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5058TH PRCHT. INF. 2 Fias

UNIT AFTER ACTION REPORT. .;ﬂ g

After three alerts for operations which were cancelled, this
rsgiment was alsrted on 14 Sept 1944 for Operation "Market".
Jovemsnt to dsepearture alrdromes was accomplished with no troubls
during daylight 15 September 1944. Regimental Headquarters Company,
13t Battalion and 2nd Battalion clcsed at Membury Alrfield. 3rd
Battallon and Service Company (Jumpers) at Chilbolton Airfield,
both in Southern England. Gliders were to depart from thres air-
flalds: Chilton, Ramsbury and (reenham Comnonss. The Jjumping
echelon of ths regiment was to drop between H plus 16 minutus to
B plus 20 minutes. The gliders were to land at H plus 50 m_nutes
(6 glider loads) and 2o glider icads were to land on D plus 1.
Seaborne echelon was to joln the regilment on the other side at
about D Pluﬂ 6

The 15th and 16th of Septewber 1944 was spent in brieflng of
ren and officers, and u~Day was Jdesignated as’ 17 September 1944.
The mission assigned tils reglment was:- to selze three briiges at
zon crossing tne Wilkewlns Canal and then to proceec South o
Eindhoven and seize thiee vital bridges in the .center of town for
vse of the British 30ti: Corps ii thsir advance North towards the
fhine. The mission was & clear cut Alrborne Mission and the general
feeling in the Reglment was that the Job could be done 1f the regl-
ment landsd on the correct DZ.

The 506th Parachute Infantry with one (1) platecon Co. "C"
326th A/B Engr. Bn. attached planned to anaumplf-rEE{'L'“a 3 miaa%n
as follows:

The lst Bn. with the platoon of Engrs. attached was to assign
one (1) rifls company to each bridge and to dispatch-units of the
rifle company to the bridges as they passed through a check point
on the DZ. The lst Bn. planned to seize these bridges and hold them
until relieved by slemsnts cf the 502nd Parachute Infantry. _

The 2nd Br. was to assemble on the Eastern edge of the DZ and
move out at J plus one with Regt'l. Hq. and 3rd Bn. followhg, and
proceed directly to Eindhoven to selze the three vital bridges therse
with support of the balance of the Regiment. Ths lst Bn. was to
fall into the rear of the 3rd Bn. as i1t passed the Zon bridges. -~ _

i-ﬂ_-‘._-_ v

The plan was te ssize the Eindhoven hridgua by approaching the
town from the Northeast. It was anticipated that Eindhoven would

be reacked by 2000 hour D Day. C—




e D-Day - 17 September 1944

D-Dey was overcast at the airfield. This unit ate Breakfasat
at 0600 hour and moved out to the planes at 0730. Station time
was 0920. The flight took off.at 1025 hour. The. flight was
unsventful over England, the English Channel, France and Belglum.
nood formations were kept. We passed yellow panels designating
5000yards to the rear of the front lines. Shortly after paasing
the front line, small arms fire was recelved by portions cf the
reglment. Approximately five minutes from the DZ heavy flak was
recelived by the formation. Regtl. Hq. planes were heavieat hit.
Tt is believed four planes wers hit sufficiently to make them
crash. Two planes caught fire and crashed on the DZ. Desplte the
heavy flak formations were not broken even though some planes were
afirea. Planes were slowed to jumping speeds and the parachutists
~were dropped - All except ons AL . omrn - DL
on the correct DZ 1600 yards Northwest of Zon. The Alr Corps should
recelve a great deal of credlt for the excellent dropping of para-~

chutists. In copsideping allidrops made by this
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combat, this was Ena best the unit has ever had.

After landing on the DZ assembly ﬁﬁnuuuﬂuﬂ according tﬁ plan
with no opposition except occasional mortar fire which tock no

known casualtles. Iment was 80% asscmbled in one hou E
At this time the Reglment recelv r and pro- b

_a -
ceeded to the 2nd Bn. to inquire why they hadn't moved out. It |
was found that the Bn. CO hadn't arrived yet, so Lt. Helliger was |
put in commsnd until he arrived and told to move the Battalion w0
out on 1ts mission. This was done at J plus 90 minutes. ~ C L
— " i
The regiment moved out in order 2nd Bn., Regt'l. CP, Regt'l.
Hq & Hq Co, 3rd Bn. The 2nd Bn. movad without incident to the
center of Zon. At this pnintLghnx—aann_nndarmsmnll_arma_anﬁ_ﬂﬂuulU’f!
diaI=purjjosé gun fire. The 2nd Bn. manueversd and knocked cut 3
tkls res'stance but before they could reach the bridge it wes i
blown by the retreeting Germana. The 2nd and lst Bns. both ;
reached thé bridge site at approslmately iLus same time, 1500 hours,— |
and vue lsL Bn. Luwwedlauvely sWaw 4 Cobachie.. under the tommund cf t
Me jor Larrade across thoe Wiihelwiva Canal .o establlish e briligehead. |
While the detacnment frum ihe lov Bn. protected the bridge site a |
mekeshift bridgs was coustiucteu 0y the Erjlocaer Platoon uncduyr the
supsrvision of (he Reglwental Juwaander, Division Commander, and
members of the Divislion Stuif. <f[he bridge was completed at 730 \M-—
and the reglient starte. to cro.. in order of 1lst Bn, BR, : /

