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7T OF THE ARMY

AVEB-RS T 13 Pebruary 1970
SGBJECT} Tips of the Tﬁa&q/ﬁessaﬁé_Leatned

T0 ALL RECOHN . PIRSONEEL

I In% oductlon-

Keep an QEIEGIJTD when you. rea& +heee tips of the trade/lessons leéarned on

th

training, your weapon, harness, rucksack‘and yatrol,l You may disagrec wi
scne of the sitofement: tg; but whﬂt‘migh% not wnﬁk-?or.one team‘or Ihdiviudal
whed uged m_#ﬂ his tectics amd plans may very wéli work for ancther. The
ot 1g thigs DO KEOCK. IT IF YOU BAVER'T TRITD ITY, These ting of the
tra&é/iessono lenrned are being published for your use and reforcnce. .
II Tips of the trade/lessons learned s

le Take your time and hht_g, ired men get carcless. Teep contuol,
2e If you show confidence, your toeam will have confidence.
s Don't be afﬁaid to take advice.
4o Llways have an aliernate plan. Think ahead.
“f If $he team 1ea&er lozses his temper, it will effect hié judﬁeme;t,
~ecy your cool and plan ahead.,

6. o one or team can practice and/or train too much or too ofben

7+ Realisw most be injocted into all phases of training, to include
zZeroing o *gapons, such ag vcwo et targets in the jungle.

G Use'live training aids, fcam members during POW sna®ch and ambush

practice,. Be wough becanse ag you praciice so will you do for weal,
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9, Toam work is the koy to success and thob only comed through corstant

N
t i + ~ » -
. gractioe and training.

10,  Team members thet have a good physical braining program have fower

personnel catching colds and gobting sick in the field.

Tips on your weapon M~16/Car 15

-

1. Tape the muzzel of your, weapons to keep out water and dirt. I;eeqﬁe lover
portioa of 'b he Blits open fom verztl_z.ﬁ“‘w’ru

« It's not a bad practice o use ono magazine full éf ti’*ace:r: Guring infil-
srabion and exfiltration. Reagon: If taken under fire oh infi}_%z:a“tidfﬁ :c_)r, ex-
filtration the tracer can show door gunner/direct gunshlps $o arvés from widch
patrol is receiving fire.
3. Dagt three rounds in each megazine should be tracer to remind the fimer thot

1

he is nearly out of ammo in thalt magazine.

Exs
-

Roplace the cartkidge in the chamber of your weapon each 'noru i Tgulebly™

Cordengation may cause a malfunction,

p )

s 0il the selector switeh on your wespon daily and work thﬂ sw:ucq o:.c" and
forth especially during rainy season. Thig will preven'b the cowien ccourance of
a gvuei switch. |

6., Aluays carry a small v:.al/tube of lubricating oil for your weabon.

7. alwsyva caryy vour weapon with the selector switeh on "safe'.

S. To irprove noise discipline, tape all sling swivels or remove them from

T ORI,

Ow Do not fire weapons from helicopters during éx%r-f:a.-ction, onge clenr of the
LZ, Rcasons - A gunship mey Dbe passing under you without your k owledgt.

10, Do not bother to rebrieve you:e firsy e%cjondoé. nagayvine during convact,
because 1% will slow "yow down when the time is of the esscnce,

A, Check all magazine's before going on operations, to :msuo thoy are clean

and yroperly loaded.




12, Tover take for granted txat vour weavon is clean enough on operabion,
(" uRAN YOUR WEAPOY DATLY.

3%, ﬁ”hcc mﬂgﬂzlncs upside down with bullets pointed away from your body in the

ammo pouches, This will kecp dirt and water out of them and if rounds go off
from enemy fire, you won't he injured from your own ammo,

Tips for your helt and herness.

1. Be surc that all snaps and buckics aro

Fold paner tape through thoe r ”¢nyu of gre

Mo
-

The paper bape will tear for Fah vms, wvhere plastic or eloih tape will not.

Also i% keeps The »ing open for your finger, shops noice and ;

3., Tie & string or laayard to vour ¥-79 and to your belbt so

after firing fug grab your M-16, without losing the 1-79.

