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CONSOLIDATED AWARDS

OPERATION TOAN THANG, PHASE IT

AWARD | . NUMBER
Distinguished Service Cross 2
Silver Star Medal 95
Bronze Star Medal with "V" Device 259
Army Commendation Medal with "V" Device 71
Ar Medal with V" Device 3
Distinguished Flying Cross 2
Legion of Merit 1

Eronze Star Medal (Meritorious Achievement) 19

Bronze Star Medal (Meritorious Service) 35

Army Commerdetion Medsl (Meritorious Achieve-
ment) : 22

dAlr Medal 25

#Panding final approwal
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Cwe, USA
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OPERATION TOAN THANG, PHASE II

US FORCES
Casualties:
156 KHA
553 WHA

Equipment Captured:

Hana

Equipment Destroyed;

1 3/4 ton truck
1 frmored Parsonnel Carrier

Cagualties;

268 K14 (BC)
333 KIA (EST)
L4, POW

322 Detaineas
10 ol Chanhe

Frppdpmant. Oaptareds

196 Individual weapons
70 Crew-served weapons
175 Grenades
4 Mines
874 HE rounds
16,737 Small erm rounds -
3820 .50 col rounds
30 1bs explosives
118 AK mapgazines
2 Bil magazines
23 BPD drums
2 Chiecom redics
1 AN/PRC-9 redio
lbs documents
160,611 lbs rice
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1200 1lbs salt
200 1bs tobacco
10 100-1b bags cement
500 1bs plastic
55 gals POL
4, Bicycles
3 Honda motorcycles
3 Water pumps

2 Sampan gasoline engines
1 Sewing machine

Equipment Destroyed:

1098 Bunkers
307 Fighting positions
3231 Meters trench
441 Spider holes
56 Punji pits
55 Tummels
2 Antiaireraft positions
101 Military structures
47 Sampans
19 Huts
2 Bridges
2 Dining halls
1 Supply bin
8 PG-2
3 IPG-7
4 AR-47
1 IIPD
246 Oranadas
20 Dangalore torucdas
3 RPD drums
218 HE rounds
288 .30 cal rounds
1547 Small arm rounds
37,748 1bs rice
55 gals POL
18 55-gal drums
10 Bicyeles
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n11, Brief Discussion of Enemy Capabilities and Vulnerabilities:

o. OCopabilities: The enemy retains the capability to harrass and
conduct fire and ground attacks sgninst friendly installations in up to
battalion-size attacks, He is also capable of maintaining pressure upon
the Saigon area for an extended period, while contimuing to replenish his
supplies and persomnel lost durlng the recent general offensive.

b, Vulnerabilities: The enemy continues to remain vulnerable to
friendly air support and artillery fire.

12, Conclusion: The enemy will contimue to conduet attacks by fire on
friendly installations and ground attacks of a probing nature against fire
bases and ocutposts, He will contimue to maintain pressure on the Saigon
area as long as it will benefit his position in the Paris Peace Talks.s

3d Brigade INTSUM 179-68, dtd 27 Jun 68

mAD RAPID (AD STREAM) is used by the enemy as an infiltration route to the
Saigon srea. The principal infiltration route parallels the Saigon River.
The 273C Regt (AEKA Quyet Thang Regt), estimated strength 200 men, is presently
attempting to infiltrate to base aveas in the Trapezoid and Boi Lol woods to
refit and retrain, This unit has suffered heavy losses in recent contacts
and is probably moving in small dispersed umits. The Cu Chi Regt, 400-600
men, composed of the 7th IF Bn ard Bth Arty Bn, is felt to be dispersed in
AD RAPID. The 275th VC Regt is believed to be located vic XT5221. One of
its probable missions is to secure LOC's and assist the passage of reinfore-
ing main force and infiltratior. elements to the Saigon area. These enemy
units can be expected to remail: dispersed and to assist the passage of enemy
reinforeing elements to the Soigon area,l '

3d Brigade INTSUM 207-68, did 25 Jul 68, para 3£(3):

n25 July, source: 25th Inf Div G-2: Agent reports that the Cu Chi VC
District Party Committes has been reinforced for 'Cl83', Their intentions
are to attack Cu Chi District from 22 to 29 July 1968. It was learned that

. their coming attack will rocket the 25th Inf Div with 200 rounds that have
been brought into the atea, Their prineipal intention is to bleck our rein-
forced road (Hwy 1), Swurce also reported that they will occupy this distriet
during their coming attack from one to two days prior."




B KT THE MAT Sl
&ah::zﬂm '

E:.-_.gy_"_ NARA Date Jj-¢ D o -
3d Brigade INTSUM.210-62, dtd 28 AR 68, para 3f(1):

"Source: 25th Inf Div G=2: Dn 27 July vie XT508224 B 1-506 Inf found

1 VC KIA (BC)., Documents taken from the body identified C4 Company,

K2 Bn, 268th Regt. Promotion orders trace Tung's advance in the unit
from assistant platoon leader to platoon leader, to assistant compary
commander, to assistant pelitical officer, to political officer. The
documents ldentify the CO of the 268th Regt as Tran Ba Tong. OB NOTE:
It 1s believed that the enemy unit contacted by the 3d Bde 10lst Abn was
the 7th Bn, Cu Chi, 268th Regt, and not the 275th VC Regt which was sua-
pected earlier. The C4 Company, K2 Bn, is probably the lst Co, 7th Bn,
Cu Chi. A PW and other documents found in the area confirm the presence
of the lst Compamy, Both PW and documents indicate the 3d Bde 10lst
contacted the 7th Bn initially on 25 July., Shortly thereafter, three
companies withdrew from the ares and left the Cl Company behind. This
company subsequently broke contact, Total known losses to the Bn are
28 VC KIA (BC); however, a PW stated his company strength alone had
declined from 120 to 60-70 men, indicating far greater casualties were
inflicted, Based upon interrogation, the Tth Bn is believed to be combat
effective and to be composed mostly of NVA fillers."

3d Brigade INTSUM 238-68, dtd 25 /mp 68, Inclosure 1:

"The enemy attacks in northern III CTZ signalled initiation of the combat
phase of the third general offensive. These sttacks were undoubtedly
dealgned ns a diversion from the enemy'a primary objective, the capitel
city of Saigon. Analysis of contacts during the week indicates that the
7+h NVA and 9th VC Divisions comnmitted only token forces from each of their
Regts in an attempt to get significant allied forces committed to those
areas, while the two divisions moved around their flanks. We believe that
the 5th VC Division was attempting to move down the axis of the Saigon River
and was inadvertently involved in the fipghting west of Dau Tieng. We believe
it wae the most seriomsly hurt of the three divisions and has probably with-
drevm into southern War Zene 'C', This action, as well as allied uporations,
particularly in Long An Province, and the exposure of the movement of the
Dong Mai Negiment, has probably nnusad the enemy to once nmoreo slip his sched-
ule for the attacks on Saigon., Cohsidering current enemy dispositions, the
only units in position to attack Saigon immedistely are the 268/273C Regt's
of SR-1 and the lst Regt, SR-4.