|
|

Regtl Hq and Hq Co, 3rd Bn. (rossing was completed at 0100,
12 september 1944. -

p—

The regiment was to advance to a point 1500 yards south of :
the bridge site and set up a defense facing south with 2nd Bn en /
the left with their right flank at(BOKT)and the 3rd Bn on the right f
with thelr left flank at BOKT. 1lst was to be in reserve and
furnished one platoon of "A" Co dge. "a" co

furnished one platoon as"IHyIslon P ge ~ The lat Bn, 2nd

Br, ard Regt'l JHq and Hq Co were in positlon by 2300 hours. The ?

Srd Bn was still moving across the bridge and into position at .

2400 hours. — 2 gl ]
_--"'-_-___--_-_--.-_

- D-Day plus 1 - 18 September 1944

L

During the night orders were received from Divislon to pro-
ceed con the original mlssion of selzing %mHQHEH_at lat light.
There was some confusion as to when 1lst light came so inatead of
moving out at 0530. the .regiment started its move to EINDHOVEN at
0600 in the order 3rd Bn, 2nd Bn, Regt'l Hq and Hq Co, lst Bn.

The 3rd Bn proceeded down the maln road overcoming scattered
resistance on the way. Thls movement proceeded orderly and rapidly
to WOENSEL on the outskirts of EINDHOVEN where the 3rd Bn was held
up by small arms and dual purpose gun fire at 0900. The attack
seemed to bog down, so at mﬂ—-‘%‘ﬂﬂ—mﬂc—
mission of moving around the 3rd Bn's left fl o EINDHOVEN
with the 3rd Bn. At 1130 hour radioc contact was made with the -
guards Armored DIivTrimr—{Sri—mmwing Up south ol EINDHOVEN, and at

200 hour General Higgins and Colonel Sink made physical contact
with a Recon patrol from the Guards (Armored) about 5000 yards

North of EINDEOVEN. The main body of this Divislion was reported
about five miles bslow EINDHQVEN fighting agalnst stiff resistance.

From the time the 2nd Bn was committed until 1215 contact with
them was 1ﬂﬂtl but at this time g radig-m

3_bridges in EINDHOVEN but had not
mafde—eo rd | ] They also raported the city clear
of enemy. The balance of tHé'Regiment moved into town and set up
a defense facing the south and east. 2nd Bn to the east, 3rd Bn

to the south, and lst Bn 1irn reserve and protecting the two main
br idgﬂ 2 : i

=




Toe movement 1nto thée citly wesd made .very dlillcult Dy Ths.
sverwhelmring welcome accorded the regiment by the populars of
JINDHOVEN. The atreets were Jammed with clvillans waving orange
sunting and attempting to get souvenirs from the soldisrs. They
tried to touch each soldler by way of expressing their deep gratli-
~ucde.

By 1500 hour all units were in positlon and at 1830 hour
alemants of the Guards grmored (Br) started moving through the
21ty from the south. This completed the miasion assigned this
reglment before the drop. Cur misslon now was to secure thes flanks
of the corridor from Eindhoven to the Wilhelmina Canal.

P i 5 o

D-Day plus 2 - 19 3September 1944

¥ The regiment remained in position all morning. During the
zér:.ling we recalved orders from Diviaslon to take up_sn _axberdsd
5 d

fense. 'ﬂ%gn_anwmm_ugwdnum- "ord*Bn :t
EERSEth’-’I}._m..aight mlles to the West. l1lst Bn 1w reserve three -

ailss to_the Wsst of the city. At 0850 hofff one squedron Ifrom
the 15/19 pArmored Reziment (tanks) and one squadron from the Royals
(Recon) reported in as attached to the Regiment. "A"™ Company leas
one platocn was orgalnzed to ride the tanks as ® task force. At
1400 all units moved out towards ihelr positions. During the
afternoon many and varied ruwors of from 100 te 300 German tanks
approaching the clty were recaived and about 1700 hours the

qﬁf”f-

eivilians started to run for cover and all TH& orange bunting di
apreered. Patrols reported a large enemy force in NUMEN to the
Northeast and at 1900 Division ordersed I8t Bh TO procoed Lo Zon
brldge to help hold the bridge against heavy enemy counterattacks.
At 1915 2nd and 3rd Bns wers recalled to a clcse-in defense cf the

city. 2nd Bn to oecupy and defend TONG to the Forthesst and
Srd Bn to occupy and defend the TITy proper and bridges.

o —

At 1945 enemy planes came over and df'nppad flarss and sub- _ —r
jected the city to a fairly heavy bombing. Fortunately, only ;"_F:
three men were bit in Reglmental FHeadquarters Company.