4o Eoep wour URC-10 gecured bo your harnsss during uge IT lowt with ths booper
ony it will noget 11 Ovhor signals on that frequency unkil the Hrtbery runs down,

o

-

e Comouflage smeke, CS, and WP grensdes with black or 0D sprey painb.

-

5+ Do nob

-

bend. the pins on the grenades flat, The rings sre teo he

whnon neaded,

7+ Do not carry srenades or smoke on the upper poriion of your
Ressont The enery will shoot ot them trying to inflict sevoral casualbies with
oae 5107,

» Place trianguler bamdages {in original containers) in the ammo pouchcs.

It caglier t0 remove magazines,
9, ©Cut the front coxners of ammo pouches 1/2 - 3/4 of an inch to aid in making

it easier to romove magazines during the roiny season. Also have zogazines
with pull t»bs in each pouch.

10, ilways coryy some btvoe of knife on pabrol.




{ % Snep link should be secured cround the shoulder horness, H0T on the cloth

“1oons.

i 120  Coxxy smoke grenades in vockets of/br ruckgaclk, F0T on youl belt or horness.
They tako up space which con be bebiter for CS or frag grenades.

13, A1l U3 team mombers should carmy

wdes on web geor, within cosy meach,.

Remsons: A, They are

n2g o sliowing down pumaiiil.

i wot waedther whon GE

B' T].?.OY Wi 11. SUC“" (H‘“',x""x ‘f
" mapate due to wotnnas.

Cy C8 will giay cloge %o the ground and ig nare

damp and wet periocds.

14, A21 TS perscnrel should on

ey

o AT

v a wminumom of two WP gwenﬁﬂ“”

gffect vlus double effectivencss will be achieved w

an GOWblﬂou i

|~...|

15. Make contimuoug deily checks on all grenades, when on patmol, Sodnsire the
Ieimor s not coming wnscerewed, , i

16. Iach team should cexry one thormite grenasde for desiruciion of cguipment, .

oither friendls or enemy, i% the situation or need arises.

TTe For marvival, recemmend cach individnal earry, in a fizel ai

S orreszyong Pube of boudllion cubes, ont tube of salt tablets, an;'omc bottls of

ication tablets. One &8%E1lion cube in one cantecn of water, when

one to two for fecd and energy.

4

L. ©Sew a long slim pocket on the side of your rucksack Yo accomodste the loang

LNTONNA .
Ze  Inmure thot the snaplink on your rucksack is snapped thrangh the leop in

3

the upper porition of your ricksack carrying straps. You wealt

“maction if you have to gnap it on 2 1adder or Me@Qpire Rig.




Inscet repellent lesks and spills easlly, thorefore igolate it from your

» otqef aquiyment in the ruckssck. Also scue M wfr fron :uegtxmnt c;onuamer
and screvw on cap firmly.

A+ an indigenous poncho and/or ground sheet is suffigient for aleeping along

o
=

ith a Jugle sweater and a rain jacket.

for cancuilage.

5« Use black or 0D spray paint on =k

fe & claymore bag, sewn onto the tonw lap of the rucksrel i

for carrying binoculars, exbtra hand scibs; capera or URISI0,

aay other svecial equipment: This eids in easy accaoss wihile o
have to diteh the rucksack,

Ts Tic mmoke on mucksack hetween pocketbs.

« Alwoys use the woter from canteens in or on yourw

wator in the ennteens on your belt. This will insure o supt

LU mucksack.

e Tost straps on the rucksack before packing for each patrol. 4
some ohrnchute cord Yo repalir sizops if they breank on patrol.

a rucksack to prostect equipment while on patzol.

Jeule

12, Tso waberpeooef bag

important during the rainy season.

Ty 1t inmedia

s £f you mmust cough, cough in your hat or neckercnlef to smother Hhe noisc.