The nature of the heavier attacks by fire throughout the week indicates that
Arty units are either in position, or are accompanying Sub-Region main force
units.

We can expect attacks by both rocket and mortar in support of limited
cbjective ground attacks to continue throughout the Corpe to force our
attention from Saigon.
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"—-= ane ot voury was intercepted ig®ils - southward movement with the 33D
NVA Regt suffering rather extensive casualties. It now appears that the
entire division has returned to southern War Zone 'C', Failure of the
5th Div to succeed in its southward move has likely caused a postponement
~ of the assault on Saigon. Depending on the extent to which the 33d Regt
was hurt and on the immediate availability of replacements, it may be neces-
sary for new missions to be assigned to the Regt's prior to a renswed attempt

to move,

The 7th NVA Div remains in the vicinity of Loc Ninh and is expected to move
south along the Song Be River axis at a predetermined time,

The 9th VC Div has broken contact and moved west to the Tay Ninh-Cambodian

border area, We suspect that the 273d Regt has remained in the vicinity

of Tay Ninh city for several deys both to feign the presence of the Div in

the area and to screen the movement of the other twod Regt's. The 271st and
272d Regt's may have begun their southward movement toward BA THU with the

273d Regt probably scheduled to follow,

In summary, we believe that the enemy will contimume harassing and diversion-
ary attacks throughout IIT CTZ. Finelly, we now believe that the enemy will
meke his major effort against Saigon after 1 September."

3d Brigade INTSUM 242-68, dtd 29 Aug 68, para 3f:

"(3) 28 August, source: 525th MID Intelligence Report: On 17 August 1968
the Central Communist Party sent to the NIF SVN a secret order to launch
. the THU DONG (summer and autumn) campaign beginning on 19 August 1968 and
! ending 2 September 1968, After 2 September 1968, the 3d general attack
campaign will begin and last to November 1968. The prineipal targets are:
a. destroying the radar installrticns near Cembodia and Tay Ninh City,
b. ravaging Hou Nghia Provinee in order to set up a way for troops to
enter Saigon, ¢. move troops %o 'y' Bridge near Saigon. As of 27 August
1968, the 269 Bn along with 2 NVA companies are loeated in the vieinity

of My Thanh wvillage XT440025. '
(8) 28 August, source: 25th Inf Div dAgent Report: Agent reports elements
of the 275th and 10lst NVA Regts are to attack Trang Bang and 2 US fire

bngses (3d Bde 10lst fire bases are in the area) during nights of 28 and 29
August. Source also stated that if the units notleed heavy reinforcement,

they would not attack.”
3d Brigade INTSUM 243-68, dtd 30 Aug 68, Inclosure 1:
POW Reports
POWs 1-5: 411 wounded, no interrogation,
3
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6. NGUYEN TIEN DUC, D 2-506, 280800 Aug, XIT515275, NVA SGT, 3d Mortar
Company, assigned teo the 2d Bn, had approx 400 men before contact with
US Forces. He did not know the 2d Bn's mission, but it was rumored that
they would attack Trang Bang in the near future.

7. NGUYEN VAN THANH, A 2-506, 281330 Aug, vic XT5217, NVA PFC, 2d Platoon,
6th Company, 24 Bn, Q16 Regt. Subject arrived in IVN on 10 July 68, The
Q16 Regt has 3 infantry battalions, and his battalion hed 150 men, Subject
believes that his reglonal CP is in the Thanh An Woods wic XAT5438,

#, MNGUYEN VAN KHIEM, D 2-506, 281020 Aug, XT5217, NVA S5G, lst Platoon,
2d Company, 2d Bn, 16th Regt., Subject states that the mission of the
2d Bn was to conduct ambushes in vie XT5217. His unit's strength was
250 men, Subject stated that supplies such as ammnition, food, and
clothing came from the 83d Rear Service Group, subordinate to the lst
Sub Region which has supply points scattered from Trang Bang to-Saigon.

9. DUONG VAN DAD, D 2-506, 281030 Aug, XT5217, NVA CPL, 2d Flatoon,

16th Company, lﬁth Negt. Subject states that the 16tk Regt hes 3 infantry
battalions and that for over a year the 16th Regimental HQ was located at
IT545385. When allied troops entered the area the Regimental HQ would move
to a secondary base camp located vie XT5738. The permanent location of the
24 Bn is vic XT509345, to which they were supposed to return after attack-
ing Trang Bang, Since arriving with the 16th Regt, auh;]ant has taken part
in 7 contacts against US Forces.

/ 10, NGUYEN VAN KHA, D 2-506, 281030 Aug, XT5217, NVA PVT, D-16 Mortar
Company, assigned to the Dél Regt. He infiltrated into RVN in March 1968
with the 272 Bn which was broken up and assigned to different units as
replacaments, Subject states Bn Dél Regt was formerly called the 10lst
NVA Rogt., Their mission was tn attack Trang Rang in the near future.

11. VU XUAN THOA, D 2-506, 281735 Aug, XT514269, NVA FFC, lst Platoon,

K-2 Company, Gia DMnh Bn, 16 Regt. Subject states that the code names

for the Battalions are Gia Dinh.1, 2, and 3. Morale is low due to a short-
ape of food and heavy casualties. '

12. NGUYEN VAN TUONG, D 2-506, 281530 Aug, XT514269, NVA PFC, K-2 Company,
Dé Battalion, 16th P-.Eg'b Subjﬂ-:‘:rt arrived in RVN in July 195?3 and his infil-
tration group D201 wos nssigned to the 16th Regt. This was the first contact
his company had had. Subject was frightened when his commander was killed,

80 he surrenderad,
POWs 13-18: ILittle or no data from interrogation at this time,
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~° 3d Brigade INTSUM 246-68, dtd 2 Eép.ﬁﬂ;ﬁfgnlnsure 1:

Assesspent of the Current Enemy Thrust

"1, Indications and evidence increased during the week that the enemy
plans to make the 3d offensive a prolonged campaign. The current enemy
plan appears to be as follows:

a. The 5th VC Division and the 101st NVA Regiment will continue oper-
ations against the 25th ARVN and 25th US Infantry Diviesions in order to
inflict casualties and tie down friendly forces, This will be accomplished
by attacks on allied installations, centers of communications, interdiction
of lines of comminication by ambush.