D-Day plus 3 = 20 September 1544

Lt. General Brereton, First sAlrborne Army Commander, spent
the morning in Colonel Sink's office and conferred with Gmneral
Taylor. The regiment with attachments of one aquadron of tanks
with "A"™ Co (-) and one of Recon, less lst Bn in poslition for close
in protection of EINDEOVEN. German Infantry supported by tanks (
are found by early morning patrols in the :
squadron with "A" Co was dispatched to the NEDERWETTEN area, and.
16 more tanks with "E" Company were ordered to proceed to NUNEN.
Two tanks were lost in the NUNEN aresa and the attack bogged down
80 F Company with another squadron of tanks formed another task
force to move up a parallel roed toward NUNEN. Darkness came be-
fore the attack was fully .launched so 211 units were called back :
to EINDEOVEN to rearm and furnish protection for the town during
the night. The lst Bn under Division comtrol was in pealtlion at 'l/
ZON during the day. During the day a report was recelved that
2000 Germang wished to surrender at BEST, (Captain Meason and
Captain Fﬁhmm Commandant but he would

not aurt'anl:lar__. The actlons of the Bettalions are as follows:

D=Day plus 4 = 21 Septamber 1944

The lst Bn less A Co remalned at Z0N under Division control. ‘

3ré Bn reimrI¥ST In posrtrofMTclose-in protection of « 2nd

Bn less one platoon remained at TONGELRE. D Gnmpmﬁvi aygn NUNEN and
occupied the town. "A" Company moved to NEDERWETTEN with tank™ =
support and occupled the town. During the day one platoon of I Co.

was sent to BEST to try and get the Germmn garrison to surrender,

but sgaln the Germans refused to surrender. The British 8th Corps
advanced in the east to NUNEN - GELDROP at ebout 1700. The British
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12th cerps on the West are still taking WINTERLE at all coats. At
1900 orders were 1ssued for the 3rd Bn to move by foot and motor

to ggﬁ_giﬂﬁg;ggf and constitute Diviston reserve. The 3rd Bn moved,
out 8 arrlving at ST OEDENRODE at 0330, 22 September 1944. 4,
R

| puring the afternoon a warning order was issued by the
Division for the Reglment leas the 1st Bn_to move to UDEN to T
occupy and defend this town. The Reglmental CO made a recon-
naissance and found that there were no friendly troops 1n UDEN
so plans were made to move a detachment of approximately man

with supporting weapons to UDEN early the next mornirg and move the

balance of the Regiment bngbggﬁlﬂ_latﬂn_inqth&umﬂrning;:‘?“
D-Dsy plus 5 - 22 September 1944

last Bn waa Jjolned hyﬁ%ﬁgg_&%_%ﬂﬂ_ﬂnd remained under Divislon-
controlsy The Regiment st ving at 0900 with Regimental Hq R
and Hq Co and detachment from 2nd Bn moving into UDEN 1n all .types,
shupes and sizes of transportatlion. - Ths Regimental cp, Regt'l -
Hq Co arrived at UDEN at 1025 hours Detachment of 175 msn from
ond Bn arrived at 1135. The above unit-under command of Lt. 7ol
Cchsse was isolated in UDEN until 1700 hour the following day.-
Thay were subject to emem. patrols, rumors, and _artillery fire
during this time. Fortunately, this unit occuplied the town and
patrolled vigorously, killing a few Germans on petrol, and generally
gave the impression of belrg a larger force which discouraged any
at-acks oi the town by ths Cormans.

. G e

_.2nd Bn FEq Co, F Co and one platoon of E Co moved out at about
1040 “for DEN biE WeTs haltel by the Reglmental CO et VEGHEL at :

1215 to support the 50lst PI who were belng attacked TIOmr~tHe Easat.
This porticn of the 2nd Bn went into positions astride the VEGHEL-

UDEN highway and almost immediately were subjected to an attack

By ehermy infantry supported by tanks. The 3rd Bn arrlived at
VEGHEL sid wad pur In réserve ab,_ladQ.hour.)/ In the meantime, the
bridge across the ZUID WILLEMS CANAL was threatened from the NW
end folonel Sink was requested by General MacAullffe to take
command of its defsnse. The Demolitions Platoon was ordersd to
proceed to the bridge and on the way to the brldge D Company was
found detrucking in VEGHEL.® This was about 1400. D Company with
capt. Shettle, Bn Exec Off, in command, was told to repulse the
ensmy moving in from the NW. D Co moved forward snd ejected the
enemy from the area, taking many prisoners. AL 1500 G Co ariived
and was_put into a defensive position to the SE.  The 527th GIIdsr
Tnfantry relleved these units at 1600. The 5rd Bn (-) remaired
in reserve during night. Company furnished security for
the RR bridge over the canal and 2nd Bn remained in a dsfensive
position to the NE of VEGHEL astride the VEGHEL-UDEN highway.