« Corry one exton pair of S0Xy plus foolt powder, with you on pa’crol, capceially

A

=

during rilay seasgona,




:E Hotify cizeraft before firing pen-flare, They rosomble » traéer, therefaxo
ngvor fire onc directly ot ﬂn‘aircraft; A Jumpy door-gunner may give yoﬁ a ghort
burst.

e Bioy elort ot all times. You arerne?er 100% safe until you are bool homes

6 Hover break limbs or branches on trees, busheg, or palms, or vou will lenve

oo very cleay trail for the enemy o follow,

7+ Jo not remove the sparc PRC-25 battery from its plastic cor
use or it may lose power.

8. lever run or turn your back, then you have a mich betber chanss if yoit reuten
fire and bhack off, B

9« Fubt insect/loceh repellent around tops of buots, on pants Ely, belt and cuff
Lo ston leeches and insechs, ”

’;G. Ingpoet each tear members wniform and equipment priocr to deporture on missiqn,
i, Check 21l eguipment beforc depirbing FOB with cophagis on strobe lights and

2L

ot
I
P.

o

2+ I you use the Hansen Rig

» adjust over your harness and webbing before
leoving on patrol,

o

5 N
iZe  Corroet any and all toam andfbr individual errors as they occur or hopion.

e B porgonrel rocamouflase faces and hack of hands in the morningy a% noonn,
e - e /\

Cire

including the LIDB membows, vrior %o
R

zoving inbo asbush positionw,

or cook on build heating fires on patrol.

17+ Check all ‘cenm membors! pockets prior to departing homebase for prasce, ID

camts, lightors with insignias, rings with inglgnisg, cbe.; o

{ ‘wving dog tags for ID while on patzol., ILeave averytning «lao idlh

6

in
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If a porson covughs or talks in his slecp, make hin gleep with 2 gag in

N
42

noufh,

s

19, Comtimtnlly check youx patrol man to insuzé he is on the corroet azimith,
Do not xun o compass courge on patrol, chan e.direction rogularly.

20 If followed by *?acﬁers, change diroction of movemomb often and attenpt to
gvade or ambush your brockers. Thoy make good POW's

21. Do not ask for a "fix® from FAC unless absolubely necessary. This will =id

L)

in the provention of compronise.

o
)
.

i
.

Foreo yourself +to cough whenever a high porformance eircraft passcs ove
I% will ¢lear your throat, saee btengion, and cennot he heard.
23« DTeovor take your web gear off, day or night. If in an arca where it 1B

accessary o put the jungle gweater on 2% night, never let more than two pabrol

mgrbers do so ab a time. Insure the sweaters are taken off the rczﬁ'moﬂning to

-

srovent cold and over hembing.

3

24 If you change socks, ospeci all; in the rainy season twy Yo wailt until BOH o

nave no more than two patrol mesmboers choanging socks at ont eiwme. Hoviw take off
both boots, always change one 2t 2 time,

25, During the rainy scsson take extra cough medicine and codeine on patmol,

26.  The locubion and proper use of morvhdite should be known by all tean membors.
27, Inme the mumber of canteons per man 6f the weathor and ®veilability of
seser in the AQ.

ocrcentage of patrols have been compronised due to poor nolse

h
Lg% ]
-

}
s
'
s

o
o)

]

28+ TVicloet nnd red sroke are the most easily seen from the air.
30. Haver sot a patiern, such as, nlweys turning to the left when "bubt and

ooking® fo ambush your back traill or sebting up for you ROW position,




non using the URC-10 or RT-10 nover point the anbenna at the airerafi.

03

wenna should be perallel to the aircrafi,
32, Tilots should id 1u1£y tho color of mmoke uﬂnd by #eonms on the ground

to bhe pilots,

afber 1% has beon thrown,_rle tonm doos not ldentify "Ho colox
33s o more thon fwo porsomnel should eat chew ot ruy time. The rest of
the temnm ghould bho on uGCd&Jtyn

te  Vhon teom sbops for, liston halt, chow or rndio contact Alwnys check

40 = 60 noters perimeter around stop location,

tham

M
A7
-
[
o
o
o
73
]
i

merers  should take notes while on an operntion and oor

36. Brch mon on n toam rmod continmually observe the mna in fvﬂmt and tho oo

and witch for pthor bonnm members ~rm and hand 31g als.
FTs -+ zécon tenm shoild nover placo more thas one ming, AP or ATy ip one small