b. The 7th NVA Division will operate sgainst the 5th ARVN and 1lst US
Infantry Divisions while securing the Binh My base areas and enemy lines of
comminication to Cambodia. '

e. Forces in MR-2 will operate against the 9th US Division in order
to hold it in place. MY THO, CAI LAY, and Hwy 4 are the most likely targets.

d. Enemy forces in outlying areas will conduct limited objective attacks
within their capabilities. '

e. The Sub Reglonal Forces will attack Saigon. However, rather than
the commitment of all available forces simultaneously, the Sub Regions will
commnit only elements to that main objective with the remaining elements
assigned other objectives within the respective Sub Neglons. The attacks
on Saigon will be supported by attacks by fire as well as by sapper and
terrorist activity. OSince the GVN will have littla choice but to attempt
to keep the 1life of the city as normal as possible, these activities will
mostly be conducted during daylight hours with the attacks by fire at night.
We can expect increasod intordietion of the main lipes of supply into the
eity, primarily routes 1, 4, and 20, as well as the IONG TATT. shipping chan-
nel, In short, the enemy will attempt to disrupt the city as much as puesihls

f. The 9th VC Division will most likely not participate in the early stages
of the attacks, but will either awasit a favorable opportunity to attack, or
will be committed in a desperation effort at a later time.

g. In conclusion, the enemy's primary objective is still, as it consistantly
has been, the city of Saigon. High ranking FW's and captured documents state
that the enemy considers the period of US elections and the Paris Feace Talks
as eritical to his efforts to cause the withdrawal of the US forces and the
formation of a coalition govermnment, The third offensive is aimed directly
at obtaining his objectives by the exertion of military pressure, The enemy
will therefore attack and attempt to maintain constant pressure on the city
while simultanecusly conducting operations throughout the remainder of the
III Corps Zone. We believe that the first ground action will commence on

or shortly after 1 September 1968." '

5
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ToH Brigoaé INTSUN 261-68, dtd 10 Sgp

n(3) 17 September, source: 25th Inf Div G-2: PW's captured during the
attack on FSB Pope XT546308, 16 Sep 68, report the assault was conducted
by the lst and 2d Battalions of 10lst NVA Regt. The CP location of the
101st NVA Regt is north of Thanh An (XT530378). The two battalions were
dotected before the attack began, One of the four prisomers stated 40

of his company consisting of 60 men were killed or wounded during the
attack, so he ran, All four of the prisoners were from different companies.
The 2d Bn had been in the orea for only three weeks, Over 50% of the Bat-
talion consisted of new replacements. They had come to RVN in infiltration
group 2010, some 500 strong., They had received 3 months of training in
NV, 2d Bn is located in the Boi Loi, one and one half hours march from
FSB Pope. The morcle of the unit is low becauss of B-52 strikes and
artillery, This priscner was 18 years old and of the Buddhist faith. Upon
arrivnl in RUN, all troops were issued new equipment.”

3d Brigade INTSUM: L

Missessment of the current enemy threat: While the enemy maintains the
same capability and geographis dispositions noted last week, he has tem-
porarily sceled down his third offensive, '

(1) There are no indications of any movement away from the Saigon
area, The Dong Nai Regt, the Quyet Thag Regt, and the lst Regt of Sli-4
Wwill probably initiate minor ground actions around the Saigon area, but
will not launch a sustained assault on the city, Sapper and terrorist
patterns will continue,

(2) Though we do not believe the enemy has altered his primary objective, _
that being the assault on Saigon, it is apparent that the schedule to be :
used in that assault has boon subetantially changed. Near the end of August,
a1l indieations pointed to an imminent atiack on Saigon led by the sub-
regional forces and exploited by the 9th VC Div. The attacks on Tay Ninh
and Loc Ninh areas among others, the assaults on the 25th Div by elements
of the 5th VC Div, the reported and indicated southward movement of at
least elements of the 7th NVA Div and finally, the relative lull in activity
the end of August all led to that conclusion, One week ago it becams apparent
that the enemy had altered his plan for a major assault on the capital and
that much smaller scale attacks, if anmy, could be expected. During this
past week it has become clear that the enemy has slowed down his offensive.
Among the poseible explanations for this, two are foremost, First the .
enemy's tactical plan- the wvery heart of his plan was the need to drow !'
friendly forces away from Saigon; that plan failed. Secornd -~ and not so i
clearly knowm - is the extent to which allied operations have hurt his pos-
ture. His forces in SR-3 have certainly been seriously disrupted and this
fact, in itself, moy have forced the current standdown, The 333 NVA Regt i
suffered serious casualties in its engagements with the 25th Div and those

6
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C o —.Lmu#'my—rmrcrua.«grutar ﬂ'ﬁy eould, sustain. Casunltiss
as & result of air strikes are seldon accurately determined, but there
have been reports that they have been heavy., The reports and indications
of the southward movement of the Tth NVA have ceased; the heavy ground
attacks sgainst the US 25th Div have been substantially sealed down, and
the overall level of enemy initiated incidents have declined,

(3) We have concluded that based on the enemy's current operations,

he has been foreed to re-assess his tactics as well as his timetable. The
halt in the cxpected assault on Salgon was itself a change from his previous
pattern. WNever before had he halted or pulled back once committed. This
new found flexibility will likely be repeated in the weeks shend if at all
poesible. He will attempt to become more opportunistie, he will probe for
possible weak spots and he will attempt to exploit any favorsble situation
that might arise,

(4) The eurrent concentration of forces aroumd Trang Bang (101st and
334 NVA Regt, 267 Bn, 269 and D OF Bns, elements of Cu Chi Regt and at
least one Bn of 275th NVA Regt) are indications of major forthcoming activity
in this area designed to decisively engage the 25th US Div, In additionm,
recently received inforpation supgesta that the 9th VC Div has o similar
misaion secondary to its primary mission of conducting operations in the
Soipon aren. We conclude that the enemy's stated objective of destroying
the 25th US v prior to an assanlt on Saipgon has not changed; only the
locole in which that effort will be made has been altered. Instead of
gecking to engage the 25th Div in the vieinity of Toy NHinh, thoe scene has
shifted to the Trang Bang aren. Tt iz expected that the pattern of sectivity
obeerved in Tay Nirh in August will be repaated in the Trang Bang area in
the near future, If the sttacks succeed in drawing forees away from Saigon
er in inflicting extensive damage on the 25th US Div, the assault on Spigon
would likely proceed. If the ottacks in the Trang Bang area felled, it ia
likely that the 5th VO Div will again sithdraw northweard Lo replendsh ite
foroea and plan future operationa.