T

D-Day plus 6 = 23 September 1944

The 2nd Battalion remained in a defensive position to the KE
of VEGHEL astride the VEGHEL-UDEN road. The 3rd Bn was moved from
reserve position to position on the left of 2nd Bn at 0900.
Artillery fire on the town continued all dey. During the morning
plans were made for a counterattack. This counterattack jumped
off at 1500 with 2nd Bn, supported by tanks, attacking astrlde the
UDEN=-VEGHEL road, 3rd Bn following and 2nd Bn, 501 PIR attacking
on the right. The attack progressed for 2000 yards with slight
resistance where our forces met a force from the Guards Armored
Division who were moving to the south to help open the road.

The 2nd Bn was ghen told to proceed south to HEUVEL sweeplng
the area. The 3rd Bn was to proceed south on their right sweepling
an area from the 2nd Bnts right flank to the town of VEGHEL. This
movement was accomplished and a few prisoners taken. A defense
was set up facing east from HEUVEL, 2nd Bn on line, srd Bn in
 reserve. 1lst Bn remained under Division control durlng the day.

—
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D-Day plus 7 - 24 September 1944

Regiment received orders to move to UDEN at 0600. 0630 hour
3rd Bn moved out follcowed by Regt'l Hq Co and 2nd Bn. 1lst Bn
moved independently and arrived UDEN at 0830. Regiment went into
defense of town 3rd Bn to NW, lat Bn to E, 2nd Bn in reasrve.

EfEEI_EluI*E - 25 Saptember 1944

At 0030 Division Liason QOfficer brought orders to UDEF for
the 506th PIR to move to VEGHEL to open the road south of VEZEEL
where 1t had been cut again. The Tnit Commanders recelved the
order at 01l30. The Reglment was to-pasa the IP at 0345. Orier
of march: 3rd Bn, lst Bn, Regtl Hq and Hq Co, 2nd Bn. Colurn
arrived at VEGEEL at 0530 and walted for orders on the NW of town.

Orders were received for an attack astride the VEGHEL~S3T.
OEDENRCDE Highway to toe South. The attack jumped off at 08.0
with 3rd Bn leading, with one-half squadron tanks attachgd, and
1st Battalion following co the right rear - 2nd Bn in resserve.

At 1130 the 3rd Bn was held up so as the lat En was needed to
protect tae right flank of the regiment and was to make contuct
‘with the 501 PIR on the right the 2nd Bn with one-half aquadron
tanks attached were committed to make a wide flanking movement

to the laft. This attack progressed slowly because of many rumors
of friendly forces in the 2nd Bn area; ao darknesa came wth JIrd

Bn and lat Bn on line fscing South and 2nd Bn faclng West wiih
contact batween 2nd and 3rd Bns. Plans were made durling the night
forr the 2ad and 3rd Bns to make 2 coordinated attack in the morning.

D-Day plus 9 - 26 September 1944

The attack jumped off at 0730 with 3rd Bn moving forward
1000 yards then the 2nd Bn to attack N across their front. This
attack was accomplished with no enemy resiatance. The mission
was accomplished at 1200. At thkis time orders were recelived to
move the regiment back to UDEN with same mission of occupation
and defenssa.

The Regiment moved out on foot at 1500 arriving at UDEN at
1730, lat Bn to E, 3rd Bn to W, 2nd Bn in reserve.

D-Day plus 10 - 27 September 1944

2nd and 3rd Bns remained in same position. 1lst Bn changed
to a defanse facing Southwest.

D-Day plus 11 - 28 September 1944

- lst Battalion defending TDEKX from the southwest, 2nd Bn in
Reglmental reserve, 3rd Bn defend UDEN froxm Northwest.
Regimental Commander sends Liason Officer (Ceptaln Meason) to
contact the British (viclinlty of HEESCH) to get their situation.

One Squadron British tanks (44 armored) attached to Regiment
a8 of D plus 9, 26 Septemner 1944.

Commanding Officer crders 2nd Battallon to rslisve 3rd Battalion
at 0600 hour, D plus 12, 29 Septembsr 19544.

D-Day plus 12 - 29 September 1944

end Battalion relieves 3rd Battalion defending Northwsat UDEN,
alrcraft over Regimental aree at 2300 hour. No damage re=-
orted. Other than the enemy maircraft this period was quiet.
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g\ég_ plus 13 - 30 September rS44

Regiment defending UDEN. No recent contact with the enemy.
ond Battalion defends Northwest of UDEN. 1lst Battallon defends
gouthwest of UDEN. 3rd Battelion in Regimental reserve and main-
taining contact patrols East of UDEN. 32lst Glider FA Battalion
and Battery "B" 8lst AA Battallon in direct support of Reglment.