L T

soction of A road ox teail 2% o $ime. If more than one axme set out, the b

ugt rosupplying the cnomy, because when o nmine goes off, a senrch will boe mnde

i

arce for obhers nnd they will surely bo-found.

is mdfisuing you, you should deploy delay gronadoes .na/br delay

120 sccoonds, In addibon throw CS gremndes to your rear and

1

fiankse Give the enomy o roason rad/or exense to quit,

.
[
I

term member or members stnrdt bo corie down with irmersion foobl during

tlon remove injured personnols boots, dvy

soapon, set up in a sccurce posi

off foot, pub povder on their foob, and vlace o ground shoet or ponche ovar thoir
y £ ) = X

o

[

cep woving would only make mattors

w

foot so that their footb enn air ous. To

Jworse, insuring that the non would beecome crounltios and halting any furthor pro-

grens of the team.




Deganox or vascline rubbsd an the Ffootb during the rainy scascor or in web
weathdér ~id in the provention of imiorsion feot. It will slso help if put on
vour hnndsa,

41s A glove worn on the froe hand (left Fand) for right handed pergoncol wikl
& / P 3

2
oF
1]

protect the hand from thorns ard aid in holding the weapon when it h up fron
firing,

424 Toch tean should have both primery and aliornate rally poinbs which can bo
LZs vhen sotbing up for POW shatches. The tean leader is responsible for insurisg
thot ecach teanm momber knowe the agirmths nnd aporoximete disbance to cnch T3,

43+  Hover teke pictures of temn rombers while on patrol. I $he enery capbures
P! ;}:‘1171{21?& thoy will have gained inveluable intelligenco,

44s 4% Toast Hwo pon lights should be taken by each Ttean.

El

Afe Do not scnd "some" or "no Change® whon ronorbing boam loontion, Llynys sond

Tour eoordinatog,

16y Then placing claynorcs around your RON they should be placed onw ih a tme

oy two nien, one man o cmplacde the mine vwhilo the other sbands guard,

s IL tean places claytiores around their RON, thoy should be placed so-tlm'i;‘"the
Lot fron the claymore flanks the ﬁeaz:ai inaure that the claynmore wires do not

tly from the mines to the tesm. I the claymores are durncd around

Choy will podint ot the téaon.

s

“

Liwogs choek around your ROW for A digtance of 40 - 50 moters bhefore sobiling

dovn or moviag cub. Hoever relax your guard undil this is done.
12s &1Ll murvival cquipnment should be tied or socured to the uniforn or horucss

to provent loss if pockets become torn, otc., esnecially during haghy withdrmmls,




L

sanc pocket of ench uniforn, for bashty removel by tncm i: anm reobers 1f one
heecones a comualby.
5l. T.-:'ge or paint the gides of "ho strobelight . to nmoke it nmore dirveehionnl

md bo prevent Lllunination fron tm side.

52s Floce o plostie cover on your PRC-25 %o koep it dry in the rriny scrsgon.
Dhe  IL beblorics go dead or work do not tnrow thom nway while on patezol. S“i 1

battories cnn be rocharged by plncing them in nrm nits or bofwecn tho logs of tho

body. i larger can gnin ndded 11 fe by sleonmﬂ' with the babtery nexs 4o the body

“dded 1ife can olso bhe gnined by pl'zcing batterics in the sun.

5

2t n1l possible crrry an estra hand sod for the PRC-25 and insure thot

5/‘

W
o

i% iz werpped in o wotor proof contrinex.
o If contoet is mode with cnenmy snd you are in a dense jungle, use VB gronndes
a

Taseuriby posi

6o xk your location for FAC sb he enn dirvect TAC air, Heormnlly the rogular red
anc yellow smoke grenndes nre not sufficiend.