{5) Coneurrently with the anticipated enemy activity in the Trang Bang
aren, we expect that attacks by fire and ground probes will contimue through-
out the IIT CTZ, Finally, the enemy will increase 10C inberdictiom and mey
attempt to destroy majer bridges.

AUTHENT ICATED EY:
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SyNOpStEoF BATTLE
21 Juno 1968

At 1146 hours vieinity AT430116 A Co 1-506th Inf came under intense enemy
futomntiec and small arms fires from an estimated reinforced Viet Cong com-
pany. At 1148 hours vieinity XT428113 C Co 1-506th Inf began receiving

small arms fire from whot appeared to be same unit 4 Co had contocted. A4
and C Companies maneuvered to sustain comtaect while lipght fire teams, artil-
lery, and tactical airstrikes were directed apgoinst the enemy bunkers, At
1750 houra two platoons A Co 3-107th Inf air assaulted into L3 XT417108,
roceiving murderous enemy fire during the insertion. More tactical nirstrikﬂa
were directed into the enemy complex, At 1BL0 hours remainder of A Co
3-187th Inf nir nssaulted into LZ XT417108 to join twe platoons on ground.
The 3 companies encircled the ehnemy position as darkness closed. Through-
out the night the ensmy probed the encirclement in o futile effort to escape.
drtillery and tactioal airstrikes contimiocusly worked the center of the
oncirclement, At first light the contact area was swept, eliminating the

logt pocket of resistance,

RESTULTS:
Casualties
us ENEMY
o HHA T7 VO EIA (BC)
45 WHA 3 NVA KTA (BC)
11 VC KIA (EST)

AUTHENT ICATED BY:

Enewy Equipment

2 LM
“15 LE=4T7 *

2 lPG=-2

1 9mm Chiecom Pistol
23 Chicom pgrenades

19 NIPG=2 rounds

7 Chicom smoke grenndes
1 Chiecom =adio
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SYNOPSTS TF BATTLE

30 June 1968

At 0100 heurs 30 June 1968 vieinity XT495235 1-506th Inf night position

| received an intense barrage of £0mm mortar, small arms, automatic weapons,

] and RPG fires followed by "human wave" ground attack lsd by sapper units,

] Heavy contoct contimuied for approximately two hours. US troope employed
F0mm recoilless rifle fire with cannister ammmnition, light fire teams,
"Spooky" C-47 gunship, artillery, and organic weapons. Contimuous artil-
lery blocking fires and illumination were employed during the close-quarter
fighting with the sstimated NVA company. At approximately 0300 hours the
enemy retreated. Contact ares was swept at first light.

RESULTS:
Casunlties
s ENEMY
20 WHA 33 NVA KIA (BC)
Enemy Egquirment
12 AK-47
2 IMG
9 [FG=2

20 APG=2 rounds
£5 AE-4T magazines
10 EFD druma
L0 Chicom gremades
13 VC protective mesks
2000 AK rounds
AUTHENTICATED BY s
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25 July 1968

At 0815 hours vicinity XT511219 C Co 2-506th Inf was engaged by estimated
*  enemy platoons in bunker complex later determined %o be NVA battalion.
C Co was conducting reconnaissance in force from night position vicinity
¥1516219, C Co immediately returned fire with organic weapons, light fire
teams, and tactical airstrikes. (S gas was dropped into the enemy posi-
tion, 4 Co 1-506th Inf air assaulted into L2 XT526226 and established
blocking position XT513223. B Co 1-506th Inf air assaulted into LZ
XT50222. and established blocking position XT506227. A Co 2-506th Inf
air assaulted into LZ XT500215, Second 1lift of A Co 2-506th Inf, due
to intense ground fire received during first insertion (6 US KHA and
10 WHA on imitial 1ift) air assaulted into LZ XT502224 and moved overland
to reinforce two platoons on initial lift. A Co pushed into enemy and
established blocking position XT501216. C Co 1-506th Inf air assaulted
in 17 ¥T502224 and established blocking position XT503227. B Co 2-506th
Inf air assaulted into LZ XT502224 and established blocking position
XT502223, D Co 2-506th Inf air assaulted into LZ AT526226 and mowved
overland to blocking position XT508218. B Co 3-187th Inf air assaulted
into LZ XT511228 and established blocking position XT509227. Contact
contimed until first light. Seventeen airsirikes were directed into
enemy position during night, C and D Companies 2-506th Inf eliminated
last pockets of enemy resistance during sweep at first light.

NESULTS:
Casualties
us ENEMY -
13 KHA 38 NVA KIA (BC)
30 WHA 16 NVA KIA (EST)
2 POV
Eriomy Equipment '
5 AK-47
2 RPD

2 32mm mortar tubes
-1 32mm mortar sight
1330 AK rounds

2 &0mm mortar rounds

4 RPG-2 rounds '

1 82mm mortar round

4 Chicom grenades

6 AK magazines

1 RPFD drum

4 Protective mnsks

AUTHENTICATED BY:
dZ&JZ’TﬁM
ROBERT C. CHIFF

CW2, UsA
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g F BATTLE

27 Mupust 1962

At 1038 hours vicinity XT513275 A Co 2-506th Inf engaged en estimated
NVA company. NVA employed small arms, cutomatic weapons, RPG, and mortar

i fires. A Co 2-506th Inf retalisted with artillery, light fire teams, and

| tactical airatrikes., OC Co 2-506th Inf air assaulted in LZ XT520271 to
reinforce A Co, OC.Co established blocking position XT516275. B Co seir
assaulted in LZ XT505275 anml established blocking peaition XT509275.
D Co moved from night positlon XT4L9T245 overlamd to & bloeking position
AT511270. As US troops comtimued artillery bombardment, enemy attempted
unguccessfully to reinforce encircled unit from north, Both forces were
estimated NVA battalions, Heavy contect comtimued throughout the night.
Repsated attempts to penetrate encirclement were thwarted. B Co 2-506th
Inf attempted to sweep enemy position at first light 28 Aupust. Bombard-
ment by artillery, tactical airstrikes, and OS5 pas drops was contimed.
At 1800 hours 28 lugust B Co was still in heavy contact, Contact decreased
to sporadic after increased artillery and airstrike bombardment. it 1230
hours 29 August last pocket of rosistance was eliminated by B Co.