.ETD“I Elua li.' 1 pctober 1944

gituation unchanged from 30 September 1944. Regiment alarted
at 1330 hour for possible move. Meeting of Combat Team Unlt
nommancers called for 1800 hour and instructions issued for
possaible move.,

EHDH{‘E}EE 15 = 2 October 19044

The Combat Teem {(consisting of 508th Parachuts Infantry,
321st FA Battalion, Batterises "AM "BM "ph hgh WM 81st* AA Bn and
"atcompany 326th Alrborne Englneer Battalion) moved by motor from
UDEN to NIJMEZEN commencing at 1000 hour. The move was completad
at 1600 hour. The Combat Team is in reserve for the 82nd Alrborne
pivision. The lst Battalion is alerted and 1s to be prepaired to
move out on flfteen minutes notlce. :

orders received .o relleve the 214th British Brigade .n
position nopthwest of NIJMEGELN on D plus 16, 3 Qctober 194i.

Combat Team Commender 1ssued movement order at 1800 hour.
Movement to commence at 1100 hour on D plus 16.

Enemy aircraft bombed Combat Team area at 1400 hour causing
cesualties and damage. Enemy overhead agaln at 2100 hour and 1s
fired on by many AA guns. No bombs dropped.

D-Day plus lﬁ = 3 October 1944

Combat Teem commences move to vieinity of ANDELST-2ETTEN at
1300 hour. Transportation shortage caused four hour delay, and
move completed at 1830 hour.

Relief of 214th British Brigade completsd at 2100 hour end the
British unit moves out.

1st Battalion in Combat Team reserve, assembly area 1n viclnity
of ENDELST-ZETTEN Railroad station. 2nd Battallon with Battery npn
8lst AA Battalion attached defends north along south side of NEDER=
HUN River from the eastern edge of OPHEUSDEN, line running along the
dike to a point 600 yards west of HETEREN. 3rd Rattalion (less "I“
Company), Eatteries "B" and "D" 8lat AA Battalion attached, defends
west from eastern edge of OPHEUSDEN, line extending south from
.. OPEEUSDEN to the railroad. M"I" Company defsnds in the vieinity of
DODEWAARD, -




'E-M plus 17 - 4 October 1944

3rd Battalion reported enemy attempting to cross the river
NEDER=-RUN at 2105 hour, 3 October 1944. our artillery prevented
this crossing. 3rd Battalion receivedenemy artillery ané mortar
fire throughout the day. ; : -

No actlion reported in the 2nd Battalion sector.

1st Pattalion reported twelve rounds of enemy artillery falling
in thelr area at 1500 hour.

D-Day plus 18 = 5 October 1944

Enemy attacking in 3rd Battalion sector (OPHEUSDEN) at 0200
hour. At 0600 hour enemy attacking in strength alcng 3rd Bn entlire

front. 3rd Battalion reporta anamgausing civilians as a screen for
their advance. Medium nttillarr shelling Combat Team Command Post
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at 0700. Combat Team Comnander and S-3 depart for 3rd Battalion g%
0730. The enemy continuss to prass the attack and the 3rd Rattalion
‘commits 1ts reserve at 0845 hour. The lst Battalicn (less one
company) with a troop of tanks attached orderad to move to the
vielnity of Srd Battallon Command Poat at 0800 hour. At 0830 hour
the 2nd Battalion reported that they wers in contact with en
estimated company of 8S Troops. This Battalion, with the help of
supporting artillery, elther anihilated or discouraged any further
attempt by the S3S at this time. "“E" Company reported seven enemy
captured 1n their areas. The prisoners are en route to ‘the Combat
Teaemr PWE at 0820 hour.

<nd Battalion reported that they wers belng shellsd by what
arpeared to be a rallway cun located north of the River NEDER-RIJN.
S5rd Battalion reports th:iy are belrng hard pressed (at 1000 hour) by
approximately a reinforced company in "I"™ Company's sector and they
are now putting artillery on the enemy. MWMessage recelved a2t 1020 hour
that the Commarding Officer of the 3rd Battallon, Major Oliver M.
Horton, had been kllled in astion.

4/7 Tank Squadron ordered to move to the viecinity of 3ad
Be.ttallon Commend Poafi a. L120 hour to assist the 3rd Battalion.

At 1210 hour the 2nd. Battalion reports aﬁpruximataly 102
enemy attacking their right flank, but 2nd Pattalion reportas they
heve theri "right where t .oy want thenm".

At 1420 hour 3rd Battalion reports three enemy tanks with
supporting Infantry are advancing on their left flank. The sup-
perting artillery (32Lst Glider FA Battalion) and 79th British Fa
Regiwent are firing on the advancing tanks end Infantry.