5Ge  Mring RON onch toam momber should be able s fouch ench obher witHout

WOVLIAE poaitions,
27.  Unke poper mubches %o the fiold in a woator proof container. Yok & gignretic

moke voo miach noise when oponing and closing,

H8.  Jo anet five weanons or use claynores op gronndde if the cnery is soarching

—r rou o% night, Use CS gronades instend. -This will cnuse him 4o panic and will

20% give your pogition nway. You ean nove out reolativ 13 gafoly while they may ond
b

up shooting ench other, If claymowes become necess oIy, use tined delnyel ones or

wine deloyod YR,

59« Do not abort POW snntch nissions due %o one man coughing, Put hin in n rorp

tion and if necessary hove hin gag hinself,

10




o o
i . . . . . e 7
L4 Don't Lot "Clyde" got wou pinned dovn or eieircled, if 2% zll possible.
& : , ' ' :
Try b0 geb-out and the soonor the hotter,
=y . .
¥ 61, During POW snntch, place the M7 on the flank of the aribush,

62, 4 claynore should be set on ench flank of o POV gmabeh if possiblos
63,

nermndly more valuable than his woapon.

- doad cnory's shirt and coatentp in pockobs, vlus pack,if he has one are

64. Xeep radio tmaffic to o ninirum.

05 trioy o the

Inform your personnel in whit order thoy will be extractoed

arreival of the extraction airé:mi‘f. |

66+ Do mest of your moving during the norning hours to cﬂnssc'ﬁé'rm'ber.

67, It's m good iden to plage 08 :i.n front of RON cla.mogos,- #
48s  Hever bo afraid 4o move at night, especially if you think your ROW has

been digcovered,

-Fever 4o the obvious.

toom merber should memorize the trees and bushos nround his ROE |
pesition prior to nizht 211,

TLle "Twn devloying the tonm for RON plado the point rrsmn in a position oppbs.i.te

¢ likely nveomue of approach to lead the team out in enge of SLCLECICY

T Cogs

72, Unrzy onorgency rations on your person or in pfmchos on your harnesé.
Tuelllisn cubes are rocommended due to cor—tzpac*bness.

T3 During the dry sonson, €o not urinabe on rooke or Lleaves, but rathor in a

olo or small c:cévioc. Thc wet apot moy be secn, plus the odor will corry farbher,
T4e then coreying arownd the M-79 on motrol, uge & retainer band around the shack
To hold the safety on safe while moving,

75« Hover et o patborn. |

11




{"M‘-%‘% IBach

Yhen crossing

Tle Pracer amx has o

.

acrogs bo cheoek arcr.

5

n

oma, I¥ it i

Y

toar mhowld ehrry o t one clocning rod on

peychological #EREst on the oneny,
. * .
gbromma, obgcerve fir

Thon oros

pbrol,.

4

Troat all trails, old and now, sbtreons and open arcas us danger

t for activity, thon sond point mon
the rest of the patrol, cach gobtbing water ns
a danger arce have all povsontcl cross prior o sobting wator.

(=X ]

“Then naking VR's alwoys mark every LE within your A0 and acor it, on youm

TP U3

pon return to FOB plan your roube of poreh po that you will

how fax 1% 4% to and on whad azimath the nearest LZ is locatod, -

1 2t

Weye tnow

&le If team uses a grenadier, hove him o have o crimmed cartridge os the first

Pound in onch :

for close~in fizghiing.

Tiwer o

2o LAlwnys o

firc another grennded

tnp and note Book in a watorproof container,

garricd, ALfber firing the gronafie, he can nge the wonopnn

- When the mogagine is epty and o neow one insevted the

%3e Use o peneil do moke your notes 8n operation, not a ven, Ink smoors whon

a -

)

<

4 51
‘TJAAFQ W

27 dioven cub off boo much of your onp around your
5 - 1D ¥ilometors
88, 411 ton

then after cach oporation,

pocomes wob, wooreas lead dsscn't,.

Listen twice the ancunt ¥ $¥me you move.

30, Iawmys enryy clenning cguimnment on opernticn.

wound your R7Z2 for running roon.

rosbors ghould keep n lis

1 and mirror to pocket flap to provent loging.

~dweys hove

f tins 2nd legsong lenrned

89, Unke time to anmiyze, cvalunte and justify 2ll planning phnscs,

thig, all recon fcam mombers will ac

aressively, ond

. -

acn on patrol, if you move 10 minmutes you always listen, at halts, 20 &2~

To inelude ~ brush apd oil,

at lengt

by doing

positively.