LESULTS:
Cosualties
s RIRMY
16 KHA 105 NVA KTA (BC)
28 WHA 1 NVA KIA (EST)
19 POW
3 Matninmos
Eneny Foquipmont
18 AK-47
3 IIFD
3 RPG-2
2 SES
1 9pm pistol
2 60mm mortars
3 B2mm mortars

2 NPG=T7 rounds
15 RPG-2 rournda
20 Chicom grenades
4 RPD drums
27 AE-47 magazines
21L2 AK rounda

AUTHENTICATED Bt

Bonor L. EXprs’

ROBERT C. CHIFPS
Ciwe, USA
ASST AG
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5 September 1963

At 1226 hours vicinity XT543196 B Co 2-506th Inf engaged what was originally '
believed to be a Viet Cong platoon, Enemy employed small orms, automatic
weapons, end FPG fires. US troops returned fire with organic weapons, artil-
lery, light fire teams, "Spooky®™ C-47 gunship, and tactical airstrikes.

A Co 2-506th Inf air assaulted from FSB STUART into LZ XT538191 and maneuwv-
ered to & blocking position XT537193 to reinforee B Co. D Co 2-506th Inf
(mimus 1 platoon) air esssaulted frem FSB STUART into a L2 XTS50190 and
egtablished a blocking position XT541189. A Co 3-187th Inf air asssulted
from PZ XTE51259 into LZ KT553194 and established blocking position XT550199.
D Co 3-187th Inf air assaulted fram PZ IT&61261 into LZ XT553194 ond established
blocking position XT551151. B Co 2-27th Inf air assaulted into LT XT545203

and established blocking position XT548202, C Co 2-27th Inf air assaulted

into LZ XT545203 and established a blocking position XTS40199. A Troop

3-4th Cav established two blocking positions XT541189 and XT545189, During
insertions units on ground pressed into enemy positions. Enemy strength

revised to estimatocd Viet Cong Battalion, Units established encirclement

from blocking positions as enemy attempted to penetrate. HRepeated violent
cnemy probes were repulsed while artillery wns directed into center of cordon,
it approximately 0230 hours & September the enemy battalion massed its strength
and asseulted the center of the A Co 3-187th Inf sector after intense prep-
aration by mortar fire, 4 three-phnse "human wave" attack broke into the
company command post. For approximately 30 mimutes A Co engaged the enengy

in savage hand to hand combat, Enemy finally broke into area behind A Co

and retrented to the north. Sporadic contact contimed until 0430 hours

& September. Swesp of contaot arez wns comdunoted at first 1ight,

AESULTS:
Casualties
us ENEMY .
91 KHA '+ 103 VC KIA (BC)
41 WHA - _ 38 VG KIA (EST)
v & POW
. 118 Detainees

., Enemy Equipment

9 AE-47
3 AK-50
3 RPD
2 SKs
2 RPG-2
' 500 1ba plastie
AUTHENTICATED BY:

Eor €. ¢ Krr”’

ROBERT C. CHIFFS
CWe, Ush
ASST AG
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sTHoPSTS DF BATTLE

7 September 1963

At 1520 hours C Co 3-18Tth Inf received heavy ensmy small armﬂ ard auto=

matic weapons fires during an insertion vieimty XT560266 while condueting
Bagle Flights north of Cu Chi, C Co returned fire with artillery, light-

{ fire tosms, tacticel airstrikes, amd organic weapons, B Co receiwved fire
from the enemy between its position amd C Co, [HRecon platoon ingerted inte
LZ AT577250 comducting Bagle Flight operations, When G Co came into contact,
recon platoon moved overland to reinforce C Co. D Co, as the Brigade RERF

at Cu Chi, oir sssoulted in LZ XT562264 and moved to reinforce G Co. As

night closed, ell units formed night defensive position at XT560262, Eri-

gode Commander and jump command post ingerted into position for duration
of night. Enenmy force was egtimated botialion, Under direction of Bri-

gnde Commander, enemy position and, axis of withdrawal was pounded with

artillery and tactical airstrikes, <TEhenf retreated and broke contact 0030
o - . I'I-

hours B September, 'y A .
RESULTS: L -
a ll .
_Gaiﬂﬂltlau
i
us s WY
..
12 KHA - r 4L6 K14 (BC)
20 WHA 2 POW
Enemy Equipment
& AK-LT
5 SKS
1RED - .
2 f0mm mortar

y 2 32mn mertar
21'[PG-2 rounds
. 18 &0mm morter rounds
* ' 3 B2mm mpriar rounds
-3 3 Chicom gretades
: 6 AF mines
12 Rifle grepades
& AT mines '
8 Protective mnsks (Iussian)

AUTHENTTCATED BY: 5€5 AR rounds

Ebmr & Chorn

ROBERT C. CHIFYS
CWe, USA
ASST AG
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smzs&nr’ BATTLE

16 Septembar 1568

At 1040 hours vieinity XT523240 16 September D Co 2-506th Inf was engaged

with small arms and automatic weapons fires by an estimated Viet Cong pla-
toon. D Co responded with artillery and all organic weapons fires. Viet
Cong retreated and broke contact 1155 houre., D Co pursund enemy, At 1411
hours D Co came under heavy epesmy small arms and avtomatic weapons fires
vieinity XT520241. Enemy unit wes estimated to be NVA company. D Co employed
light fire teems, artillery, and airstrikes to sustain contact. A Co 2-506th
Inf was extracted from a PZ XT562178 at 1505 hours and air asseulted into

a LZ XT532249, Heavy ensmy fires were received during the insertion. 4 and

D Companies assaulted enemy force, Enemy retreated, breaking contact at

1530 hours,
RESULTS:
Casualtiea
us 150104
5 KHA 31 KA KIa (BC)
T WHA
Enemy Equipment
7 AI-—l-ﬁ.'?

AUTHENTICATED BY:

L2t O L gt

ROBERT C. CHIFFS
W2, T34
ASST AG
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sfmgsﬁ“uf BATTLE
16-17 Septembar 1068

At 2310 hours 16 September an amlmsh patrol from D Co 3-127th Inf, vicin-
ity XT543304, sighted an estimoted 300 NVA moving west to east toward

F5SB POPE. The patrol directed artillery on the enemy unit. Results of

the artillery are unknown, At 2330 heours FSB POPE began receiving heavy
B2om mortar, PG, M-79, automatic weapons, and small arms fires. After
approximotely 5-10 mimutes of heavy assault by fire, a "human wave" ground
attack wos launched against FSB POPE. An estimated two NVA battalions were
involved in the attack. Assault after pssault of enemy was repulsed, Artil-
lery, light fire tcams, toctiesl airstrikes, "Spooky" C-47 gunshin, and
organic infantry weapons were employed, Contact was broken at 0630 hours
when enemy withdraw,

RESULTS:
L] = Eﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂliﬂif |. '-_" . _._.ﬂ
Us : BB E-‘ir
= o= ‘_'
4 KHL : 131 WA kTh (BC)
48 WHA 137 WVA KIA (EST)
4 WVA POW

Enemy Equipment

& AE-50

1 RPD

1 Cerbine (Chicom)

2 RPG=T

1 APG-2

4 C e mines (US)
1 AN/PRC-9 radio

5 Rifle gronades

10 &0mz mortar rounds
3 IPG=T rourds
24 Chicom grenades

1100 AX rounds .
3 HFD drums
20 AK magazines

AUTHENTICATED BY:

ROBERT C. CHIFFS
cwe, USA
ASST AG
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SUMAARY. OF FECOMMEEDATTON FOR AWARD OF PRESIIEWITAL UNIT CITATICN

34 Brigade; 10lst Adirborne Division (Airmobile)y U.S. Army
MISSIOH:

Provide a ready reaction strike forece for entire 25th Imfamtry Ddvision area of

operations in the Traag Bang - Cu Chi area to deny access to avenues of approach
into Saipon.