At 1435 hour Batterles "AM™ and "B" .8lat 4A Battelion ordered
tc report to Combat Team Commender at 3rd Battalion Command Post
immediately.

EXecutive 0fflcer and party from 5th DCLI (British) arrive at
Combat Team Command Post and Combat Team Executive Offlicer sends a
gulde to point out their assembly area. This Pattslion 1s now
attached to Combat Team at 1430 hour. C(Contact reported eatab-
lished between 506th and 501st Parachute Infantry Rzagiments at 1445
hour. General Browning, Asslatant Army Commander, visited Combat
Team Command Post at 1510 hour. (Command Post alerted to move at
iﬁgﬁ hour and the advance party for the Command Post departed at
805 hour.

Combat Tesm Command Post closed in new location at ZETTEN
‘t 1'?4:5 hﬂuri : ] ; -

"I" Company reported thay are being attacked from the west
and their left flank has been turned by an estimated one company of
enemy. At 1900 hour "I" Company reported they had repelled the
attack and had destroyed thelr position. At this time the Combat
eam Commander ordered the following changes in the dispositions of
he Combat Team: 3rd Bettalion to move ("G" "H" and Hq Co) south of
he rallroad and take up positions on "I" Company's right flank ex-
ending north through the railrcad contacting the lst Battalion.
st Battalion was given that part of the section extending north
om the rallroad through the eastern edge of OPHEUSDEN to NEDER=-
IJN Rlver. Thils line ran roughly from south to north - DODEWAARD
ilroad station near OPHEUSDEN, 200 yards east to west inside
PHEUSDEN, to dike along NEDER=RIJN River.

<nd Battalion sector unchanged from that of D plus 16.
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Dispositicn of Combat Team as of 2000 hour lsft to right
facing the west: "I" Company, one platoon "B"™ Company 326th AB
Engineer Battalion, "H" Company with "G" Company iIn Battellon
reserve, lst Battalion MA"™ "B" and "C" Companies, 2nd Battalion
{left to right facing north) "p" "EM™ and one platoon "F" Company.
gt company (-) in Battalicn reserve. 5tll Battallion Duke of Corn-
wallts Light Infantry (British) in Combat Team resserve. 321lst FA
Battslion end 79th FA Reglment (British), one squadron 33 AT (British)
and Datteries "AM "E" """ glst’ AA Battalion in direct support.

puring the night, vigorous patrolling was to be maintained by
all front line units, end supporting artillery lald docwn harrassing

fire.

lat Buttallnﬁ rapoirved small ampunt'nf mortar fire during the
night and 2nd Battalion .eported o actlon.

| D-Day plus 19 - 6 October 1944
| Lty e o) .
| purirg the night the enemy moved into the rallroad station
nesr OPHEUSDEN and by cewn they were 1n positions astrlide the
proud-railroad intersection. "g" Company was ordered to attack
Wast elong the north sid- of the rallroad and retake the station
and intersectlon. This ~ttack was successful for approximately
600 yards. At this time "H" Company was pinned down and to pre-
vent their left flank from being exposed, "G" Company had to nalt.
The enemy 1n estimated strength of one regiment attacked two
Rattalions abreast astride the rallroad. Thus, the lst and 3rd
3attalions came under heavy fire of all types. The 3rd Battallon
held their ground, but the lst Battallion had to pull back to the
eastern edge of QPHEUSDEN. The lst Battalion was order to hold
thelr present positions until noon, which they did, and the 5th
Battalion DCLI would move up on their left flank at this time. The
combat Team Commander ordered a counterattack to commence at 1230
hour. Recause of numerous delays the attack did not begin until
1345 hour, followlng a fifteen minute artillery prepasration. The

plan was as follows:

1lst Battalion on the right, 5th Battalion DCLI on the left, with
the main east-west street of OPHEUSDEN as the boundary. The attack
#as to proceed through the town of OPHEUSDEN to the western edge
and deny the enemy the use of the town. The attack moved forward
about 300 yerds where extremely heavy enemy artillery and mortar
fire stopped it. During this attack the enemy was infiltrating
around the lst Pattalion's right flank and the British left flank.
Roth Battalions had to withdraw their flanks to meet this threat.
Under exlsting circumstances 1t was impossible to evacuate the
wounded . O ] : : : :

At this time word was received that supporting aircraft
(Typhoons) would attack a ferry slip just north of OPHEUSDEN, and
any target that could be marked with red smoke also would be
attacked on a three minute notlce. :

Results of the attack: Ground retaken which enemy had galned
sarly in the morning. : :

The 3rd Battelion 327th Glider Infentry Regiment 1s attached
to the Combat Team. The Combat Team Commander used this Battallon

as follows:

