIC James M, Bowers 1 May 69 — 30 Jun £9
LTC Arnold Hayward 1 Jul 69 - 11 Jul 69
HAT Dale &, Purroughs 12 Jul 69 - 18 Jul &9
LTC Leon MeCall 18 Jul 69 - 31 Jul 69
be 2-506 &bn Inf: LIC Gens T. Sherron 1 May &9 - 16 J1.;1 ;39
LTC Len M, Hanawald 17 Jun &9 - 31 Jul &9
ce 3-187 &bn Inf: LTC W. F, Honeyocutt 1 Mgy 65 - 9 Jul &9
LTC Willism H, Stednberg 10 Jul &9 - 31 Jul &9
de 2-319 Arty: LTC Wilford R, Harrell 1 May 69 - 6 May 69
LTC Niles J. Fuluyler 7 May 69 - 31 Jul &9
&e 3=5 Cav: LTC Thomas B« Carpenter III 1 May 65 - 25 Jun 69
LIC Joseph L, Hadaway 27 Juyn 69 -~ 31 Jul 69
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