CONCEPT OF OPERATION:

The enemy infiltration routds and staging aress in the P5th Infantry Division
area of interest will be infterdicted and denied through the condudt of both day
and night heliborme essaults into areas of suspected enemy concentration.

BGICUTION:
The 3d Brigade, 10lat Airborne Division (Airmobile), commenced OPERATION TOAN
TOAIG, PEASE II, on 13 June 1968 by miving to Cu Chi under the operational
control of the 25th Infantry Division., The imminence of the enemy's feared
attack on Saigon established the traditional enemy bese area northwest of Cu

Chi near the Bo Loi end I Bo Woods as the vital corridor of advance and staging
area for potentisl attacls,

The 3d Brigade wes employed a8 en airmobile fast-reacting strike force. On

21 Jme 1958y A Compony, lst Battalion, 506th Infantry, while conducting a
recornaisnance in force mission south of Trang Bang, engeged an estimated enemy
reinforced company, The paratroopers pushed into the enemy position ns C
Company, lst Battalion, 506th Infantry, meneuvered to sustain the contoct., As
the bitter fighting increased and enemy resistance stiffensd, A Compary, 34
Battalion, 187th Infantry, odr ossculted into a landing zone on the enemy's

~immodiate rear, Throughout the night the paratroopers gave battls to the enemy

wntil at first light the lost pocket of resistonce was eliminated. A sweep of
the area revenled 80 enemy dead ond one prisoner,

On 25 July 1968, C Compony, 24 Bottalion, 506th Infantry, engonged on eatimated
enemy battalion northeast of Trang Dang. The eneémy, in conorote omd roclic
hmkers, put forth o fusillade of sutomatic ond heavy machine sm fire, As the
C Company Commander dirsoted tactienl airstrikes) helicopter smships, and
artillery into the feroeious onémy, B Company, 34 Battalion 187th Infantry; wos
inserted to reinforce O Compmny. C Company, let Battalion, 506th Infontry, was
inserted to block the enemyls oxis of withdrawal., 4a the fighting become more
intensey A Compeiy, 24 Battalion, 506th Infantry, waos inserted to flank the
enemy's position, Intense mortor and cutbmatic weapons fire were received during
the Insortien. 9ix poratroope.s dled while off-loading. & md B Companies,

24 Bottaliony 506th Infantry, made daring air assoults into piteh block landing
zones, receiving heavy hostile fire as thoy cssonltod in om effort to cordon

the enomy's positions ond rescue their comrades not 50 meters from the enemy
stronghold. At first light A ond D Companies, 24 Battalion, 506th Infontry,
began to push the doaparate onemy who hed been attempting to infiltrote the
cordon all night, After more than 36 hours of stendy fighting, the paratrocpers
eliminatod the lnst pocket of registmee, Thirty-oight NVA -ore killed by eount
ond 16 TVA by estimatey ond two prisoners were coptured. T batile coat the
paratroopers 13 Icillod nnd 30 wowmded. A prisonecr captured on 27 July revecled
s wdt, Tth Cu Chi Datialion, 268th Regiment, wos involved in the contoet on
25 July, ond his compeny olone had been reduced from 120 to 60-T0 men as o
rogult of the night-long battle, -

The 3d Brigsde Sorenming Bogles continued a relentless pursuit for the next 30
dayay resulting in 193 enomy killed by actusl county 21 prisoners of war, &5

INCIOSTHE L
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dotainccoy two Hoi Chanhs, 49 individual weopons, and 16 crew-served weapons,

Cn 27 Auguat 1968, in a dense cluster of trecs due north of Trang Bang, A Compony,
2d Battolion, 506th Infontry, mode contact with on estimoted MVA bettalica. The'"
enery emploved cutomdtic weaponay RPG'ay and mortor fire in an effort to repulse
the Sereaming Engles, &As tle . Cowmpony Commender directed toctical ocirstrikes
ond artilleryr agoinet the eneny, B ~nd 'C Componies twore inserted to estcblish

o blocking positicn nortih of the enemy. At the some time, D Compony, 24 Bot-
talion, 506tk Infontry, misved to reinforce A Compray. D Company pushed foxrword
into the cnemy positions but wns met with stiff wesistonce, Heowvy contoct
continued throughout tho nisvt wibdle repoqatod attempte by the determined enemy
4o brenk the cordon were ropulsed. Anclysis of the documents copturcd confirmed
the enemy unit to be the 24 Batialion of the 10lst I'VA Regiment. 3d Brigode
casualtiés were 16 killed ~nd 28 wounddd as o resuwlt of two days of bitter -
fighting, The 24 Nattalion, 10lst NVA Regiment) lost 105 VA dead by county

19 priscmexrs of war, threc detainees, 20 individusl weapona, cnd 1l crew-scrved
Weopons .

On 5 September 1968, D Comprny, 2d Datialion, 506th Infantry,; engaged an estie ’
mited VO bottnlion. A dnd D Componies were immedistely inserted to reinforce
thoir fighting comrcdes, DEremy counterattocks repectedly thwarted atitempts to
corplete o seal and effoctivoly reinforce B Company, 24 Bottoliony 506th Infan-
iry. On 6 September 1968, o three-phase hummn wave attack hit the center of
the cordon. Intence hond to hond combat by the mombers of A Company, 3d Bot-
talion, 187th Infontry, cnd the two companice on A Compony!s flonk casued, At
0430 hours, i the face of sporadic small arme fire, the'seal wos once again
complete, and tho rencining members of A Compoanyy 3¢ Battalion, 187th Infantry,
weroc roinforced,’ A sweep of the orco revealed 103 enemy bodies by count, six
prisoners of war, 118 detoinces, 14 individusl woopons,-ond five crew-servad |
woanons. 'The Scrocming Eagles hind lost 31 paratrooperas Idlled ond 41 wownded.,