After dark the battalion was to occupy a line approximately
1200 yards in rear of the lst Battalion and the S5th Battalion DCLI.
when the 327th Battalion is in positlon, the 5th Battallon DCLI
and the lst Dattalion 506th are to withdraw, in the order listed,
to a position in rear of the 327th Battallen.
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. The 5th Battalion DCLI wag relleved from the Combat Team as
spon as the withdrawal was affected. Thla was a very delicate
naneuver to execute, as the British Battallon could nct withdraw
in any directlion without empoding the lst Battallion'a left flank,
and the 1st Battalion could not withdraw without exposing the
pritish Battalion's right flank. THis would leave the British
Rettalion with both flanks exposed, and since the l=st Battallon
right flank was anchored to the NEDER-RIJN River 1t was decided
tc wlthdraw the British Battallon flrst to Dbe followed by ths lsat
Battallon 506th.

The withdiawal of the British wes ecompleted by 2300 hour.
Apparently the enemy was unaware or incapable of taking advantage
of the exposed flank of the lst Battallion.

The withdrawal of both units and the svacuation of all wounded
wen complated by 0230 hour, D.plus 20,

- The lst Battalion moved to an assembly area ebout 200 yards
eant snd o the rear of the Battaiion of the 327th arriving there
at 0430, » plus 20.

The attack directed at the Ird Battallon early in the day was
broken up due to excelleua:¢ obsesivatlon for mortar and artillery
fire. Tha open terraian afforded good fields of fire for the 3rd

Bal;talion's small arms.
ond Battalion repo:iuad a relatively quiet day.

pispositions: 3rd Battallon S05th parachute Infantry, Jrd
Batctalion 327th @glider Infantry, and 2nd Battalion $06th Parschute
Infantry on the llne. ond Battalion 327th Glider Infantry in
Combat Team reserve, and lat Battalion 506th moving into assembly
araa for reorganization. - d




D-Dey plus EE.' 7 october 1944.

The enemy, ostimated strength of one battallon, launched an
attack at about 0100 hour along the railroad which was the boundary
hetwoen 3rd Battalion 506th and zrd Battelion 327th. The enemy
overran a platoon of the 3rd Battalion 506th in position along the
rellroad. The 3rd Battallon 508th had to withdraw about 400 yards
so as to shorten their lines in order to stop the atbtack. Aiout
200 enemy succeeded in getting through the 3rd Battallon's llnes
and continued thelr advance east along the railroad. The enemy
apparently was without a clearly defined objective. Ths last Bn
506th, now resting and reorganized in the assembly area about
900 yards east of and 1n the rear of 3rd Battalion 327th, at day-
1ight observed a force of about 250 men moving towards thelr lines
from the weat. Identlty was tentatively established as British.
Upon dlacovery of actual identity (enemy). machine guns started _
firing end inflicted heavy casualtles and took 155 prlsoners.
pPrisoners from the unit stated that thelr orders wers to attack
east along the rallrosd and no further orders were given them. The
remainder of the battalion, having been stopped by our 3rd Battalion
and the 2nd Battalion 327th, was brought under heavy mortar and
artillery fire inflicting heavy casualties. Thils stopped the
attack and 3rd Battallon was able to hold thelr lines for the re-
mainder of the day. 3rd Battallon 506th was relieved by the lst
pattalion 327th Glider Infantry at 2130 hour and ordered to move
to an assembly area 1in the vicinity of DE FLIERT. The Rattallon
closed in the assembly area at 2330 hour. The 327th ¢llder
Infantry 1s now responsible for the defense of ths western ssctore.
The 1st Battallion was ordered to move to an assembly area in the
vieinity of ANDELST station. The Battalion closed 1n this area
at 0115 hour. At 1035 hour the 3rd Battallon commander of the 327th
reported his unit had captured eight enemy (one officer, sevem EM) .
The offlcer prisoner stated that he and his party were advance party
for 3500 Germans moving towards OPHEUSDEN from the west. This was
quite a blow to ths units et the front lines who were sufficlently
occupied with the enemy on hend. However, the 3500 troop story
never materialized.
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- At 00565 huurjéht 2nd Battalion reported enemy attsmptihg to
bresk through their lines. This attempt was repelled causing the
enemy some casualtlies. Small enemy patrols 1n thls sector were
observed all night of D plus 18-20.

The day was quiet with the exception of an occasional artillery
shelling in the Battallions' area.

ond Rattalion defending northern sector, lst and 3rd Rattalions -
in Reglimental reserve.

D-Day plus 21 - 8 October 1944

Reglmnental Sector quiet excopt for occasional artillery
and mortar shelling.

Reglimentel Commsnder and staff attend funeral of Colonel
Johnson, Commeading officer of the S50lst Parachute Infantry Reglment.