A roconfigorotion of tihe Brigrde's orec of operotion found the 3d Brigode in
defensive positions along the enemy main line of advance and on the periphery
of the Boi loi Woodz. Idttle contnot déveloped mmtil 16 September 1968, when
D Company, 24 Battclion, 505th Infontry, just north of Trong Dong, cams undor
murderous automatic mmd small arms fire, A Company, 24 Battalion, 506th Infon-
try, cir assaulted copt of the enemy position., While light fire teams lashed
the now encircled dénony, the Scroaming Eagles inched their woy through the hail
of annll orpe fire., Tho onery centiored, lozving 31 WVA bodies strewn on the
battlefield,

As night apnroached, cnemy activity in the Boi Loi Woods increased substantially.
At 2310 hours, 16 September 1958, o patroel from D Componye 3d Battalion, 187th
Infontry, roported more than 300 ¥V moving east toward FSB Pope, due north of
Trung Bong. Artillory fire wos immedintely directed on the unit, At 2330
hours, FSD Popo ¢cne under o ground attock by on estimoted two HVA battolions.
The 3d Battalion, 187th Infentry, componies ond the 24 Battalion, 319th
Artillery, botteries rosponded with a fusill-~de of fire., [eavy contact continued
mtil 0730 hours, 17 September 1968, when tho last enemy assault was repulsed.
The enomy left 264 dead by count on the defemsive cobetecles. Four paratroopers
died in the courngoous cffort and 48 were wounded, ' Subsequent POW and agent
reports substrmtiate the belief that the 34 Brigade, 10lst Adirbome Ddvision,
during OFERATION TOANl THAIG, PHASE II, in the Cu Chi - Trang Bong oroo contrib-
uted significontly to tho feilure of the cnomy's 3d offonsive, Tho Screoming
Bogles of tho 34 Brigrndo necounted for 888 encmy decd by count, 333 encmy dood
by estimate, 44 prisconers of wor, ton Hol Chanhs, ond 322 detaineca, The éoat
of vietory woa grent; 156 poratroopers dicd in action and 533 were wounded,

The Sercaming Eogles had upheld the honor of the 10lst Airborme Division through
a valiant displayr of heroisn ond fortitude,

ota coninined in this sumory ore o mattor of record.
So. '
Fog
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- - Temoquervers; 3d Brigede, 103t A ie Division {(Airmobile)
APO San Frandisco 96383 '
AVDG=-ClA-A v , = 25 Hovember 1968

SUBJTECT: FRecommendation for Award of the Presidential Unit Citation

Commanding General : '
101st Airborne Divisicn (Airmobile}
AP0 San Franciseco 96383

1, The following units of the 3d Brigade, 10lst Airborne Divislon (Airme-
bile) Task Force and attached units are recommended for award of the
Presidentisl Unit Citatiom: :

Headquarters and: Headquerters Company, 3d Brigade, 10lst Abn Div (AM)
15t -Battalion (Adrmobile), 506th Airborme Infantry, 10lst Abn Div (AM)
2d Battalion (Mdrmobile), 506th Airborns Infantry, 101st Abn Div (AM)
3d Bottalion (Afrmobile), 187th Airborne Infantry, 101st Abn Div (AM)
24 Battalion (Adirmobile), 319th Adrborme Artillery, 10lst Abn Div (AM)
C Compeny, 326th Medlcsl Battalion, 10lst Abm Div (AM)
| B Company, 326th Engineer Battalion, 10lst Abm Div (AM)
58th Infantry Platoon (Scout Dog), 10lst Abn Div (AM)
4 Troop, 3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry, 25th Inf Div
C Company, 2d Battalion, 27th Infantry, 25th Inf Div
u Company, 2d Battalion, 27th Infantry, 25th Inf Div
B Compamny, 3d Battalien, 22d Infantry, 25th Inf Div
24 Battnlion, 14th Infantry, 25th Inf Div
25th Infantry DMvision dviation Dattalion, 25th Tnt' Div
187th Assaunlt Helicopter Company
116th issanlt Helicopter
B Company, 24 Battalion, 34th Armor
3d Platoon,  Coo 5C1st Sirnsl Dattalion, 101st 4bn Div (AM)
34 Platoon, mlutpﬁitm-g Police Company, 10ist Abn Div (4M)
3d Platoon, 265th Radio Research Company, 10lst Abn Div (AM)
Team #3, 10lst Military Intelligence Compary, 101st Abm Div (AM)
3d Forvward Element, 10lst Forward Service Support Hlement, 101st Abn Div (4M)
25th Public Information Detachment
19th TASS, United States Adr Force

© 2. The 3d Brigede, 101st lirborne Division (Adrmebile), and attached
unite, while under the operational control of the 25th Infantry Division
from 13 June 1963 until 23 Soptember 196d; distingorished themeolves in
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AVDG-CA-A | 25 November 1963
SUBJECT: Recormendation for Award of the Presidential Unit Citation

combat by repeatedly displaying extraordinary heroism in the face of
intense hostile fire, As an integral part of OPERATION TOAN THANG, PHASE
11, the 3d Brigade was involved daily in bitter engagements with the
enemy. On numerous occasions enemy units of superior size were over-
whelmningly defeated by units of the 3d Brigade. Through intense desire
to succeed, complete disregard for individual welfare, and extraordinary
espirit de corps, the Screaming Eagles sought the enemy in his base areas,
forcing him to flee from his traditional sanctuaries; Throughout OPERATION
TOAN THANG, PHASE II, the paratroopers of the 3d Brigade sought, engaged,
and conquered the enemy. After more than one hundred bloody days and one
hundred long nights of contimous vicious fighting, the formerly impreg-
nable enemy area had been breached and the enemy forced to flee. Due in
large part to the 3d Brigade's relentless pursuit and outstanding courage,
the impending 3d offensive and the assault on Saigon were thwarted.

3. The inclosed documentation further amplifies the detailed performance
of all participating units,

P 10 Inecl » 5. CONMY,
1, Summary of Recommendation Colonel, Infa
2. Battle Synopses (with maps) Commanding

3. Summary of Strengtho and Casualties

L. Participating Units

5. Proposed Citation

C. Consalidated Awards (OPERATION TNAN THANG, PHASE IT)
7. Consalidatod Results (OPERATION TOAN THANG, PHASK I1)
8, 3d Brigade Operation Order 7-63

9. 3d Drigade Frag Orders, 19-63 thru 25-68

10, Extracts from 3d Brigade Intelligence Summaries
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Par""' T. Units assigned and recommended f'" or award of “he Presidential Unit
Citation:
Unde Period Previous US Undt Decorations
HHC, 3d Bde 13 Jun 68-23 68 None
1st Bn (AM), SC5th Abn Inf 13 Jun 68-23 68 DUC 611 Jun Lk

2d
34

e

mmg‘ﬂggi !

Bn (AM), 506th Abn Inf 13 Jun 68-23 nnt. &8

Bn (AM), 187th Abn Inf

DUC 18-27 Dee LL
DUC 6=11 Jun Lk
DUC 18-2T7 Dec Lh

DUC 20-26 Oct 50

Part II. Unitz attached (A) and OPCOR (B) aJJ:l recommended for award of

Undt Fariod Previous US Unit Decorations
and Dates
A. C Coy 326th Med BEn 13 Jun 68~23 Oct 68 PUC 18-27 Dec Lk
B Co, 326th Eng Bn 13 Jun 6823 68 PUC 6-11 Jun LL

Fresidential Unit Citation:

58th Inf P1t (Scout Dog) 13 Jun 68-23 oot 68
3d Plt, B 0¢, 50lst Sig Bn 13 Jun 68-23 Oct 68
3d Plt, 10lst MP Co 13 Jun 68-23 68
3d Plt, 265th Rdo Rsch Co 13 Jun 68-23 Oét &8
Tm #5, 10lst MI Co 13 Jun 68«23 dct 68
3d Fwd Elm, 101st Fwd Sve 13 Jun 68-23 Ot 68

13 Jun 68=23 ﬂqt 68 #NUC (Korea), date unknown

the

PUC 18-27 Dec Ll
Nona g

PUC 18~27 Dec LL
FUC 18=2T7 Dec Lk
None

FUC 18-27 Dec Ll
PUC 18-27 Dec Lk
None

25th PI Det 13 Jun 68-23 O¢t 68

2& Bn {AM), 319th Abn Arty 13 Jun 68-23 Oét 55 PUC 18-27 Dec Lk

19th TASS, USAF 13 Jun 68-23 0¢t 68 MIC 2BJuléS-2BMayt?
Vi MUC 12Mar68~lApr68
5 #VTA 2TAughB-310ct68

Be A Trp, 3d Sadn, Lth Cav 13 Jun 68-23 i::. 68 #JUA 30Janb6-SAprb6
C Co, 24 Bn, 27th Inf 13 Jun 68-23 68 VUA 30JanS6-SAprbs
D Co, 2d Bn, 27th Inf 13 Jun 68-23 Obt 68 VOUA 30Janb6-SApréd
B Co, 3d Ba, 22d Inf 13 Jun 68-23 ﬁ:-h 6B#-HTUA 2TAughB=-310ct68
. POC 21MarsT
2d Bn, lith Inf 13 Jun 68-23 ﬂuil: 68  None
25th Ini Div Avn BEn 13 Jun 68-23 Ogt S8+#unqUA 30Janbb-5Aprss

: MUC 2Apr66
\, VUA 19Jul66
187th Aslt Hel Co 13 Jun 68-23 &8 MIC lJan5T7=31DectbT
116th Aslt Hel Go 13 Jun 68-23 0ét 68 MIC LJanb7-31DectHT
\ VoA 19Julbé
; VUA 220ctb6
VOA L-20Nov65
B Co, 2d Bn, 3Lth Arm 13 Jun 68-23 éct 68 None

# DUC (Distinguished Unit Citation); WUC (Maval Unit Citation)
## 1st P1t of Trp A, PUC pending 18 Aug 68 -Eﬂﬂapﬁﬂﬂalﬂtr&thispnrtlmﬂf
period from 'hhiﬂ recommandation
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" - SUMMARY OF STRENGTH AND CASUALTTES

Friendly Forces’

Totals Assigned KHA WHA MHA
3000 (avg strength 156% 553%# 0

organic units)

*Total casualties of all participating friendly forces

Enemy Forces

Estimated Strength Body Count Probable Casualties
4000 888 S LK

AUTHENTICATED BY:

QMZ.-{L’-’J

ROBERT C, CHIPPS
N M, USA
ASST AG
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force, rendering it ineffective for future combat operations. By decisively de-
feating the enemy in two separate engagements, Companies B and C contributed
significantly to the success of operation SAM HOTUSTON. The dedication, tire-
less efforts and individual bravery exhibited by the members of thess units
raflect grent credit on them and the Armed Forces of the United States,

HI__THE " CITATI Award of the
Presidential [Fnit Citation {Army) by the President of the United States of

America to the following units of the Armed Forces of the United States is
confirmed in accordance with paragraph 194, AR 672-5-1. The text of the cita-
tion, signed by President Richard Nixon on 10 May 1971, reads ns follows:

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United States
and as Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the United States, I have
teday awarded

THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY)

FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM
TO THE
IND BATTALION, s06TH ATREORNE INFANTRY
AND TO THE
SRD BA'
3RD BRIGADE, 10153T AIRBORNE DIVISION
UNITED STATES ARMY

The@nd Battalion, 506th Airborne Infantry and the 3rd Battalion, 18Tth ~
Airborne TnFanfry dafingushed themeTyer By EXCTAOIATATY Terofom In agion—
mst hostile forces in the vicinity of Tran :
Republic of South Vietnam, during the period 15 June 1988 to 23 Septemibe
1868, As a reaction force these units repeatedly deployed into amas of ]:ue“]r
y concentration to destroy his thrusts against Seigon from the Trang '
Bang area west of the capital. Mounting darving day and night combat nssaults,
these battalions relentlessly sought, engaged, and pursued the enemy, inter-
digting his infiltration routes and smmshi:ng his staging areas. Despite heavy
casualties and frequently numerically superior enemy forces, the men of thess
battalions routed insurgents and North Vietnamese Army main force units
and drove them from their traditional sanctuaries near the Cambodian border.
In their widespread operations, the battalions were responsible for eapturing
numerous prisoners, confiscating or destroying tons of enemy equipment, and
inflicting devastating casualties on the hostile forces. Throughout these oper-
ations the men of the 2nd Battalion, 506th Airborne Infantry, and the 2d
Battolion, 187th Airborne Infaut.r}-, displayed exemplary esprit and an
unwavering commitment to mission accomplishment which inspired them to
uncommon feats of gallantry and saerifice. Their demonstrated determination.
devotion to duty, indomitable courage, and extracrdinary heroism nre in keep-
ing with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great cradit
on the men of thess units and the Armed Forces of the United States,

IV__MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION. By divection of the Secre-
tary of the Army under the provisions of parageaph 208, AR 672-5-1, the Meri-
torious Unit Commendation is awarded to the following units of the United
States Army for exceptionally meritorious achievement in the performance of
outstanding service during the period indicated :
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