1st and Zed Battelions in mssembly areas reorganizing. The
cay 1is spent in issulng clothing, equirment and the improvement
of cemp sites. _

- D-Dey plus 22 - 9 October 1944
Enemy couater-bettery firs falllng in Regimental sectcr.

ond Battslion attached to 327th @Glider Infantry as of 1600
Lour end are to occupy the same positlons (defending to the north
e¢long the MEDER-EIJN River). ’

D-Day plus EE.'-lﬂ occtober 1944

Regimental sector still very quiaﬁ. Msn getting rest and
showers. . :

D-Day plus 24 - 11 Octoter 1944

Regimental Commend Post still in ZETTEN. Sector quiet except
for occasional enemy artillery. The Regiment less 2nd Battalion
in Division reserve. 2nd Battalion attached to 327th @glider Infantry
and defends north along the south side of the NEDER-RIJN River.

____D-Day plus 25 - 12 October 1944

No chenge in unit dispositions. Reglment less 2nd Battalion
contirves reorganizing, issuing equipment, and the tralning
schedule 1s being followed - five mile hlkes, discuasions on the
operation, and inspection of all arms and equipment.




D-Day plus 26 - 13 October 1944 -

Regiment assigned defensive sector now occupled by 2nd
Rattalion. "o" Sguadron 53rd Reece (Britlish) attached to Regiment.
Fegiment less 2nd Battalion continue drill schecule as for D plus 25.

D-Dayr Elua 27 - 14 pctober 1944

Regiment assumes responsibility of defense of north sector
along south side of NEDER-RIJN River as of 0600 hour. 3rd Battalion
relieves 2nd Battalion on the line. 2nd Battalion relieved from
attached to 327th Glider Infantry as of 0600 bhour. 1lst Battalion
in Regimental reserve and 2nd Battalion in Dlvislion reserve in
vicinity of VALBURG. (lossd in new area at 1010 hour. J3rd
Battelion with Regimental Demolitlons Platoon attached completed

rellief of 2nd Enttnl;l.nn at 1114 hour.
D-Day Eluﬂ 28: - 15 October 1944
No change in unit dkspositions.

Regiment leas 3rd Battalion following same training schedule

as D plus 25. T
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D-Day plus 29 - 16 Qctober 1044

Unit dispositions unchanged. A few enemy artillery shells
continue to fall in general area with no apparent spscific target.

D-Day plus 30 - 17 October 1944
3prd Battalion established OF's along the south bank of the
NEDER-RIJN River. Squadron "A" 13/18 Hussars attached to Reglment.

Regiment less 3rd Battelion and attachments followling training.
schedule . -

D-pay plus 351 - 18 october 1944

Tnit dispositions vunchanged. Lt. General Horrdck§j Communding
general cof the pritish 30th Corps, visited Command Post.

D-Day plus 22 = 19 pectober iwdd

Regimentel Commend Post moves from church and adjacent
buildings in ZEMTEN to "Girls' School" in ZETTEN. Move completed
at 1145 kour. 7nit dispositions remain uncuanged.

observation posts report increased enemy activity across the
river. Novement of vehicles generally from east to west. Sup-
porting ertillery fired on all observed movements.

D-Day plus 33 = 20 October 1944

1st Rattalion relieves 3rd Battalion in the line. Rellef
completed at 1230 hour. Enemy shells the general area of ZETTEN,
ANDELST-ZETTEN Station. No casualtlies were suffersd. 3rd Battallon
less "H" Company in Reglmental Reserve, with "H" Company as reserve
company of lst Battalion.




HfDaI El““,gi - 21 Qctober 1944

Unit dispositions unchanged. XNebelwerfer ("Screaming
Meemles") shells fell in Reglmental srea. No casualtles were
suffered. Clvilians are being evacuated from ZETTEN and surrounding
area.

Three four-man officer-led patrols crossed the NEDER-RIJN
River during darkness. One patrol located Nebelwerfer posltion
and reported shoot up an enemy outpost. Other two patrols
reported "No contact". No casualtles were suatained by patrols.

D-Day plus 35 = 22 October 1944

: one Squadron of SRY's (British) relleving attached Hussars
squadron (British). Unlit dispositions unchanged.

D-Day plus 36 - 23 October 1944
Unit dispositions remain unchanged. e 7
Two nine-man patrols crossed NEDER-RIJN River during darkness
to form bridgehead for the evacuation of 126 British Parachutists
from the lst Alrborne Brigade, four American Flying Officers, and
one civilisn. Evacuation completed without mishap at 0200 hour.

The British end Americans had been holed up in enemy terri-
tory since D-Day (17 September 1944) . y

Approximately 24 rounds Nebelwerfer landed vicinity Regt'l
commend Post causing three casualtles.

D-Day plus 37 - 24 October 1944

crossed the ~-RIJN during darkness. One patrol reports ving

Unit diuguaitiunﬂ unchanged. Two offlicer-led nine-man E:trnla
b o = 14 -




